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POLITY & GOVERNANCE

DROUPADI MURMU ELECTED 15TH PRESIDENT OF INDIA

Context: Former Jharkhand Governor and National Democratic Alliance (NDA) candidate Droupadi Murmu was 
elected the 15th President of India.

About Droupadi Murmu
• She is the first tribal woman to be appointed to the position and the 

youngest as well. 
•  Ms. Murmu, who had been a former Governor of Jharkhand, hails from the 

Santhal tribe and was born in Mayurbhanj. 
•  Murmu won an election to the Rairangpur Nagar Panchayat in 1997, and 

served as councillor. 
•  She was elected to two terms in the Odisha Assembly in 2000 and 2004, and served as a Minister from 2000 

to 2004 in Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik government.
•  Murmu was sworn in as the first woman Governor of Jharkhand in 2015.
•  In November 2016, she refused to give her assent to two controversial bills that amended the two centuries-

old land laws — the Chhotanagpur Tenancy (CNT) Act and the Santhal Pargana Tenancy (SPT) Act — that 
would have ensured easy transfer of land for industrial use.

      INDIAN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION PROCESS
•  The manner of election of President is provided by Article 55 of the constitution. 
•  The President is elected by an electoral college consisting of MPs of both Houses of Parliament and MLAs 

of the states and Delhi and Puducherry. 
•  Nominated members of Rajya Sabha, Lok Sabha and the Assemblies, and members of state Legislative 

Councils, are not part of the electoral college.
•  The votes are weighted, their value determined by the population of each state as per Census 1971.
•  The value of each MLA’s vote varies from a high of 208 in Uttar Pradesh to a low of 7 in Sikkim.

SUSPENSION OF MPS FROM PARLIAMENT

Context: Recently, the two Houses of Parliament have suspended 27 MPs as they disrupted proceedings, demanding a 
debate on rising prices and increasing GST rates on essential commodities. 

Reasons for suspending an MP

Over the years, the presiding officers of legislatures and political leaders have discussed and identified four broad 
reasons leading to disorder in legislatures. 

1.  Lack of time available to MPs for raising important matters

2.  Unresponsive attitude of the government and retaliatory posture by Treasury benches

3.  Deliberate disruption by parties for political or publicity purposes

4.  Absence of prompt action against MPs disrupting parliamentary proceedings.

•  In order to ensure that proceedings are conducted in the proper manner, the Speaker/ Chairman is 
empowered to force a Member to withdraw from the House.

•  Rules for ensuring the smooth functioning of Parliament have been unchanged since 1952.

•  Rules under which the Speaker acts
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 Rule Number 373 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business says that the Speaker may direct 
such Member to withdraw immediately from the House, and any Member so ordered to withdraw shall do 
so forthwith and shall remain absent during the remainder of the day’s sitting.

 To deal with more recalcitrant Members, the Speaker may take recourse to Rules 374 and 374A.

 Rule 374A was incorporated in the Rule Book on December 5, 2001. 

 The intention was to skirt around the necessity of moving and adopting a motion for suspension.

•  Rajya Sabha 

 It’s largely similar.

 Like the Speaker in Lok Sabha, the Chairman of Rajya Sabha is empowered under Rule Number 255 
of its Rule Book to direct any Member whose conduct is in his opinion grossly disorderly to withdraw 
immediately from the House.

 Under Rule 256, the Chairman may name a Member who disregards the authority of the Chair or abuses 
the rules of the Council by persistently and wilfully obstructing business. 

 In such a situation, the House may adopt a motion suspending the Member from the service of the House 
for a period not exceeding the remainder of the session.

 The House may, by another motion, terminate the suspension.

What has Parliament done to address these issues?
•  The government and not Parliament decides the parliamentary calendar. 

•  Therefore, the decision about the time available with Parliament for discussions rests with the government. 

•  Parliamentary procedure also prioritises government business over other debates that take place in the 
legislature.

•  In this regard, Parliament has not updated its rules over the last 70 years to give Opposition parties a say 
in deciding the agenda for discussion. 

•  In 2001, Lok Sabha amended its rules to give the Speaker more powers to discipline MPs who disrupt 
House proceedings.

Can courts intervene in a matter of suspension of MPs?
•  Article 122 of the Constitution says parliamentary proceedings cannot be questioned before a court.

•  In some cases, however, courts have intervened in the procedural functioning of legislatures. 

 For example, the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly passed a resolution in its 2021 Monsoon Session 
suspending 12 BJP MLAs for a year. 

 The matter came before the Supreme Court, which held that the resolution was ineffective in law beyond 
the remainder of the Monsoon Session.

KANGAROO COURT

Context: Recently, the Chief Justice of India has said that “rising number of media trials” are proving to be hurdles 
towards doing justice, and “kangaroo courts” run by the media are causing harm to the health of the democracy.

What is a kangaroo court?
•  Oxford Dictionary defines it as “an unofficial court held by a group of people in order to try someone 

regarded, especially without good evidence, as guilty of a crime or misdemeanour”.

•  In a less literal sense, it is used to refer to proceedings or activities where a judgement is made in a 
manner that is unfair, biased, and lacks legitimacy.

•  A kangaroo court is a court that ignores recognized standards of law or justice, carries little or no official 
standing in the territory within which it resides, and is typically convened ad hoc.

•  A kangaroo court may ignore due process and come to a predetermined conclusion. 

•  The term may also apply to a court held by a legitimate judicial authority which intentionally disregards the 
court’s legal or ethical obligations. 
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THE FLAG CODE

Context: The government will soon launch ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’– a nationwide campaign to encourage people to hoist 
the Tricolour at their homes to mark the 75th Independence Day.

Key Details
•  The use, display and hoisting of the National Flag in the country is guided by an overarching set of instructions 

called the ‘Flag Code of India 2002’. 

•  It brings together all laws, conventions, practices, and instructions for the display of the National Flag. 

•  It governs the display of the National Flag by private, public, and government institutions.

•  The Flag Code of India took effect on January 26, 2002. 

The recent amendment
•  The Flag Code of India, 2002 was amended vide Order dated December 30, 2021, and National Flag made of 

polyester or machine-made flag have also been allowed. 

 Now, the National Flag shall be made of hand-spun, hand-woven or machine-made cotton/polyester/wool/
silk/khadi bunting, as per the amended flag code.

•  The amended flag code will facilitate the availability of flags on such a large scale and also make them 
affordable for the general public. 

What were the early rules governing the display of the Tricolour?
•  The earliest rules for the display of the national flag were originally governed by the provisions of The 

Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950 and The Prevention of Insults to National 
Honour Act, 1971.

•  The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 prohibits the desecration of or insult to the 
country’s national symbols, including the national flag, the Constitution, the national anthem and the Indian 
map.

•  Among the other acts which are considered to be of disrespect to the national flag are dipping the 
Tricolour in salute to any person or thing, waving it at half-mast except on specific occasions, or using it 
as a drapery in any form whatsoever, except in state funerals or for the last rites of armed forces or other 
paramilitary forces.

•  Putting any kind of inscription upon the flag, using it to cover a statue, a monument or platform, and 
embroidering or printing it on cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins or any dress material is also considered 
disrespect to the Tricolour.

•  Moreover, the flag should not be allowed to touch the ground or trail in water, or be put up in an inverted 
manner.

•  In 2002, the Flag Code of India came into effect which allowed the unrestricted display of the Tricolour 
as long as the honour and dignity of the flag were being respected.

•  The flag code did not replace the pre-existing rules governing the correct display of the flag; it was, however, 
an effort to bring together all the previous laws, conventions and practices.

Restrictions on the display of the Tricolour according to the flag code
•  The Flag Code of 2002 is divided into three parts —

 a general description of the tricolour

 rules on display of the flag by public and private bodies and educational institutions

 rules for display of the flag by governments and government bodies

•  It states that there will be no restriction on the display of the flag by public and private bodies and 
educational institutions except to the extent as laid down in the Emblems and Names (Prevention of 
Improper Use) Act, 1950 and the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971.
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•  It mentions that the tricolour cannot be used for commercial purposes, and cannot be dipped in salute to 
any person or thing.

•  Among the things which are not allowed is putting up a damaged or dishevelled flag, flying the tricolour from 
a single masthead simultaneously with other flags, and no other object, including flowers or garlands, or flag 
should be placed on the same height beside the tricolour or above it.

•  The flag should not be used as a festoon, or for any kind of decoration purposes. 

•  Any tricolour which is damaged should be destroyed in private, preferably by burning or by any other method 
consistent with the dignity of the Flag.

•  Any paper flags, which are used on occasions of national and cultural occasions or sporting events, should 
not be casually discarded and must be disposed of in private.

•  For official display, only flags that conform to the specifications as laid down by the Bureau of Indian 
Standards and bearing their mark can be used.

•  The tricolour should be rectangular in shape and the length-to-width ratio should always be 3:2.

Some of the instances of alleged flag code violations in recent times
•  Over the years, there have been numerous allegations of the flag code being violated, with even the likes of 

Sachin Tendulkar, Sania Mirza and Amitabh Bachchan being accused of “insulting” the Tricolour.

•  In 2007, a legal notice was served on Tendulkar after a video surfaced in which he was seen cutting a cake 
with the Tricolour on it. 

•  In the same year, an FIR was filed against Mandira Bedi after she wore a sari that had a tricolour on it.

•  A year later, Sania Mirza got embroiled in a controversy after a photo started doing the rounds in which she 
was seen sitting with her feet up on a table next to the national flag.

•  In 2011, a case was filed against Amitabh Bachchan for wrapping himself up in the tricolour while 
celebrating India’s victory against Pakistan in the Cricket World Cup. 

•  A complaint was filed against Shahrukh Khan as well for “insulting” the flag after photos showed that he had 
held the tricolour upside down while celebrating India’s World Cup win.

•  More recently, when a farmer, Balvinder Singh (32) died near Ghazipur while participating in the farmers’ 
agitation, UP Police booked his mother and brother following allegations that the body had been draped 
in the national flag.

•  The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 states that the flag cannot be used as a drapery in any 
form whatsoever except in State funerals or armed forces or other para-military forces funerals.

TIRANGA CAN BE FLOWN DAY AND NIGHT

Context: The government has amended the Flag Code of India to allow the tricolour to be displayed in the open and on 
individual houses/buildings through “day and night”. 

Key Details
•  The provision earlier allowed the flag, when displayed in the open, to be flown from sunrise to sunset as far 

as possible, and irrespective of weather conditions. 

•  The Flag Code of India, 2002, was amended recently: the flag can be displayed in open or displayed on the 
house of a member of the public, it may be flown day and night. 

•  A member of the public, a private organisation or an educational institution is allowed to hoist the flag on 
all days and occasions, ceremonial or otherwise, consistent with dignity and honour of the national flag. 

•  The Flag Code was earlier amended on December 30, 2021, allowing the use of polyester, apart from cotton, 
wool, silk and khadi for making the national flag. 

•  It also restricts flying of the tricolour on vehicles, other than that of dignitaries specifically mentioned in 
the Flag Code.
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COFFEE ACT, 1942

Context: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry is planning to replace the 80-year-old Coffee Act with the new Coffee 
(Promotion and Development Bill), 2022, which has been listed for the Monsoon Session of Parliament.

Key Details

•  The Coffee Act, 1942 was first introduced during World War II, in order to protect the struggling Indian 
coffee industry from the economic downturn caused by the war. 

•  The government is now trying to scrap the law because it claims that many of the provisions have become 
redundant and are too restrictive.

•  The government has also proposed to repeal the decades old laws on tea, spices and rubber, and introduce 
new legislations in order to increase the ease of doing business and promote the development of these sectors.

Origin of the Coffee Act, 1942

•  In the 1930s, the Indian coffee industry was facing significant problems, such as large-scale damage by 
pests and diseases, and the global economic downturn caused by the Great Depression. 

•  With coffee planters making significant losses, the government passed the Coffee Cess Act (XIV of 1935) and 
established the first Indian Cess Committee in November 1935, in order to promote the sale of coffee and 
increase consumption of Indian coffee at home and abroad.

•  These problems from the 1930s were compounded with the outbreak of World War II, as low demands and 
a loss of foreign markets led to a sharp decline in coffee prices. 

•  Since the Cess Committee was not able to deal with the crisis faced by the industry, the government formed 
the Coffee Board, through the introduction of the Coffee Act, 1942, under the control of the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. 

•  The purpose of the Act was to provide for the development of the coffee industry. 

•  The Board was tasked with supporting the industry in marketing, promotion of consumption, finance and 
research and development.

The pooling system

•  Before India liberalised its economy in 1991, the Coffee Board controlled the marketing of the commodity 
in its entirety, both in India and abroad. 

•  It was previously in charge of collecting, storage, processing and sale for the growers as well.

•  The Coffee Act introduced a pooling system, where each planter was required to distribute their entire 
crop to a surplus pool managed by the Board, apart from the small quantities that were allowed for domestic 
use and seed production.

•  The grower was required to take the harvested and dried coffee to a curing factory, where they would receive 
an advance. 

•  Registered private contractors would clean, sort and grade the quality of coffee on a point system, for which 
they would receive a fee from the Coffee Board which would be later deducted from its payment to the grower. 

•  The Board then marketed 70% of the total pool for export and 30% for domestic markets, and sold them 
in separate auctions. 

•  In order to spur domestic consumption, the price of domestic coffee was kept artificially low.

•  The money that was generated from these auctions was pooled and the Board paid the grower in 
installments through the year, based on the number of points their coffee was given at the curing factory.
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The changes since liberalisation
•  While the Board continues to be the chief governmental body to supervise the industry, it no longer 

maintains its monopolistic control over the marketing of Indian coffee. 

•  Through a series of amendments, the Board’s authority was reduced, and in 1996, the pooling system was 
abolished and growers were allowed to directly sell to processing firms. 

•  The coffee market was entirely deregulated and the growers exposed to the free market. 

•  Since liberalisation, the Coffee Board plays more of an advisory role, and aims at increasing production, 
promoting further export and supporting the development of the domestic market.

Coffee (Promotion and Development) Bill, 2022
•  According to the draft Coffee (Promotion and Development) Bill, 2022, the substantive portion of the 

Coffee Act, 1942, which deals with pooling and marketing of the commodity, have become redundant/
inoperative. 

•  The new legislation is now primarily concerned with promoting the sale and consumption of Indian coffee, 
including through e-commerce platforms, with fewer government restrictions. 

•  It also aims at encouraging further economic, scientific and technical research in order to align the Indian 
coffee industry with global best practices.

•  While the Coffee Board continues to have limited control over marketing, exporters will still require a 
certificate from the statutory body.

RIGHT TO DECIDE SURNAME 

Context: The Supreme Court recently ruled that a mother, being the only natural guardian of the child, has the right to 
decide the surname of the child, and even after the demise of her first husband, cannot be restrained from including 
the child in her new family and deciding the surname.

Key Details
•  A bench of the Supreme Court said that the mother being the only natural guardian of the child has the right 

to decide the surname of the child. 

•  She also has the right to give the child in adoption.

•  It noted that in the case of Githa Hariharan and Ors. vs. Reserve Bank of India and others, the apex court 
elevated the mother to an equal position as the father, bolstering her right as a natural guardian of the 
minor child under Section 6 of the Hindu Minority and Adoption Act, 1956.

•  The top court set aside a 2014 Andhra Pradesh High Court direction to a mother to complete the formalities 
for restoration of the surname and father’s surname of the child. 

•  Setting aside the high court direction, the bench said in recent times, the modern adoption theory aims to 
restore family life to a child deprived of his or her biological family.

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2021

Context: Lieutenant-Governor of Delhi has, in a message to the Delhi Legislative Assembly Speaker, asked for 
“constitutional compliance” with the GNCTD (Amendment) Act, 2021.

About the Act
•  The GNCTD (Amendment) Act, 2021, came into effect in April 2021 after four sections of the GNCTD Act, 

1991, were amended. 

•  The most prominent among these amendments was the clarification of the expression “Government” referred 
to in any law to be made by the Legislative Assembly to mean “the Lieutenant-Governor”, thus establishing 
the primacy of the L-G over the elected government.



MONTHLY MAGAZINE JULY 20227

•  NEW DELHI •  MUMBAI     •  KOLKATA    •  AHMEDABAD   •  ANAND   •  BHILAI    •  BHUBANESWAR      •  CHANDIGARH   
•  DEHRADUN   •  GANDHINAGAR   •  KANPUR   •  PATNA   •  RAIPUR   •  RAJKOT   •  RANCHI   •  SURAT   •  VADODARA

Whatsapp No. 93132-18734, 82877-76460 (chahalacademy@gmail.com)

•  Another amendment made to the earlier Act 
ensures that the L-G is “necessarily granted an 
opportunity” to exercise powers entrusted 
with him under proviso to Clause (4) of Article 
239AA of the Constitution. 
  This particular clause provides for a Council 

of Ministers headed by a Chief Minister to 
“aid and advise the Lieutenant-Governor” 
in the exercise of his functions for matters in 
which the Legislative Assembly has the power 
to make laws.

  Article 239AA of the Constitution of India 
deals with the special provisions for the National Capital Territory of Delhi.

•  The Act makes it compulsory for the AAP government in Delhi to obtain the opinion of the LG on all executive 
matters.

FAMILY COURTS BILL

Context: Recently, the Lok Sabha passed the Family Courts (Amendment) Bill, 2022.

Key Details
•  It seeks to amend the Family Courts Act, 1984 to establish family courts in Himachal Pradesh with effect 

from February 15, 2019 and Nagaland with effect from September 12, 2008.
•  The Bill also seeks to insert a new Section 3A to retrospectively validate all actions under the said Act 

taken by the State Government of Himachal Pradesh and Nagaland and the Family Courts of those states 
prior to the commencement of the Family Courts (Amendment) Act, 2022.

•  Need of the Act:
  In 2008, both Himachal Pradesh and Nagaland established family courts in their respective states.
 As per the procedure, setting up family courts and their functioning fall within the domain of the 

state governments in consultation with the respective high courts.
 But both these states have set up the courts on their own and had been functioning without any legal 

authority since their inception.
 The absence of a mandatory central government notification has raised questions on the jurisdiction 

of the family courts set in two states, Nagaland and Himachal Pradesh.
 The issue came into light when a petition in the Himachal Pradesh High Court stated that the central 

government had not issued any notification extending the Family Court Act to Himachal Pradesh and 
the state government directives to establish such courts were without any legal authority.

 A similar issue is there for the family courts in Nagaland as well.
 The Himachal Pradesh High Court impleaded Centre as a party in the case wherein the establishment of 

family courts act was challenged.
 And after this, the Centre came into action and introduced the Act to back the existing family courts in 

both the states.

DEVELOPMENT OF MINORITY COMMUNITIES

Context: Recently, the Union Minister for Minority Affairs briefed the Lok Sabha about various schemes by the Ministry 
of Minority Affairs.

The Schemes for minorities:
•  Educational Empowerment Schemes:
  Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme- Scholarship is provided to minority students from Class I to X, out of 

which 30% scholarship are earmarked for girls.
  Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme- Scholarship is provided to minority students from Class XI to PhD., 

out of which 30% scholarship are earmarked for girls. 
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  Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship Scheme- Scholarship is provided to minority students for 
Professional and Technical courses, at Under Graduate and Post Graduate level, out of which 30% 
scholarship are earmarked for girls. 

  Maulana Azad National Fellowship Scheme – Under the scheme fellowship in the form of financial 
assistance is provided to minority candidates who clear the UGC-NET or Joint CSIRUGC-NET 
examination. 

  Naya Savera - Free Coaching and Allied Scheme - The Scheme aims to provide free coaching to students/
candidates belonging to minority communities for qualifying in entrance examinations of technical/ 
medical professional courses and various Competitive examinations. 

  Padho Pardesh – Under the scheme interest subsidy is provided to students of minority communities 
on educational loans, for overseas higher studies.

  Nai Udaan - Support is provided to minority candidates clearing Preliminary examination conducted 
by Union Public Service Commission (UPSC), State Public Service Commission (PSC), Staff Selection 
Commission (SSC) etc.

•  Employment Oriented Schemes: 

  Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka Samvardhan (PM VIKAS) – 

  The 5 existing schemes of the Ministry namely Seekho aur Kamao, USTTAD, Hamari Dharohar, Nai 
Roshni and Nai Manzil have now been converged into a single scheme known as PM VIKAS. 

  The scheme aims to improve livelihoods of minorities particularly artisan communities through skill 
development. 

•  Infrastructure Development Scheme:

 Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram (PMJVK) - A Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS), is being 
implemented with the objective to develop infrastructure projects in identified area. 

•  Special Schemes:           

  Jiyo Parsi - Scheme for containing population decline of Parsis in India.

  Qaumi Waqf Board Taraqqiati Scheme (QWBTS) -The scheme is intended to help streamlining record 
keeping, introduce transparency, and to computerize the various functions/processes of the Waqf 
Boards.

  Shahari Waqf Sampatti Vikas Yojana (SWSVY)- Under this scheme, interest free loan to Waqf Boards 
(WBs)/Waqf Institutions is granted for construction of economically viable buildings on the waqf land. 

  Scheme for Providing Education to Madrasas/Minorities (SPEMM) is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme. 
The objective of the SPQEM scheme is to encourage traditional institutions like Madrasas and Maktabs by 
giving financial assistance to introduce science, mathematics, social studies, Hindi and English in their 
curriculum.

  Maulana Azad Education Foundation (MAEF) implements education and skill related schemes as 
follows:- 

 Begum Hazrat Mahal National Scholarship for Meritorious Girls belonging to the economically weaker 
sections of Minorities

  Grant-in-aid to NGOs for infrastructure development of educational institutions.

 Equity to National Minorities Development and Finance Corporation (NMDFC) for providing 
concessional loans to minorities for education, self-employment, income generating ventures and micro 
financing.

CO-LOCATION SCAM

Context: Recently, a top officer is accused of Phone-Tapping NSE Officials at a time when the Bourse was letting some 
brokers profit by Unfair Means.
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                      WHAT IS CO-LOCATION?
•  Co-location is typically associated with a facility where a third party can lease a rack/server space along 

with other computer hardware. 
•  Co-location facility provides infrastructure such as power supply, bandwidth, and cooling for setting up 

servers and storage of data.
•  There are dedicated spaces in the exchange building, right next to the exchange servers, where high-

frequency and algo traders can place their systems or programs. 
•  With the co-location facilities being extremely close to stock exchange servers, traders here have an 

advantage over other traders due to the improvement in latency (time taken for order execution). 
•  But the co-location is mainly used only by institutional investors and brokers for their proprietary 

trader. 
•  Retail investors have negligible presence here.

What is the co-location scam?
•  The scam in NSE’s co-location facility took place almost a decade ago. 

•  It was alleged that one of the trading members, OPG Securities, was provided unfair access between 2012 
and 2014 that enabled him to log in first to the secondary server and get the data before others in the co-
location facility. 

•  This preferential access allowed the algo trades of this member to be ahead of others in the order execution.

•  SEBI’s investigation through a Technical Advisory Committee revealed that the broker was aided by certain 
employees of NSE. 

•  The scam came to light due to a whistleblower’s complaint to SEBI in 2015, in which the entire modus 
operandi of the people gaming the system was laid out. 

PREVENTION OF MONEY LAUNDERING ACT, 2002

Context: Recently, the Supreme Court of India upheld the constitutional validity of the Prevention of Money Laundering 
Act, 2002.

Also note that
•  The SC underlined that the principle of innocence of the accused/offender is regarded as a human right but 

that presumption can be interdicted by a law made by the Parliament/Legislature.

About the Supreme Court Ruling
•  Enforcement Case Information Report (ECIR): ECIR 

cannot be equated with an FIR.

 Supplying an ECIR in every case to the person 
concerned is not mandatory and “it is enough if the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED), at the time of arrest, 
discloses the grounds of such arrest”.

  The ECIR is an internal document of the ED and 
the fact that FIR in respect of scheduled offence has 
not been recorded, does not come in the way of ED 
authorities to commence inquiry/investigation

•  Section 3 of PMLA Act: This section has a wider reach 
and captures that offence of money laundering is an 
independent offence regarding the process or activity 
connected with the proceeds of crime which had been 
derived or obtained as a result of criminal activity relating 
to or in relation to a scheduled offence.
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 The ruling also made it clear that offence under Section 3 “is dependent on illegal gain of property as 

a result of criminal activity relating to a scheduled offence”.

 The Authorities under the 2002 Act cannot prosecute any person on notional basis or on the assumption 

that a scheduled offence has been committed, unless it is so registered with the jurisdictional police and 

pending enquiry including by way of criminal complaint before the competent forum.

•  Enforcement Directorate: The bench upheld the ED’s power under Section 5 of the Act (order provisional 

attachment of any proceeds of crime).

  The Court stated that Section 5 provides for a balancing arrangement to secure the interests of the person 

and also ensures that the proceeds of crime remain available to be dealt with in the manner provided by 

the 2002 Act.

  It rejected the argument that ED authorities are police officers and, hence, a statement recorded by them 

under Section 50 of the Act would be hit by Article 20(3) of the Constitution which says no person 

accused of an offence shall be compelled to be a witness against himself.

About the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002

•  It is a criminal law enacted to prevent money laundering and to provide for confiscation of property derived 

from, or involved in, money-laundering and related matters.

•  It forms the core of the legal framework put in place by India to combat Money Laundering.

•  The provisions of this act are applicable to all financial institutions, banks (Including RBI), mutual funds, 

insurance companies, and their financial intermediaries.

•  PMLA (Amendment) Act, 2012:

 Adds the concept of ‘reporting entity’ which would include a banking company, financial institution, 

intermediary etc.

  PMLA, 2002 levied a fine up to Rs 5 lakh, but the amendment act has removed this upper limit.

  It has provided for provisional attachment and confiscation of property of any person involved in such 

activities.

REGULAR BAIL

Context: The Supreme Court allowed a Samajwadi Party leader regular bail in a land grabbing case.

What is Bail?

•  The term ‘bail’ is originated from an old French verb ‘bailer’ which means ‘to give’ or ‘to deliver’. 

•  Bail refers to the provisional release of the accused in a criminal case in which the court is yet to announce 

the judgment. 

•  The term ‘bail’ means the security that is deposited in order to secure the release of the accused.

Types of Bail in India

•  Regular bail- 

  A regular bail is generally granted to a person who has been arrested or is in police custody. 
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  A bail application can be filed for the regular bail under section 437 and 439 of CrPC.

•  Interim bail- 

  This type of bail is granted for a short period of time and it is granted before the hearing for the grant 

of regular bail or anticipatory bail.

•  Anticipatory bail- 

  Anticipatory bail is granted under section 438 of CrPC either by session court or High Court. 

  An application for the grant of anticipatory bail can be filed by the person who discerns that he may be 

arrested by the police for a non- bailable offence.

Anticipatory Bail Regular Bail
•  Anticipatory bail is a bail that is granted to a 

person, even before an arrest, in anticipation that 
he might be getting arrested in some days for a 
certain criminal offense.

•   There is no need for a First Information Report 
(FIR) to be filed against a person to make an 
application for the anticipatory bail. 

•   When a person anticipates the reasonable grounds 
that exist for his arrest, he will be able to apply 
for the anticipatory bail even before lodging of an 
FIR.

•    A person has the right to apply for the anticipatory 
bail even after lodging an FIR but only before the 
arrest is made. 

•  Once a person is arrested, it is compulsory to 
move an application for regular bail or interim 
bail as the case may be.

•   Regular bail is a bail that is granted by the Court 
to a person after he has been arrested. 

•   When any person commits a cognizable (offences 
for which police can arrest without warrant) and 
non-bailable offense the police will take him into 
custody. 

• After the termination of the period of police 
custody if any, the accused must be sent to Jail. 

•   Under section 437 and 439 of Cr.P.C., such accused 
has a right to be released from custody.

Conditions For Grant of Bail in Bailable Offences
•  Section 436 of Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, lays down that a person accused of bailable offence under 

IPC can be granted bail under the following conditions:

  There are sufficient reasons to believe that the accused has not committed the offence.

  There is sufficient reason to conduct further enquiry in the matter.

  The person is not accused of any offence punishable with death, life imprisonment or imprisonment 
up to 10 years.

Conditions For Grant of Bail in Non-Bailable Offences
•  Section 437 of Code of Criminal Procedure,1973 lays down that the accused does not have the right to apply 

for bail in non-bailable offences. It is discretion of the court to grant bail in case of non-bailable offences.

 If the accused is a woman or a child, bail can be granted in a non-bailable offence.

 If there is lack of evidence then bail in non-Bailable offences can be granted.

 If there is delay in lodging FIR by the complainant, bail may be granted.

 If the accused is gravely sick.

Cancellation of Bail
•  Court has the power to cancel the bail even at a later stage. 

•  The court can cancel the bail granted by it and give directions to the police officer to arrest the person and 
keep in police custody.
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SUB-CATEGORIZING OBCS

Context:  Recently, the centre granted the 13th extension to the Justice Rohini Commission, to examine sub-
categorization of Other Backward Classes (OBCs) and submit its report by 31st January 2023.

What is Sub-Categorization of OBCS?
•  The idea is to create sub-categories within the larger group 

of OBCs for the purpose of reservation. 

•  OBCs are granted 27% reservation in jobs and education 
under the central government. 

•  For OBCs, the debate arises out of the perception that only a 
few affluent communities among the over 2,600 included in 
the Central List of OBCs have secured a major part of the 27% 
reservation. 

•  The argument for creating sub-categories within 
OBCs is that it would ensure equitable distribution of 
representation among all OBC communities.

•  It was to examine this that the Rohini Commission was constituted on October 2, 2017.

•  It was originally set up with these terms of reference:

 To examine the extent of inequitable distribution of benefits 
of reservation among the castes or communities included in the 
broad category of OBCs with reference to such classes included in 
the Central List.

 To work out the mechanism, criteria, norms and parameters 
in a scientific approach for sub-categorization within such OBCs.

 To take up the exercise of identifying the respective castes 
or communities or sub-castes or synonyms in the Central List of OBCs and classifying them into their 
respective sub-categories. 

  To study the various entries in the Central List of OBCs and recommend correction of any repetitions, 
ambiguities, inconsistencies and errors of spelling or transcription.

What Have its Findings Been so Far?
•  97% of all jobs and educational seats have gone to just 25% of all sub-castes classified as OBCs; 

•  24.95% of these jobs and seats have gone to just 10 OBC communities; 

•  983 OBC communities — 37% of the total — have zero representation in jobs and educational institutions; 

•  994 OBC sub-castes have a total representation of only 2.68% in recruitment and admissions.

Why do OBCS Want Sub-Categorization?
•  In India, OBCs get 27 per cent reservation in jobs and education provided by the Centre. 

•  The sub-categorization is being demanded as a handful of total communities get a major chunk of the 
reserved jobs and seats in educational institutes.

•  As there is limited data on the population of various sub-categories of OBCs, the commission was appointed 
to collect it. 

•  This is expected to help the government in forming official OBC sub-categories and ensure a more equitable 
representation of all sub-communities.

•  The Commission has also been asked to recommend corrections in the spellings of sub-castes. 

•  It is expected to work out the mechanism, criteria, norms and parameters in a scientific manner for sub-
categorization.

The Rohini Commission was constituted 
under Article 340 of the Constitution. 

At that time, it was given 12 weeks to 
submit its report, but has been given several 
extensions since, the latest one being the 
13th.

Article 340 deals with the appointment 
of a commission to investigate the 
conditions of backward classes.
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What are The Reservation Rules in India?
•  Currently, 27 per cent jobs and seats in educational institutes provided by the Centre have been reserved for 

OBCs. 

•  A report says only 20 per cent of central government jobs have gone to OBCs.

•  Apart from OBCs, scheduled castes (SC) and scheduled tribes (ST) also get reservation in jobs and 
educational institutes. 

 Fifteen per cent of seats and jobs have been reserved for SCs and 7.5 per cent for STs.

•  It has also been noted that several seats that fall under the OBC category are taken by candidates from 
the General category as OBC candidates are declared ‘None found suitable’ (NFS).

CHIEF MINISTERS’ FOREIGN TRIPS

Context: Delhi Chief Minister has questioned why the Centre has delayed the clearance of his trip to Singapore.

What clearance do Chief Ministers require to travel abroad?
•  They have to inform the Cabinet Secretariat. 

•  The Cabinet Secretariat and the Ministry of External Affairs 
should be kept informed of the proposed foreign visit, either 
official or private, of Chief Ministers and Ministers of State 
Governments/Union Territories. 

•  However, prior political clearance and FCRA (Foreign 
Contribution Regulation Act) clearance are mandatory.

•  In case of Chief Ministers and Ministers of state governments, a 
copy of the application must also be sent to the Secretary, 
Department of Economic Affairs (DEA).

What is political clearance?
•  This comes from the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA). 

•  This is required not only for public servants but any government servant for a foreign trip. 

•  The decision is taken based on multiple factors such as 

 the nature of the event, 

 the level of participation from other countries, 

 the kind of invitation that has been extended, 

 India’s relations with the host country.

Are any other clearances required?
•  Different officers need different additional clearances. 

•  Chief Ministers, ministers of state governments and other state officials also need clearance from the 
Department of Economic Affairs. 

•  For Union ministers, after getting political clearance from the MEA, additional clearance is needed from the 
Prime Minister, whether the trip is official or personal. 

•  Lok Sabha MPs need clearance from the Speaker, and Rajya Sabha members from the Chairperson (Vice 
President of India). 

•  For officers of various ministries up to Joint Secretary level, clearance is given by the minister concerned, 
after political clearance. 

•  For those above that rank, the proposal needs approval of a screening committee of secretaries.

•  If the foreign trip involves the hospitality of organisations other than those of the UN, FCRA clearance is 
needed from the Home Ministry. 

•  For MPs, it is not obligatory to inform the Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha secretariat if the trip is private. 

•  For government employees, all foreign trips, official or personal, need approval.
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Do judges need clearance for foreign trips?
•  For official foreign travel, the proposal by a Supreme Court or High Court judge is sent to the Department of 

Justice (DoJ) after taking clearance from the Chief Justice of India. 

•  The DoJ, after taking political clearance from the MEA and in some cases from the Home Ministry (when 
FCRA is involved), issues approval. 

•  Political clearance from the MEA was needed even for personal trips until February 11, 2010, when the DoJ 
decided to dispense with this necessity in case of private visits.

•  So, now judges do not need clearance for personal foreign trips.

UNPARLIAMENTARY WORDS

Context: Ahead of the Monsoon session, a major row erupted recently over a 50-page compilation of unparliamentary 
words deemed unfit for use in Parliament, released by the Lok Sabha secretariat.

About the rules
•  While Article 105(2) of the Constitution lays down that “no 

Member of Parliament shall be liable to any proceedings in any court 
in respect of anything said or any vote given by him in Parliament 
or any committee thereof”, MPs do not enjoy the freedom to say 
whatever they want inside the House.

•  These checks ensure that MPs cannot use defamatory or indecent 
or undignified or unparliamentary words inside the House.

•  There are phrases and words, literally in thousands, both in 
English and in Indian languages, that are considered “unparliamentary”. 

•  The Presiding Officers — Speaker of Lok Sabha and Chairperson of Rajya Sabha — have the job of keeping 
such words out of Parliament’s records.

•  For their reference, the Lok Sabha Secretariat has brought out a bulky book titled ‘Unparliamentary 
Expressions’.

 The last such book was published in 2009.

•  The state legislatures too are guided mainly by the same book, first compiled in 1999.

•  The Speaker has the discretion under Rule 380 to expunge the word or usage.

    

NOTES
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ECONOMY

CRITICAL MINERAL
Context: India and Australia decided to strengthen their partnership in the field of projects and supply chains for 
critical minerals.

What are Critical Minerals?
•  Critical minerals are elements that are the building blocks of essential modern-day technologies, and are at 

risk of supply chain disruptions. 

•  These minerals are now used everywhere from making mobile phones, computers to batteries, electric vehicles 
and green technologies like solar panels and wind turbines. 

•  Based on their individual needs and strategic considerations, different countries create their own lists. Such 
lists mostly include 

 graphite, lithium and cobalt, which are used for making EV batteries; 

 rare earths that are used for making magnets  

 silicon which is a key mineral for making computer chips and solar panels. 

•  Other applications: Aerospace, communications and defence industries also rely on several such minerals as 
they are used in manufacturing fighter jets, drones, radio sets and other critical equipment.

Why is this Resource Critical?
•  As countries around the world scale up their transition towards clean 

energy and digital economy, these critical resources are key to the 
ecosystem that fuels this change. 

•  Any supply shock can severely imperil the economy and strategic 
autonomy of a country over-dependent on others to procure critical 
minerals.
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KABIL

India has set up KABIL or the Khanij Bidesh India Limited, a joint venture of three public sector companies, to 
ensure a consistent supply of critical and strategic minerals to the Indian domestic market. 

Australia’s Critical Minerals Facilitation Office (CMFO) and KABIL had recently signed an MoU aimed at ensuring 
reliable supply of critical minerals to India.

BLUE ECONOMY

Context: The Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology has said that the Union Ministry of 
Earth Sciences (MoES) is finalising a National Policy on the blue economy for the country.

What is Blue Economy? 
•  Blue economy essentially refers to the multitude of ocean resources available in the country that can be 

harnessed to aid the production of goods and services because of its linkages with economic growth, 
environmental sustainability, and national security. 

•  The blue economy is a vast socio-economic opportunity for coastal nations like India to utilise ocean 
resources for societal benefit responsibly. 

Significance of India’s Blue Economy
•  India’s blue economy is a subset of the national economy comprising the entire ocean resources system and 

human-made economic infrastructure in marine, maritime, and onshore coastal zones within the country’s 
legal jurisdiction. 

•  With some 7,500 kilometres, India has a unique maritime position. 

•  Nine states are coastal, and India’s geography includes 1,382 islands. 

•  There are nearly 199 ports, including 12 major ports that handle approximately 1,400 million tons of cargo 
each year. 

•  Besides, India’s Exclusive Economic Zone of over 2 million square kilometres has a bounty of living and 
non-living resources with significant recoverable resources such as crude oil and natural gas. 

•  The coastal economy sustains over 4 million fisherfolk and coastal communities. 

About the National Policy on Blue Economy
•  It envisages the optimal utilisation of all sectors of the 

maritime domain, from living and non-living resources to 
tourism and ocean energy for sustainable development of 
coastal areas.

•  The document contains key recommendations on:

  a national accounting framework for the blue economy and 
ocean governance; 

 coastal marine spatial planning and tourism priority; 

 marine fisheries, aquaculture, and fish processing; 

 manufacturing, emerging industries, trade, technology, services, skill development; 

 logistics, infrastructure, and shipping; 

 coastal and deep-sea mining and offshore energy; 

 security, strategic dimensions, and international engagement.

•  A National Blue Economy Advisory Council has been proposed to be set up. 

 It will have the secretaries of relevant ministries and departments as members and include chief 
secretaries / principal secretaries of the coastal states and representatives from industry.
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                      WHAT IS GIFT CITY?
•  The Gujarat International Finance Tec-City was envisioned during the Vibrant Gujarat Global Investor 

Summit of 2007. 

•  It was touted as India’s first business district housing an International Finance Service Centre (IFSC) 
and special economic zone (SEZ) for domestic and international financial services.

•  Located along the Sabarmati River near Gandhinagar, the greenfield smart city is around 12 km from 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport.

•  Thought of as a Central Business District (CBD), GIFT City was inspired by the success of financial hubs 
like Singapore, London, Hong Kong, Dubai and Tokyo, and aspired to be “at or above par’’ these metropolises. 

•  As an SEZ, it has its own set of rules and regulations i.e., it is an offshore jurisdiction with special laws and 
sops to attract foreign nationals and capital flows.

SPECIAL CESS ON EXPORTS OF AUTOMOBILE FUELS

Context: The government has imposed special additional excise duty/ cesses on exports of petrol and diesel of 
Rs 6 per litre and Rs 13 per litre respectively.

DETAILS:

•  The import duty on gold has been hiked to 15 per cent from 10.75 per cent to curb imports of gold amid 
concerns over increasing pressure on the current account deficit.

•  A cess of Rs 23,250 per tonne (by way of special additional excise duty or SAED) or windfall tax, has been 
imposed on crude. 

•  A SAED of Rs 6 per litre has also been imposed on exports of aviation turbine fuel (ATF) or jet fuel.

WHAT ARE THE PETROLEUM DUTY CHANGES?

•  In a bid to regulate domestic crude oil producers from importing crude and then selling it at international 
parity prices, a windfall tax has been imposed.

 The domestic crude producers sell crude to domestic refineries at international parity prices. 

 As a result, the domestic crude producers are making windfall gains. 

 Taking this into account, a cess of Rs 23,250 per tonne has been imposed on crude. 

 Import of crude would not be subject to this cess.

•  The cesses of Rs 6 per litre on petrol and Rs 13 per litre on diesel have been imposed to disincentivise their 
exports.

•  Also, the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) has imposed an export policy condition that exporters 
would be required to declare at the time of export that 50% of the quantity mentioned in the shipping bill 
has been/ will be supplied in the domestic market during the current fiscal.

WHY THE DUTY CHANGES ON PETROLEUM?

•  For much of June, several cities across the country witnessed petrol pumps rationing supplies or shutting due 
to non-availability of fuel, leading to concerns about shortages and triggering panic buying among some 
consumers.

•  As global crude prices increased and the value of the rupee fell simultaneously, oil marketing companies 
(OMCs) such as state-owned IOCL, HPCL, and BPCL, and private companies Rosneft-backed Nayara Energy 
and Reliance Industries, started to report losses on retail sales.

•   As the losses mounted, downstream oil companies tried to reduce supply to petrol pump vendors, which 
resulted in fuel shortage at pumps in multiple states. 
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•  Shortages had been noticed in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Karnataka.

RUPEE DEPRECIATION

Context: The Indian rupee breached the exchange rate level of 80 to a US dollar in early trade recently.

What is Rupee depreciation?

•  When you need more rupees to buy other currency this means that rupee is getting devalued. 

Factors affecting Rupee depreciation or appreciation

•  Current account deficit (CAD): 

  CAD is the result of country’s higher imports than exports or where payment is higher than receipts. 

  Simply put, the rupee is weakening against the dollar because in the market there is a greater demand 
for dollars than there is for the rupee. 

  Indians importing more goods and services than what they export. 

  This is what is called Current Account Deficit (CAD). 

  When a country has it, it implies that more foreign currency (especially dollars) is flying out of India 
than what is coming in.

  Since the start of 2022, as crude oil and other commodity prices have started rising in the wake of the war 
in Ukraine, India’s CAD has widened sharply. 

  This has put pressure on the rupee to depreciate (or lose value against the dollar) because Indians are 
demanding more dollars to import goods from outside the country.

  Gold and crude oil are the two major items In India’s import list. 

•  Falling Investments in the Indian Economy: 

  Capital account flows comes in the shape of 
FIIs (foreign Institutional Investors) and FDI 
(Foreign direct Investments). 

  FIIs invest in Stock market or bonds and FDIs 
come in with Business opportunities. 

  Looking at the country’s weak growth 
outlook, high inflation, high current account 
deficit etc. FIIs are taking their money back 
to their country where they are seeing more 
growth opportunities and also no currency 
risk. 

  And FDIs are getting impacted by weak 
government policies, Red tapism and less 
parliamentary action. 

  If both these investors come in India then 
demand for rupee will increase as they will bring in dollars to convert into rupees which provide stability 
to rupee.

  Historically, India as well as most developing economies tend to have a CAD. 

  But in India’s case, this deficit was more than made up for by foreign investors rushing to invest in the 
country; this is also called the Capital Account Surplus. 

  This surplus brought billions of dollars and ensured that the demand for the rupee (relative to the 
dollar) remained strong.

  But since the start of 2022, more and more foreign investors have been pulling money out of the Indian 
markets. 
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  This has happened because the interest rates in the US are rising much faster than in India. 

  This fall in investments has sharply reduced the demand for Indian rupees among investors wanting 

to invest in Indian stock markets.

•  Interest rate and inflation: 

  High interest rates (as in India) attract foreign investors as they get less rate of interest in their own 

country, but high interest rates hit local industry and their cost of capital increases. 

  High inflation and interest rates make our export costlier and thus reducing the demand of our products 

outside which means less exports. 

  This in turn increases the Current Account deficit and thus rupee depreciation. 

  The unstable currency movements make foreign investors wary of their decision and they prefer to move 

out of such country.

Is the rupee the only currency to depreciate?

•  No, the dollar has been appreciating against all currencies including the euro and Japanese yen etc. 

•  In fact, the rupee has appreciated against several currencies such as the euro.

Role of RBI in “managing” the rupee’s exchange rate. 

•  RBI does not allow sharp fluctuations in the rupee’s exchange rate. 

•  It intervenes to smoothen the fall or restrict the rise. 

 It softens the fall by selling dollars in the market, a move that reduces the gap between the demand for 

rupees vis-à-vis dollars.

 This is what leads to a fall in India’s foreign exchange reserves. 

•  When RBI wants to hold back the rupee from appreciating then it takes away excess dollars from the 

market — this is what leads to a rise in India’s foreign exchange reserves.
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LOOKOUT NOTICE
Context: The Kolkata Police issued a lookout notice against suspended BJP spokesperson Nupur Sharma after she 
failed to turn up to the summons issued by at least two police stations in the city. 

What is Look out Notice?

•  An LOC is issued to make sure that an individual who is absconding or wanted by law enforcement agencies 
is not able to leave the country. 

•  It is mostly used at immigration checkpoints at international airports and seaports by the immigration 
branch.

•  In certain cases, the police can approach a court asking for the restriction of a person’s movement outside 
the country, when that person is a suspect and there is an apprehension that they may not join the investigation 
at a later stage. 

•  The subject of an LOC can challenge the circular and get relief from a court.
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•   An LOC can be modified/deleted/withdrawn by the Bureau of Immigration only on the specific request of 
the authorised originator on whose request the LOC was issued.

Does an LOC lead to arrest?
•  LOCs can be of several types. They can seek:

  to merely stop a person against whom the circular has been issued from travelling outside the country

  to prevent a person from entering the country

  to inform the concerned investigation agencies

  The proforma of the LOC also contains a request to detain the individual at the local police/investigation 
agency, which generally leads to arrest

DUMPING AND ANTI-DUMPING

Context: India’s optical fibre industry has seen unfair competition from cheap imports from China, Indonesia and 
South Korea. 

•  These countries have been dumping their products in India at rates lower than the market price.

What is Dumping?
•  The World Trade Organisation defines dumping as “an international price discrimination situation in 

which the price of a product offered in the importing country is less than the price of that product in the 
exporting country’s market”.

•  Therefore, dumping is, in general, a situation of international price discrimination this unfair trade practice 
which has a negative impact on international trade.

•  When the goods are exported by a country to a foreign country at a price lower than the price it charges in 
its own home market is called dumping.

•  Dumping is legal under World Trade Organization (WTO) rules if the foreign country can reliably show the 
negative effects the exporting firm has caused its domestic producers. 

•  In order to protect domestic producers from dumping, countries use tariffs and quotas.

What is Anti-Dumping 
•  The WTO Agreement does not regulate the actions of companies engaged in dumping. 

•  Its focus is on how governments can or cannot react to dumping — it disciplines anti-dumping actions, and 
it is often called the “Anti-dumping Agreement”.

•  Anti-dumping is a protectionist tariff, imposed by a domestic government on foreign imports that are at a 
price lower than the price it normally charges in its own home market.

•  Anti-dumping duty is imposed as a remedy to the distortive trade which arises due to dumping of goods. 
This tool of fair competition is permitted by the WTO.

•  From long-term perspective, anti-dumping duties can reduce the international competition of domestic 
companies producing similar goods.

•  There is a difference between Anti-dumping duty and Countervailing duty.

  Countervailing duty is a customs duty on those goods that have received some kind of government 
subsidies whether in the originating or exporting country

  Anti- dumping duty is a form of customs duty on imports. 

  It actually provides a protection against the dumping of goods at prices substantially lower than the 
normal value.

WTO’s Provision of Sunset Review Related to Anti-Dumping Duty
•  Unless revoked earlier, the validity of anti-dumping duty is for five years from the date of imposition. 

•  It can be extended for a further period of five years through a sunset or expiry review investigation.
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•  It is a valuation of the need for the continued existence of a program or an agency.

Which Authority in India Administers Trade Remedial Measures Like Anti-Dumping?
•  Directorate General of Trade Remedies, the apex national authority under the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry which administers all trade remedial measures.

•  Trade remedial measures include anti-dumping, countervailing duties and safeguard measures.

•  Its job is to provide trade defence support to the domestic industry.

•  It provides safeguards to the exporters in dealing with increasing instances of trade remedy investigations 
instituted against them by other countries.

WAREHOUSING ACT

Context: The Union Food and Public Distribution Ministry has suggested major amendments to the Warehousing 
(Development and Regulation) Act of 2007.

Key Details
•   At present, registration with the Warehousing Development and Regulation Authority (WDRA) is optional. 

•  After the proposed amendment, which is yet to be cleared by the Cabinet, registration of all third-party 
warehouses throughout the country, will be undertaken in a phased manner.

•  The Warehousing Development and Regulation Aughority Act:

 The WDRA was established in 2010 to ensure scientific storage by prescribing infrastructural and 
procedural standards. 

  Captive warehouses such as the FCI are excluded from the ambit of the Act. 

  Besides mandating the negotiability of warehouse receipt, it prescribes the form and manner of 
registration of warehouses and issue of Negotiable Warehouse Receipts including electronic format 
and prescribes establishment of Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority (WDRA), a 
regulatory body under the Act. 

  The Authority shall consist of a Chairperson and not more than two members. 

  The Regulatory Authority will register and accredit warehouses intending to issue negotiable warehouse 
receipts and put in place a system of quality certification and grading of commodities with a view to 
protecting the interests of holders of warehouse receipts against negligence, malpractices and fraud.

GOVERNMENT SECURITIES

Context: There is no change in small savings rates amid rising G-Sec yields.

What are Government Securities?
•  In order to meet its fiscal expenditure, the government has to borrow money. 

•  Very similar to how banks give interest on fixed deposits and use that money to lend to others, Govt uses it to 
run our country. 

•  Government Securities, or G-Secs, are debt paper issued by the Reserve Bank of India, or RBI, on behalf of 
the Government of India or state governments.

  The RBI issues T-bills and Bonds on behalf of the government to raise money by offering a fixed return 
on investment. 

•  G-Secs is a collective term for these two types of securities: maturities less than 1 year are called T-bills and 
those more than one year are called bonds.

•  Debt funds, banks and financial institutions purchase these instruments. 

•  Besides debt funds, there are specific mutual funds that invest only in such instruments. These are called gilt 
funds. 

  They are pure debt funds that have a minimum of 80% of the portfolio invested in G-Secs and State 
Development Loans (SDLs), the balance in cash and cash equivalents.



MONTHLY MAGAZINE JULY 202223

•  NEW DELHI •  MUMBAI     •  KOLKATA    •  AHMEDABAD   •  ANAND   •  BHILAI    •  BHUBANESWAR      •  CHANDIGARH   
•  DEHRADUN   •  GANDHINAGAR   •  KANPUR   •  PATNA   •  RAIPUR   •  RAJKOT   •  RANCHI   •  SURAT   •  VADODARA

Whatsapp No. 93132-18734, 82877-76460 (chahalacademy@gmail.com)

•  But G-secs are different from everyday lending between two private individuals or entities.

  For one, G-secs carry the lowest risk of all investments. The chances of the government not paying back 
your money are almost zero. It is thus the safest investment one can make.

  The other ways in which G-Secs are different are in the manner in which they are structured, and how 
their effective interest rates (also called yields) are calculated.

How are G-Sec Yields Calculated?
•   G-sec yields change over time.

•   Every G-sec has a face value, a coupon payment and 
price. 

•  The price of the bond may or may not be equal to the 
face value of the bond.

  For example: Suppose the government floats a 
10-year G-sec with a face value of Rs 100 and a 
coupon payment of Rs 5.

  If one were to buy this single G-sec from the 
government, it would mean that one will give Rs 
100 to the government today and the government 
will promise to 

  return the sum of Rs 100 at the end of tenure (10 
years), and 

  pay Rs 5 each year until the end of this tenure.

•  At this point, the face value of this G-sec is equal to its 
price, and its yield (or the effective interest rate) is 
5%.

What do G-Sec Yields Show?
•  If G-sec yields (say for a 10-year bond) are going up, 

it would imply that lenders are demanding even more from private sector firms or individuals; that’s because 
anyone else is riskier when compared to the government.

•  It is also known that when it comes to lending, interest rates rise with the rise in risk profile. 

•  As such, if G-sec yields start going up, it means lending to the government is becoming riskier.

•  If the G-sec yields are going up, it suggests that the bond prices are falling. 

•  That in happens when people are worried about the government’s finances (or its ability to pay back).

•  If a government’s finances are sorted, more and more people want to lend money to such a G-sec. This in turn, 
leads to bond prices going up and yields coming down.

RANDOMISED CONTROLLED TRIALS

Context: Economist and Nobel laureate Michael R Kremer has said that for a diverse country like India randomised 
controlled trials (RCTs) must be carried out at multiple sites for better analysis and to see differences across states.

Key Details
•  RCT, a research design for experimental studies, was heavily discussed after Kremer and fellow economists 

Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo won the 2019 Nobel Prize winner in Economics. 

•  They had made the use of RCT for their research on poverty. 

•  It is usually undertaken to study the effects of a new entrant into an environment

What are randomised controlled trials?
•  RCTs involve dividing a population into smaller groups, in order to comparatively see the outcomes of an 

external stimulus. 
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 For example, if the aim of a study is to understand whether 
a free grains distribution scheme helped improve 
the nutrition levels among people living in a district, 
researchers will first create two groups within the 
population, and then put people into those groups 
randomly.

  One group (called the control group) does not receive 
the grains or the external stimulus, while the other group 
(treatment group) does.

  After a designated period of time, details of how both the 
groups are doing would be collected. 

  In this way, the goal is to understand what the overall 
impact of introducing something new could be.

Criticism
•  While the Nobel laureates had billed RCTs as a method to 

focus on more day-to-day answers to problems of poverty and 
deprivation, such as delivery of basic amenities, critics say the method cannot be used in all cases, while 
others argue it is fundamentally flawed.

•  Angus Deaton, the winner of the Economics Nobel in 2015, had said “randomisation does not equalise two 
groups”, and warned against over-reliance on RCTs to frame policies.

•  Many believe that two or more groups carved out from a singular population living in an area may not be 
totally random. 

  There may be more women in one group, or one group may have more people having some kind of 
distinctiveness that affects the result. 

  As a result, the outcomes may not give an accurate view, and the very use of a scientific experiment tool in 
social sciences was questioned.

•  RCTs also cannot be used to study something after it has happened, they need to be planned beforehand. 

•  And, while RCTs show results for a particular population in an area, it may not be proof that the same 
results will be achieved elsewhere, especially if the sample size is not big or the trial deals with a very 
specific kind of population sub-group. 

•  RCT has also been criticized for reducing the study of poverty to small interventions unconnected to the 
lived experiences of the poor.

    

NOTES
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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY
AMENDMENTS TO THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION ACT

Context: The government has stated that the Centre’s proposed amendments to decriminalise certain provisions of 
the EPA, were to “save law abiding citizens/entrepreneurs from undue harassment in case of minor non-compliances”. 

Environment Ministry’s proposed amendments
•  The Environment Ministry has proposed amendments in four key legislations: 

 The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, 

 the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, 

 the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 

 the Public Liability Insurance (PLI) Act, 1991. 

•  These are the cornerstone environmental laws that led to the setting up of the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB), empowering it to take action against individuals and corporate bodies who pollute air, water 
and land. 

•  The clutch of laws currently empowers the CPCB to either shut down a polluting industrial body or 
imprison executives of an organisation found to be environmental violators.

•  With a set of amendments, the Environment Ministry proposes to modify provisions of the Environment 
Protection Act (EPA), by replacing clauses that provides for imprisonment with ones that only requires 
violators to pay a fine. 

•  These, however, don’t apply to violations that cause grave injury or loss of life. 

How will violators be punished? 
•  Current law:

 The EPA currently says that violators face imprisonment up to five years or a fine up to ₹1 lakh or both. 

 If the violations continue, an additional fine of up to ₹5,000 for every day during which such failure or 
contravention continues after the conviction may be levied. 

 There’s also a provision for the jail term to extend to seven years.

•  The Amendments:

  The changes proposed include the appointment of an ‘adjudication officer’ who will decide on the 
penalty in cases of environmental violations such as reports not being submitted or information not 
provided when demanded. 

  Funds collected as penalties would be accrued in an “Environmental Protection Fund.” 

  In case of contraventions of the Act, the penalties could extend to anywhere from five lakh to five 
crore, but the clause on provision of a jail term for the first default has been sought to be removed.

FOREST RIGHTS ACT

Context: 2.59 lakh beneficiaries of the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006 has entered its 16th year of implementation in 
Odisha.

Key Details
•  While many States are nowhere near completing implementation of the historic Act, Odisha is aiming for a 

full rollout by 2024.

•  It is the first State in the country to make budgetary provision for implementation of the Central Act. 

•  The State is not only ensuring tenurial security and entitlement over land but also addressing livelihood and 
food security under the Act.
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•  The mission, currently under Finance Department and Planning and Convergence Department scrutiny, aims 
at granting the tribal people their rightful ownership.

•  The State government has also set up a dedicated project management unit only for FRA implementation.
About the FRA 

•  The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act of 2006 
is also known as the Forest Rights Act, the Tribal Rights Act, the Tribal Bill and the Tribal Land Act.

•  It is pivotal legislation that governs and provisions for the legal rights of the forest-residing communities, 
particularly the indigenous Adivasi tribal community, over the territory and natural resources. 

•  The Act encompasses: 

 Rights of Self-cultivation and 
Habitation which are usually 
regarded as Individual rights; 

 Community Rights as Grazing, 
Fishing and access to Water bodies 
in forests, 

  Habitat Rights for PVTGs, 

  Traditional Seasonal Resource 
access of Nomadic and Pastoral 
community, 

  Access to biodiversity, 

 Community right to intellectual 
property and traditional knowledge, 

  Recognition of traditional customary 
rights 

 Right to protect, regenerate or 
conserve or manage any community forest resource for sustainable use. 

•  It also provides rights to allocation of forest land for developmental purposes to fulfil basic infrastructural 
needs of the community. 

  In conjunction with the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation 
and Settlement Act, 2013 FRA protects the tribal population from eviction without rehabilitation 
and settlement. 

•  The Act further enjoins upon the Gram Sabha and rights holders the responsibility of:

  conservation and protection of bio-diversity, wildlife, forests, adjoining catchment areas, water sources 
and other ecologically sensitive areas 

  to stop any destructive practices affecting these resources or cultural and natural heritage of the tribals. 

  The Gram Sabha is also a highly empowered body under the Act, enabling the tribal population to have 
a decisive say in the determination of local policies and schemes impacting them.

WORLD OVERSHOOT DAY

Context: This year’s Earth Overshoot Day was observed July 28, a day before it was celebrated last year July 29 and 
nearly a month earlier than it was celebrated in 2020 August 22.

Key Details
•  The day, hosted and calculated by Global Footprint Network, an international research organisation, falls 

earlier every year, to indicate that humanity’s demand for natural resources exceeds what the Earth can 
provide.

•  Moving the date of exhaustion communicates to the world that the time to act and save the planet is running 
out.

•  Earth Overshoot Day marks the date when humanity’s demand for ecological resources and services in 
a given year exceeds what Earth can regenerate in that year.
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•  The organisation listed five ways to “turn around our natural consumption trends to restore the Earth’s 
“ecological debt”:

 Take care of the planet’s biodiversity and let nature thrive

 Design and manage cities sustainably

 Use our energy resources judiciously

 Control the population

 Choose how we feed ourselves

•  An ambitious reduction of CO2 emissions and the implementation of projects for protection and 
restoration of forests, oceans, rivers and wetlands is necessary and so is a change in food consumption 
habits.

•  Adopting a plant-based diet brings down: 

 food-based greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by at least 30 per cent, 

 wildlife loss by up to 46 per cent 

 agriculture land-use by at least 41 per cent 

 premature deaths by at least 20 per cent.

•  A new study by WWF and Tesco revealed that food waste amounts to 10 per cent of GHG, a jump from 
previous estimates of eight per cent.

  This amounts to twice the yearly carbon emissions from automobiles in the United States and Europe. 

  The report said 1.2 billion tones of food was left wasted on farms and additionally, 931 million tonnes 
was left wasted in retail and consumption too.
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  Overall, 2.5 billion tonnes of food goes uneaten globally. 

  The report said approximately 40 per cent of all food grows uneaten worldwide, up from the previous 
estimated figure of 33 per cent.

SAMUDRAYAAN MISSION

Context: Recently, the Minister of State (I/C) for M/o Earth Sciences and M/o Science & Technology briefed the Rajya 
Sabha on Samudrayan Mission.

What is Samudrayaan Mission?

•  The Samudrayaan mission is India’s first manned 
ocean mission, with the goal of sending men deep 
into the ocean in a submersible vehicle for deep-ocean 
exploration and rare mineral mining. 

•  The 200-crore Samudrayaan Mission will send three 
people to a depth of 6000 metres in the sea in a 
manned submersible vehicle called MATSYA 6000 for 
deep underwater studies. 

•  Submarines have a maximum depth of roughly 200 
metres.

•  The Samudrayaan mission was announced by the 
National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT) in 
tandem with ISRO’s Gaganyaan mission, which seeks to 
launch a manned mission into space by 2022. 

•  The Rs 6000-crore Samudrayaan mission is part of the Deep Ocean Mission.
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CHINKARA ANTELOPE

Context: Rajasthan’s state animal, the Chinkara antelope, has been dying in large numbers in Jaisalmer’s Orans or 
traditional desert pastures, according to local residents.

Key Details
•  Reasons for premature deaths:

 Spread of solar parks in the desert and their 
boundary walls, 

  Feral dogs, 

  Poaching 

  Blockage of wildlife pathways.

•  The number of Chinkara has been continuously 
declining in annual wildlife censuses carried out by 
the Rajasthan Forest department.

•  There were 47,640 Chinkara in 2018. 

 In 2019, the number came down to 42,590. 

 In 2020, the number declined further to 41,412. 

 In 2021, the census was not carried out due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

NEW FOREST CONSERVATION RULES, 2022
Context: Recently, an opposition party hit out the Central government for the recently issued Forest Conservation 
Rules 2022.
About the new rules

•  The Forest (Conservation) Act (FCA), 1980 was enacted to help conserve the country’s forests.

  The Forest Conservation Act of 1980 brought the diversion of forest land for non-forestry purposes under 
the purview of the central government. 

  Till then, the states were solely in charge of clearing projects and diverting forest land. 

  The Forest Conservation Act, laid down the process by which forest diversion could be carried out for 
projects such as mines or dams.

  It strictly restricts and regulates the de-reservation of forests or use of forest land for non-forest 
purposes without the prior approval of the Centre.

•  The Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 recognises the rights of the forest-dwelling tribal communities and 
other traditional forest-dwellers who depend on the forest for their livelihood and habitation.

•  The new rules state that compliance with the FRA is not required for the final approval for forest diversion. 

  This approval is sealed when a user hands over the Net Present Value (NPV), a mandatory one-time 
payment made to divert forestland for non-forest use.

•  As per the provisions of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, the Approval of the Central Government under the 
Forest (Conservation), Act 1980 is a prior approval of the Central Government which does not directly lead 
to non-forestry use or breaking of forest land.  

  Process of approval for diversion of forest land culminates after issuance of final diversion order by 
the State Government or UT concerned which authorizes use of forest land for intended purpose and 
hands over the land to the user agency. 

•  Provisions of the Forest(Conservation)Rules,2022 provide that “The State Government or Union territory 
Administration after receiving the ‘Final’ approval of the Central Government under and after fulfillment 
and compliance of the provisions of all other Acts and rules made there under, as applicable including ensuring 
settlement of rights under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest 
Rights) Act, 2006 (No. 2 of 2007), shall issue order for diversion, assignment of lease or dereservation, as 
the case may be” imply that Forest (Conservation) Rules,2022 emphasize the compliance of the provisions 
of all Acts and Rules. 
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•  Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2022 have been promulgated solely to implement the provisions of the 
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. 

•  The Rules do not inhibit the commencement of processes envisaged in other laws like 

  Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, 

  Environment (Protection) Act, 1986,

  Land Acquisition Act, 1896, 

  Forest Rights Act, 2006, etc. 

• Provisions envisaged in other statutory laws can be undertaken simultaneously by the respective nodal 
implementing agencies. 

CATS AS ALIEN INVASIVE SPECIES

Context: A respected Polish scientific institute has classified domestic cats as an “invasive alien species,” citing the 
damage they cause to birds and other wildlife.

Key Details
•  According to this institute, the common house cat was most probably domesticated around 10,000 years 

ago in the Middle East and as a result, it will not be wrong to consider them an “alien species” for Europe from 
a strictly scientific point of view.

•  About the cat species:

  The cat is a domestic species of small carnivorous mammal. 

  It is the only domesticated species in the family Felidae and is often referred to as the domestic cat to 
distinguish it from the wild members of the family.

  A cat can either be a house cat, a farm cat or a feral cat - the latter ranges freely and avoids human 
contact.

•  Alien invasive species: These are non-native to an ecosystem. They may cause economic or environmental 
harm or even adversely affect human health.

ANTARCTIC BILL

Context: The Lok Sabha deferred the consideration and passing of the Indian Antarctic Bill, 2022. 

About the Antarctica Bill
•  The draft bill is the first domestic legislation with regard to Antarctica in India.

•  Twenty-seven countries already have domestic legislations on Antarctica including: 

  Argentina, Australia, Belarus, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Columbia, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Republic of Korea, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Russian Federation, South Africa, Spain, 
Sweden, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America, Uruguay and Venezuela. Many others, 
such as India, are now following suit.

WHAT IS THE ANTARCTICA TREATY?
•  The Antarctic Treaty was signed in 1959 by 12 countries 

— 

 Argentina, 

 Australia, 

 Belgium, 

 Chile, 

 French Republic, 

 Japan, 

 New Zealand, 
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 Norway, 

 Union of South Africa, 

 USSR, 

 the UK of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

  the US of America, 

•  It came into force in 1961.

•  The Treaty covers the area south of 60°S latitude.

•  The objectives of the treaty are 

 to demilitarize Antarctica 

 establish it as a zone used for peaceful research activities 

 to set aside any disputes regarding territorial sovereignty.

•  Currently, 54 nations are signatories to the Antarctic Treaty, but only 29 nations have a right to vote at the 
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings – this includes India.

•  India signed the Antarctic Treaty in 1983 and received consultative status the same year.

•  The Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) was set up in 1980 
for the protection and preservation of the Antarctic environment and, in particular, for the preservation and 
conservation of marine living resources in Antarctica.

•  The Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty was signed in 1991 and came into force in 
1998. 

  This treaty designates Antarctica as a “natural reserve, devoted to peace and science”.

Main provisions of the Bill
•  Extending of jurisdiction of Indian courts to Antarctica

•  Investigation and trial for crimes committed on the Arctic continent

•  An elaborate permit system for any expedition or individual who wishes to visit the continent. 

  These permits will be issued by a Committee that will be set up by the government. 

  The Committee will comprise of 

  The Secretary Earth Sciences ministry 

  Officials from Defence, Ministry of External Affairs, Finance, Fisheries, Legal Affairs, Science and 
Technology, Shipping, Tourism, Environment, Communication and Space ministries 

  A member from the National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research, National Security Council 
Secretariat and 

  Experts on Antarctica.

  The permits can be cancelled by the Committee if deficiencies are found or activities in contravention 
of the law are detected.

•  The Bill now provides for commercial fishing in the area. 

•  The Bill now enables Indian tour operators to operate in Antarctica circumscribed by strict regulations.

•  The Bill further enlists elaborate standards for environmental protection as well as waste management.

•  The central government can also appoint an officer to carry out inspections.

Prohibitions
•  The Bill prohibits (only exception is for scientific research with a granted permit)

  drilling, 

  dredging, 

  excavation or collection of mineral resources 
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  even doing anything to identify where such mineral deposits occur 

  damaging of native plants, 

  flying or landing helicopters or operating vessels that could disturb birds and seals, 

  using firearms that could disturb the birds and animals, 

  remove soil or any biological material native to Antarctica, 

  engage in any activity that could adversely change the habitat of birds and animals, 

  kill, injure or capture any bird or animal have been strictly prohibited.

 introduction of animals, birds, plants or microscopic organisms that are not native to Antarctica. 

•  Extraction of species for scientific research needs to be done through a permit. 

Penalty system 
•  The draft Bill proposes the setting up of a separate designated court to try crimes committed in Antarctica.

•  The Bill further sets high penal provisions — the lowest penalty comprising an imprisonment between 
one-two years and a penalty of Rs 10-50 lakh. 

•  Extraction of any species native to Antarctica, or introduction of an exotic species to the continent can draw 
imprisonment of seven years and a fine of Rs 50 lakh.

•  For dumping of nuclear waste or a nuclear explosion, the imprisonment can range between 20 years to life 
imprisonment with a fine of Rs 50 crore.

SAKURAJIMA VOLCANO

Context: Dozens of people were urged to evacuate their homes after a fiery volcanic eruption in southern Japan.

Key Details
•  Sakurajima is an active stratovolcano, 

formerly an island and now a peninsula in 
Japan. 

•  It is the most active volcano in Japan. 

•  The volcanic activity still continues, 
dropping volcanic ash on the surroundings. 

•  Earlier eruptions built the white sand 
highlands in the region. 

•  Its summit has three peaks

 Kita-dake (northern peak)

 Naka-dake (central peak) 

 Minami-dake (southern peak) which is active now

•  Kita-dake is Sakurajima’s highest peak, rising to 1,117 m (3,665 ft) above sea level. 

THE KALI BEIN

Context: Recently, the Punjab CM has been admitted to Hospital, days after he had drunk a glass of water directly from 
the Kali Bein, a holy rivulet in Sultanpur Lodhi. 

What is the Kali Bein (Punjab)?
•  The 165-km rivulet starts from Hoshiarpur, runs across four districts and meets 

the confluence of the rivers Beas and Sutlej in Kapurthala.

 A rivulet is a small stream. 

•  Waste water from there as well as industrial waste used to flow into the rivulet 
via a drain, turning its waters black, hence the name Kali Bein (black rivulet). 
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•  Dense grass and weeds grew on the water until a cleaning project started.

•  The Kali Bein is of great significance to Sikh religion, because the first Guru, Nanak Dev, is said to have got 
enlightenment here. 

  When Guru Nanak Dev was staying at Sultanpur Lodhi with his sister Bebe Nanki, he would bathe in the 
Kali Bein. 

KERALA AND ECO-SENSITIVE ZONES

Context: Kerala farmers living along the Western Ghats have been protesting a directive of the Supreme Court for 
setting up buffer or eco-sensitive zones (ESZ) for all protected forests in the country. 

What are Eco-Sensitive Zones?
•  As per the National Wildlife Action Plan 

(2002-2016), issued by the Union Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 
land within 10 km of the boundaries of 
national parks and wildlife sanctuaries 
is to be notified as eco-fragile zones or Eco-
Sensitive Zones (ESZ).

•  While the 10-km rule is implemented 
as a general principle, the extent of its 
application can vary. 

•  Areas beyond 10-km can also be notified 
by the Union government as ESZs, if 
they hold larger ecologically important 
“sensitive corridors.”

Why Are Eco-Sensitive Zones Created?
•  ESZs are created as “shock absorbers” 

for the protected areas, to minimize the 
negative impact on the “fragile ecosystems” 
by certain human activities taking place nearby. 

•  Furthermore, these areas are meant to act as a transition zone from areas requiring higher protection to 
those requiring lesser protection.

•  The ESZs are not meant to hamper the daily activities of people living in the vicinity, but are meant to guard 
the protected areas and refine the environment around them.

  To do so, the guidelines by government list the activities prohibited in an ESZ, such as commercial mining, 
saw mills, commercial use of wood, etc., apart from regulated activities like felling of trees. 

•  There are permitted activities like ongoing agricultural or horticultural practices, rainwater harvesting, 
organic farming, among others.

The Supreme Court Order
•  A three-judge bench of the Supreme Court, in its order on June 3, said national parks, wildlife sanctuaries and 

such protected forests must have an ESZ of minimum 1-km from their boundaries.

•  In 2011, the environment ministry had issued a set of guidelines, which either completely banned or 
regulated certain activities in ESZ. 

  The banned activities are mining, running of saw mills, polluting industries, commercial use of fire 
woods, mega hydel-power projects and manufacturing of hazardous objects. 

  Mining would be allowed only for local use. 
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  The regulated or restricted activities in the ESZ are felling of trees (only with permission from authorities), 
establishment of hotels and resorts as per approved master plan, drastic change in agricultural systems, 
commercial use of natural water resources including ground water harvesting, erection of electrical cables 
with stress on underground cabling, fencing of building premises, widening   of   roads, ban on vehicular   
traffic at night. 

  The permissible activities are ongoing agricultural and horticulture practices, rain water harvesting, 
organic farming and adoption of green technology for all activities.

ESZ’s idea and its evolution

•  It was in 2002 that the national board of wildlife adopted a national wildlife 
conservation strategy that looked at a buffer zone for activities outside the 
sanctuaries and national parks. 

•  The board backed a 10-km buffer zone.

•  The Centre directed all states to list out such areas. 

•  Some states raised concern over applicability of 10 km range. 

•  In 2005, the wildlife board re-examined the issue and decided that the delineation 
of the ESZ would have to be site specific and relate to regulation, rather than 
prohibition, of specific activities.

Kerala Forests And Protected Areas

•  Kerala has 23 protected forest areas, of which 12 are wildlife sanctuaries, 3 bird sanctuaries, five national 
parks and two tiger reserves.

•  Kerala’s forest cover, as per data available from 2019-20, is 11,521 square km, which forms 29.65 per cent 
of the state’s total geographical area.

•  This ratio of forest to total geographical areas is much higher than the national average of 6.09 per cent. 

•  The state’s forest cover has also been going up with an increase of 823 square km from 2017.

Why is the ESZ notification controversial in Kerala?

•  The directive by a three-judge Supreme Court Bench to have a mandatory ecologically sensitive zones 
of minimum one kilometre measured from the demarcated boundary of every protected forest, including 
the national parks and wildlife sanctuaries, has stirred the hornet’s nest in Kerala where any regulatory 
mechanism on land and land use patterns would have political ramifications.

•  Kerala’s concerns 

  Nearly 30% of Kerala is forested land and the Western Ghats occupies 48% of the State. 

  Moreover, there is a network of lakes, canals, wetlands and the 590-kilometre-long coastline, which are 
all governed by a series of environmental conservation and protection legislations, leaving little space for 
its 3.5 crore population to occupy. 

  With an average population density of 900 persons per square kilometre, much higher than the national 
average, the demographic pressure on the available land is unusually high in the State.

  The State Government apprehends that the Supreme Court’s notification may worsen the ground situation 
as it would adversely impact the interests of the State besides upsetting the lives of millions living 
near the protected areas.
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Kerala’s earlier efforts to draft ESZ notifications
•  Earlier, while preparing the draft ESZ notifications for its protected areas including the Malabar, Idukki, 

Aralam, Kottiyoor, Shendurney and Wayanad wildlife sanctuaries, the State Government had taken care to 
exclude the areas with high population density, government and quasi-government institutions, and 
public institutions from the ambit of the notification. 

•  The marking of the ESZ for the protected areas that shared the forest boundary with the neighbouring States 
was a peaceful affair as there were no human habitations in between.

•  However, the apex court’s recent order has changed the picture and forced the State government to re-look 
the ESZs of at least 10 protected areas which were earlier marked as zero.

Way forward for Kerala
•  Kerala is pinning its hope on the Centre’s stand that it was willing to discuss its concerns with the State 

government. 
•  The State government has also decided to explore the option of approaching the Central Empowered 

Committee, as directed by the Supreme Court in its order, to convince the forum of the need to maintain zero 
ecologically sensitive zone in the areas of human habitation. 

•  It may also approach the apex court seeking exemption from the one kilometre ecologically sensitive zone 
regime and to limit it to zero wherever required.

DRAGON FRUIT CULTIVATION
Context: The Centre has decided to promote the cultivation of dragon fruit, known as a “super fruit” for its health 
benefits. 

Key Details
•  The Centre feels that considering the cost effectiveness and global demand for the fruit due to its nutritional 

values, its cultivation can be expanded in India. 
•  At present, this exotic fruit is cultivated in 3,000 hectares; the plan is to increase cultivation to 50,000 

hectares in five years.
•  The Gujarat government recently renamed dragon fruit as kamlam [lotus] and announced an incentive for 

farmers who cultivate it. 
•  The Haryana government also provides a grant for farmers who are ready to plant this exotic fruit variety. 
•  The fruit is considered good for diabetic patients, low in calories and high in nutrients like iron, calcium, 

potassium and zinc. 
•  Superfruits: traditional fruits that are high in antioxidants and are nutrient dense. 

About Dragon Fruit
•  Dragon fruit is also known as “Pitahaya”. 
•  This dragon is a tropical fruit known for its vibrant red skin and sweet, seed-speckled pulp.
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•  The dragon fruit plant is a climbing, large cactus dragon fruit plant that grows tall, succulent-like branches, 
thickens and also produces bright red or yellow fruit. 

•  Dragon fruit flower also produces some of the largest flowers in the world, often referred to as “night-
blooming cereus,” which bloom as gorgeous white flowers for only one night. 

Climate Requirement For Dragon Fruit In India
•  A key feature of these crops is that they can grow in 

extremes of temperature. 

•  Dragons grow well in poor soils but are best suited to 
tropical climates with 40–60 cm rainfall for growth. 

•  The temperature between 20°C to 30°C is considered 
best for growing dragon fruit crops. 

•  Dragon fruit is a subtropical cactus native to Central 
America and South America, which means it thrives in 
mild, humid environments.

Dragon Fruit Farming In Different States of India
•  Dragon fruit is a tropical fruit that also has an increasing demand in India. 

•  Nowadays, the demand for this exotic fruit is increasing, but the supply is limited. 

•  The farmers from Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, 

      and the Andaman & Nicobar Islands are mainly involved in commercial dragon fruit cultivation. 

•  In addition, West Bengal, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh are also taking up this 

      fruit farming.

TETRAPODS

Context: Residents of two buildings in Mumbai, complained of “unusual vibrations” during high tide over the past 
weekend. These vibrations were the result of the relocation of tetrapods as part of the ongoing Coastal Road Project.

DERECHO

Context: States of Nebraska, Minnesota and Illinois in the US were hit by a storm system called a derecho.

What is a Derecho?
•  A derecho, according to the US’s National Weather Service is a widespread, long-lived, straight-line 

windstorm that is associated with a band of rapidly moving showers or thunderstorms. 

•  The name comes from the Spanish word ‘la derecha’ which means ‘straight’. 
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•  Straight-line storms are those in which thunderstorm 
winds have no rotation unlike a tornado. 

•  These storms travel hundreds of miles and cover a vast 
area.

•  Being a warm-weather phenomenon, a derecho 
generally not always occurs during summertime beginning 
May, with most hitting in June and July. 

•  However, they are a rare occurrence as compared to 
other storm systems like tornadoes or hurricanes.

•  For a storm to be classified as a derecho it must have 

 wind gusts of at least 93 km per hour; 

 wind damage swath extending more than 400 km. 

 The time gap between successive wind damage events should not be more than three hours.

Why Did the Sky Turn Green During The Derecho That Hit Us Recently?
•  Severe thunderstorms result in a ‘green sky’ due to light interacting with the huge amount of water they 

hold. 

•  It is believed that the big raindrops and hail scatter away all but the blue wavelengths due to which primarily 
blue light penetrates below the storm cloud. 

•  This blue then combines with the red-yellow of the afternoon or the evening sun to produce green, the 
report said.

Different Types of Derechos
•  They fall into three categories – 

 Progressive - A progressive derecho is associated with a short line of thunderstorms that may travel for 
hundreds of miles along a relatively narrow path. It is a summer phenomenon.

 Serial - A serial derecho, on the other hand, has an extensive squall line – wide and long – sweeping across 
a large area. It usually occurs during spring or fall.

 Hybrid - Hybrid ones have the features of both progressive and serial derechos.

Where do Derechos Usually Occur?
•  They mostly occur across central and eastern parts of the United States.

•  Derechos have also been documented elsewhere across the world. 

•  In 2010, Russia witnessed its first documented derecho. 

•  They have also swept through Germany and Finland, and more recently in Bulgaria and Poland.

NAIROBI FLIES

Context: Around 100 students of an engineering college in East Sikkim have reported skin infections after coming in 
contact with Nairobi flies.

How are Humans Affected by Nairobi Flies?
•  Usually, the insects attack pests that consume crops and are 

beneficial for humans — but at times, they come in contact 
with humans directly and cause harm. 

•  These flies do not bite, but if disturbed while sitting on 
anyone’s skin, they release a potent acidic substance that 
causes burns.

 This substance is called pederin, and can cause irritation 
if it comes in contact with the skin, leading to lesions or unusual marks or colouring on the skin. 
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CENTRE TO SOFTEN PUNITIVE STEPS IN ENVIRONMENT CASE

Context: The Union Environment Ministry proposes to soften the provisions of the Environment Protection Act (EPA), 
1986.

KEY DETAILS
 •  It will do so by replacing a clause that provides for imprisoning violators with one that only requires them to 

pay a fine. 
•  This does not apply to violations that cause grave injury or loss of life. 
•  The proposed fines, in lieu of imprisonment, are five to 500 times greater than those currently levied.
•  The Act currently says that violators will be punishable with imprisonment up to five years or a fine up to 

₹1 lakh, or both. 
•  Were violations to continue, an additional fine of up to ₹5,000 daily during which such failure or contravention 

continues after the conviction would be levied. 
•  There is also a provision for jail terms to extend to seven years.
•  The major change proposed is appointing an “adjudication officer” who will decide on the penalty in cases 

of environmental violations such as reports not being submitted or information not provided when demanded. 
•  In case of serious violations which lead to grievous injury or loss of life, they shall be covered under the 

provision of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 read with Section 24 of the EP Act.
•  Funds collected as penalties would be accrued in an Environmental Protection Fund. 
•  The removal of prison terms also applies to the Air Act, which is the cornerstone legislation for dealing with 

air pollution, and the Water Act, which deals with violations to water bodies.

       ABOUT EPA, 1986

It establishes the framework for studying, planning, and implementing long-term requirements of 
environmental safety and laying down a system of speedy and adequate response to situations threatening the 
environment.’

The roots of the enactment of the EPA lies in the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment held at 
Stockholm in June,1972 (Stockholm Conference), in which India participated, to take appropriate steps for the 
improvement of the human environment.

The EPA Act was enacted under Article 253 of the Indian Constitution which provides for the enactment of 
legislation for giving effect to international agreements.

It empowers the Government to:
•  Plan and execute a nation-wide programme for the prevention, control and abatement of environmental 

pollution.

•  Lay down standards for the quality of the environment in its various aspects like emission or discharge of 
environmental pollutants from various sources.

     PREVIOUS CSE PRELIMS QUESTION (2019)

Consider the following statements:

The Environment Protection Act, 1986 empowers the Government of India to:
1.  State the requirement of public participation in the process of environmental protection, and the procedure 

and manner in which it is sought.
2.  Lay down the standards for emission or discharge of environmental pollutants from various sources.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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FLOATING SOLAR PLANT

Context: India’s largest floating solar plant is now fully operational at Ramagundam in Telangana’s Peddapalli district.

How are These Panels Kept Floating?

•  At Ramagundam, the solar modules 
are placed across 500 acres on 
floaters manufactured with high-
density polyethene material that 
keeps floating irrespective of water-
level fluctuations. 

•  The floating platform consists of an 
inverter, transformer, and a high-
tension circuit breaker.

•  This project is unique because all the electrical equipment from the inverter, transformer, high-tension panel 
to supervisory control and data acquisition are also set up on floating ferro-cement platforms. 

•  According to the NTPC, the entire floating system is anchored through special high-modulus polyethylene 
ropes to the dead weights (concrete blocks) placed in the balancing reservoir bed. 

•  The generated power is evacuated up to the existing switch yard through 33KV underground cables.

How does it Help the Environment?

•  The solar panels floating on the water surface will reduce the evaporation rate and thereby help water 
conservation. 

•  Also, with a minimum land requirement, mostly for associated evacuation arrangements, available land can 
be put to better use unlike in the case of ground-mounted solar farms, which require large land surface areas.

•  The waterbody underneath the solar modules helps in maintaining their ambient temperature, thereby 
improving their efficiency and generation. 

•  Coal consumption of 1,65,000 tons can be avoided per year; carbon dioxide emissions of 2,10,000 tons per 
year can be avoided.

REGULATING NITRATE ABSORPTION IN PLANTS

Context: Researchers led by those from the National Centre of Biological Sciences, Bengaluru (NCBS-TIFR), have found 
a new pathway that regulates nitrate absorption in plants. 

Key Details

•  The gene MADS27, which regulates nitrate absorption, root development and stress tolerance, is activated 
by the micro-RNA, miR444, therefore offers a way to control these properties of the plant. 

•  The researchers studied this mechanism in both rice (monocot) and tobacco (dicot) plants.

•  Importance of nitrogen for plants:

  Nitrogen is one of the most important macronutrients needed for development of a plant. 

  It is a part of chlorophyll, amino acids and nucleic acids, among others. 

  It is mostly sourced from the soil where it is mainly absorbed in the form of nitrates and ammonium 
by the roots. 

  Nitrates also play a role in controlling genome-wide gene expression that in turn regulates root system 
architecture, flowering time, leaf development, etc. 
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•  Overuse:

  The presence of nitrates is important for the plant development and also for grain production. 

  However, the overuse of nitrates in fertilizers can lead to the dumping of nitrates in the soil which leads 

to accumulation of nitrates in water and soil. 

  This accumulation adds to soil and water pollution and increased contribution to greenhouse gases. 

•  Solution: 

  To avoid this, there should be optimal use of nitrates. 

  Since the whole process of nitrate absorption takes place in the roots, a well-developed root system is 

needed for this to take place optimally. 

  It is known that the hormone auxin is responsible for well-developed roots across all plants. 

  A number of genes are known to help with auxin production, improved nitrate transport and 

assimilation in plants. 

•  Regulatory switches

  In addition to this route, several gene regulatory switches that regulate nitrate absorption and root 

development, such as the micro-RNA, miR444, are known in monocot plants, such as rice.

  The micro-RNA ‘miR444’ is specific to monocots. 

  When this is not made, its target, MADS27, is produced in higher abundance, and it improves 

biosynthesis and transport of the hormone auxin, which is key for root development and its branching.

  This regulatory miR444 switch is known to turn off at least five genes called MADS box transcription 

factor genes. 

  The speciality of the MADS box transcription factors is that they function like switch boxes of their 

own. 

  They bind to their favourite specific DNA sequences and they switch the neighbouring genes “on.”

•  Three-pronged effect

  This transcription factor has a three-pronged effect on the plant. 

  First, it regulates nitrate absorption by switching “on” proteins involved in this process. 

  Second, it leads to better development of the roots by regulating auxin hormone production and 

transport. 

  Third, it helps in the abiotic stress tolerance by keeping the main stress player proteins “on.”

     NITROGEN VS. NITRATES
•  Plants need both nitrogen and nitrates, but they are not the same. 
•  There are different forms of nitrogen. 
•  Nitrogen is a gas that is present in the air we breathe, in the form of the atom N2. 
 Plants cannot use this form. 

•  Plants benefit most from nitrogen in the form of NO3, or nitrate. 
•  Ammonium, or NH4, is used by plants, but this form is not easily released from the soil. 
•  The third form of nitrogen is organic nitrogen, or C-NH2, which is changed into ammonium and then 

into nitrates by microorganisms in the soil.
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GLOBAL FOREST WATCH

Context: Data on forest area of India released by Global Forest Watch.

Key Details

•  The northeast region of the country has lost around 4,350sqkm of primary forest area in the last two decades 

— 2001 to 2021, which is nearly three times the size of Delhi having an area of 1,484sqkm.

•  Arunachal Pradesh has recorded the highest degradation in forest cover (1,250sqkm) followed by Tripura 

(1,100sqkm) and Assam (630sqkm) in the last two decades, resulting in climate change alarmingly. 

•  The other northeastern states have also witnessed rapid degradation in forest cover over the decades. 

  Around 460sqkm of primary forest degraded in Manipur during the aforesaid period followed by 

450sqkm in Meghalaya, 310sqkm in Nagaland and 150sqkm in Mizoram. 

  The total degraded forest area can be estimated to 5. 54% of the size of Assam having an area of 

78,438sqkm. 

•  The loss of forest cover is a major reason for natural calamities like floods 
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About Global Forest Watch

•  GFW is an open-source application to monitor 

forests across the globe in near real-time and was 

started by a US-based non-profit organisation called 

World Resources Institute (WRI) in 1997. 

•  Methodology

  The Global Forest Watch uses a dataset 

collated by the University of Maryland, 

Google, US Geological Survey, and the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), 

besides satellite images, to map tree cover (at 30 metre resolution) globally for the years 2000 and 2010.

•  Limitation

  The data used by Global Forest Watch for this analysis is very coarse for India as it doesn’t cover open 

forest and scrub forest which is a big composition of forests in India.

    

NOTES
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

CRYPTOJACKING

Context: According to a US-based cybersecurity firm, Cryptojacking attacks on computer systems have gone up by 
30% to 66.7 million in the first half of 2022 compared to the first half of last year.

What is cryptojacking?

•  Cryptojacking is a cyber-attack wherein a computing 
device is hijacked and controlled by the attacker, and its 
resources are used to illicitly mine cryptocurrency. 

•  In most cases, the malicious programme is installed when 
the user clicks on an unsafe link, or visits an infected 
website — and unknowingly provides access to their 
Internet-connected device.

•  Coin mining is a legitimate, competitive process used 
to release new crypto coins into circulation or to verify 
new transactions. 

  It involves solving complex computational 
problems to generate blocks of verified transactions 
that get added to the blockchain. 

  The reward for the first miner who successfully 
manages to update the crypto ledger through this 
route is crypto coins.

  But the race to crack this 64-digit hexadecimal number code needs considerable computing power 
involving state-of-the-art hardware, and electrical power to keep the systems involved up and running.

•  Cryptojackers co-opt devices, servers, and cloud infrastructure, and use their resources for mining. 

•  The use of ‘stolen’ or cryptojacked resources slashes the cost involved in mining.

GOOGLE’S STREET VIEW FEATURE

Context: Google recently announced the launch of its popular ‘Street View’ feature in India.

Key Details

•  For the launch this time, Google has partnered with two Indian firms — mapping solutions provider Genesys 
International and Tech Mahindra. 

•  Under the National Geospatial Policy, 2021, local companies can collect such data and foreign firms can 
license the data from Indian entities to serve their customers in the country.

•  The India launch marks the first time in the world that Street View, which allows users to view panoramic 
and street-level 360-degree views of a particular place, is being brought to life completely by local 
partners.

•  The company also announced partnerships with local traffic authorities to improve road safety and reduce 
traffic congestion.
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Key features of National Geospatial Policy, 2021
•  The Survey of India topographic data will made widely and easily accessible

•  Geospatial data and information produced using public funds will be shared as per the National Data Sharing 
and Accessibility Policy (2012)

•  Efforts will be made to standardise the storage formats of geospatial data to so that it becomes available in 
an interoperable machine-readable form

•  A standardised curriculum will be developed for geospatial data education

•  A certifying body will be constituted to review the practices of professionals such as, surveyors, and certify 
individuals on the completion of courses in geospatial education

•  The policy reiterated the intention of the government to trust businesses and individuals to work with 
geospatial data without obtaining clearances from the government, except in the case of sensitive 
“negative” attributes which are not to be marked on maps. 

 These negative attributes will be notified by the DST.

ANEURYSM

Context: Actor Emilia Clarke recently told BBC One in an interview that she had suffered two brain aneurysms while 
filming for a series, in 2011 and 2013. 

About the condition
•  Aneurysm is a swelling of the arteries and veins in any part of the body, and is caused by weakening of the 

walls. 

•  It occurs most commonly in the aorta, back of the knees, brain or intestines. 

•  If the aneurysm gets ruptured, it can even cause internal bleeding and stroke.

•  Potential risk factors for aneurysm include smoking, age, high cholesterol, obesity, hypertension or tissue 
disorders. 

•  Pregnancy can also increase risk of aneurysm of the spleen.

•  Treatment 

  A device called flow diversion stent is a new innovative intervention for treatment of aneurysm for the 
initial stages, when it has not ruptured.

  A cylindrical, metallic mesh stent is placed inside the sac of the parent blood vessel to divert the blood 
flow from the aneurysm. 

  The diversion is aimed at preventing rupture.

  Flow diversion can be used to treat large or giant wide-necked brain aneurysms.

• It is not always possible to prevent aneurysm, but certain lifestyle changes can help reduce risk. 

• These include 

 quitting smoking; 

         WHAT IS GEO-SPATIAL DATA?

•  Geospatial data is data about objects, events, or phenomena that have a location on the surface of the earth. 

•  The location may be static in the short-term, like the location of a road, an earthquake event, malnutrition among 
children, or dynamic like a moving vehicle or pedestrian, the spread of an infectious disease. 

•  Geospatial data combines location information, attribute information (the characteristics of the object, event, 
or phenomena concerned), and often also temporal information or the time at which the location and attributes 
exist. 

•  Geo-spatial data usually involves information of public interest such as roads, localities, rail lines, water bodies, 
and public amenities. 

•  The past decade has seen an increase in the use of geo-spatial data in daily life with various apps such as food 
delivery apps like Swiggy or Zomato, e-commerce like Amazon or even weather apps.



MONTHLY MAGAZINE JULY 202245

•  NEW DELHI •  MUMBAI     •  KOLKATA    •  AHMEDABAD   •  ANAND   •  BHILAI    •  BHUBANESWAR      •  CHANDIGARH   
•  DEHRADUN   •  GANDHINAGAR   •  KANPUR   •  PATNA   •  RAIPUR   •  RAJKOT   •  RANCHI   •  SURAT   •  VADODARA

Whatsapp No. 93132-18734, 82877-76460 (chahalacademy@gmail.com)

 maintaining a healthy blood pressure by sticking to a balanced diet; 

 maintaining a healthy body weight; 

 avoiding a high cholesterol diet.

FIBERISATION

Context: The infrastructure needed for 5G a rollout requires existing radio towers to be connected via optical-fibre 
cables in India. 

What is fiberisation?

•  The process of connecting radio towers with each other 
via optical fibre cables is called fiberisation. 

•  It helps provide full utilisation of network capacity, and 
carry large amounts of data once 5G services are rolled out. 

•  It will also aid in providing additional bandwidth and 
stronger backhaul support. 

  The backhaul is a component of the larger transport 
that is responsible for carrying data across the 
network. 

  It represents the part of the network that connects the core of the network to the edge.

•  Fibre-based media, commonly called optical media, provides almost infinite bandwidth and coverage, low 
latency and high insulation from interference. 

•  With 5G, it will also be necessary to increase the density of mobile towers to provide better coverage to 
consumers and businesses. 

Where does India stand with respect to tower fiberisation?

•  To transition into 5G, India needs at least 16 times more fibre.

•  In India, currently only 33% of the towers are fiberised, compared to the 65%-70% in South Korea and 
80%-90% in the U.S., Japan and China, according to a 2021 report by India Infrastructure Research. 

Challenges

•  To reach the targeted level of fiberisation, India requires about ₹2.2 lakh crore of investment to help fiberise 
70% towers. 

•  About ₹2.5 lakh crore will be needed to set up 15 lakh towers in the next four years.

  Government programmes like BharatNet and Smart Cities will further add to the demand of fibre 
deployment, necessitating a complete tower fiberisation. 

•  One of the biggest issues in the way of fiberisation remains the Right of Way (RoW) rules. 

  The rules aim to incorporate nominal one-time compensation and uniform procedure for establishment 
of Overground Telegraph Line (OTL) anywhere in the country.

  While all States/UTs are required to implement these rules, they are not in complete alignment and still 
require certain amendments to align. 

  Several districts and local bodies have not agreed to the RoW policies as notified in those respective 
States. 

  These places are following their own bylaws overriding the State RoW policies aligned with the RoW 
rules.
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SEROTONIN

Context: Researchers from University College London have reported that there is no convincing evidence that 
depression is associated with, or caused by, lower serotonin concentrations or activity.

What is serotonin?

•  The idea that depression is the result of abnormalities in brain chemicals, particularly serotonin 
(5-hydroxytryptamine or 5-HT), has been influential for decades, and provides an important justification 
for the use of antidepressants.

•  Depression was first linked to lowered serotonin levels in the 1960s. 

•  The theory gained wide acceptance in the 1990s with the advent of Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitor 
(SSRI) antidepressants, which temporarily increase the availability of serotonin in the brain.

•  Serotonin is a kind of neurotransmitter, a chemical that helps transmit messages or signals from one nerve 
cell to another for communicating. 

•  Serotonin helps regulate mood, sleep, appetite, and other major aspects of daily functioning.

ANTHRAX

Context: Recently, Kerala health officials confirmed the presence of anthrax, a serious infectious disease caused by 
spore-forming bacteria, in Athirappilly of Thrissur district.

What is Anthrax?

•  Anthrax, also known as malignant pustule or 
woolsorter’s disease, is a rare but serious disease 
caused by the rod-shaped bacteria known as Bacillus 
anthracis. 

•  It occurs naturally in soil and, according to the WHO it 
is primarily a disease of herbivores, with both domestic 
and wild animals being affected by it.

•  Anthrax is a zoonotic disease, meaning that it is 
naturally transmissible from animals (usually vertebrae) 
to humans. 

•  People can get the disease through contact with infected 
animals or animal products that are contaminated with 
bacteria.

•  According to the WHO, Anthrax is generally regarded as 
non-contagious. 

•  There have been instances of person-to-person 
transmission, however, such instances are extremely rare.

QUARKS

Context: Recently, The Large Hadron Collider beauty (LHCb) experiment has observed three never-before-seen 
particles - a new kind of “pentaquark” and the first-ever pair of “tetraquarks.

About Quarks

•  Quarks are elementary particles that come in six “flavours”: up, down, charm, strange, top, and bottom. 

•  They usually combine together in groups of twos and threes to form hadrons such as the protons and 
neutrons that make up atomic nuclei.
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•  But they can also combine into four-quark and five-quark particles, called tetraquarks and pentaquarks. 

•  Two years ago, however, the LHCb experiment discovered an exotic tetraquark made up of two charm quarks 
and two charm antiquarks, and two “open-charm” tetraquarks consisting of a charm antiquark, an up quark, 
a down quark and a strange antiquark.

 Open charm means that the particle contains a charm quark without an equivalent antiquark.

THE LARGE HADRON COLLIDER

Context: The world’s most powerful particle collider, the Large Hadron Collider (LHC), will begin smashing protons 

into each other at unprecedented levels of energy.

The LHC

•  The Large Hadron Collider is a giant, complex machine built to 

study particles that are the smallest known building blocks of all 

things.

•  Structurally, it is a 27-km-long track-loop buried 100 metres 

underground on the Swiss-French border. 

•  In its operational state, it fires two beams of protons almost 

at the speed of light in opposite directions inside a ring of 

superconducting electromagnets.

•  The magnetic field created by the superconducting electromagnets 

keeps the protons in a tight beam and guides them along the way 

as they travel through beam pipes and finally collide.

•  Since the LHC’s powerful electromagnets carry almost as much current as a bolt of lightning, they must be kept 

chilled. 

•  The LHC uses a distribution system of liquid helium to keep its critical components ultracold at minus 

271.3 degrees Celsius, which is colder than interstellar space. 

Previous Runs & ‘God Particle’ Discovery

•  Ten years ago, on July 4, 2012, scientists at CERN had announced to the world the discovery of the Higgs 

boson or the ‘God Particle’ during the LHC’s first run. 

•  The discovery concluded the decades-long quest for the ‘force-carrying’ subatomic particle, and proved the 

existence of the Higgs mechanism, a theory put forth in the mid-sixties.

•  This led to Peter Higgs and his collaborator François Englert being awarded the Nobel Prize for physics in 

2013. 

•  The Higgs boson and its related energy field are believed to have played a vital role in the creation of the 

universe.

•  After the discovery of the Higgs boson, scientists have started using the data collected as a tool to look beyond 

the Standard Model, which is currently the best theory of the most elementary building blocks of the 

universe and their interactions.
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MARBURG VIRUS

Context: The first two cases of the Marburg virus, a highly infectious Ebola-like disease, have been confirmed officially 

by Ghana after test results were verified

INDIA’S FIRST HPV VACCINE
Context: The Serum Institute of India (SII)’s vaccine Cervavac recently received the Drugs Controller General of 
India’s (DGCI) approval for market authorisation. 
Key Details

•  Cervavac is India’s first quadrivalent human papillomavirus vaccine (qHPV) vaccine, and intended to 
protect women against cervical cancer.

•  The vaccine is based on VLP (virus like particles), similar to the hepatitis B vaccine, and provides protection 
by generating antibodies against the HPV virus’s L1 protein.

•  The disease

  Cervical cancer is preventable, but kills one woman every eight minutes in the country. 

  It is preventable as long as it is detected early and managed effectively.

  Cervical cancer is a common sexually transmitted infection. 

  Long-lasting infection with certain types of HPV is the main cause of cervical cancer.
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  Worldwide, cervical cancer is the second most common cancer type and the second most common 
cause of cancer death in women of reproductive age (15–44). 

  India accounts for about a fifth of the global burden, with 1.23 lakh cases and around 67,000 deaths per 
year according to the World Health Organization’s International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC-
WHO).

•  Existing vaccines

•  Two vaccines licensed globally are available in India —

  a quadrivalent vaccine (Gardasil, from Merck) and 

  a bivalent vaccine (Cervarix, from GlaxoSmithKline). 

•  Although HPV vaccination was introduced in 2008, it has yet to be included in the national immunisation 
programme.

    

NOTES
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CULTURE

GULABI MEENAKARI

Context: During the G7 meet in Germany, Indian Prime Minister gifted a gulabi meenakari brooch and cufflink set 
to US President Joe Biden.

About Gulabi Minakari
•  Gulabi Minakari is one of the rarest crafts in India that is 

practiced in the bylanes of Varanasi, near Gai Ghat. 

•  Minakari is an art form from Persia and involves colouring 
the surface of metals by fusing different colours. 

•  This art was brought to the city of Varanasi by Persian 
enamellists during the Mughal era around the early 17th 
century. 

•  The word ‘mina’ is the feminine form of the Persian word 
‘Minoo’ and means ‘heaven’. 

•  It refers to the azure colour of heaven

•  Minakari work uses very simple tools like salai (an 
etching tool), kiln, metal palette, mortar and pestle, kalam (a tool used to apply enamel), brass dye, small 
scrubbing brush, forceps and takala (a needle-like tool to apply colours). 

•  Minakari can be found popularly in three forms—

 Ek Rang Khula Meena in which only gold outlines are exposed and a single transparent colour is used; 

 Panch Rangi Meena in which the five colours of red, white, green, light blue and dark blue are used; 

 Gulabi Meena in which pink is the dominant colour. 

 Varanasi is highly popular for Gulabi Minakari.

ADOPTION OF THE NATIONAL FLAG

Context: On July 22, in 1947, the Constituent Assembly of India adopted the National Flag. 

What happened in the Constituent Assembly on July 22, 1947?
•  According to the official record of the 

proceedings, the Constituent Assembly 
met in the Constituent Hall in New 
Delhi with Dr Rajendra Prasad in the 
Chair. 

•  The Chair announced that the first 
item on the agenda was “a Motion by 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru about the 
Flag”. 

•  Nehru rose to move the following 
Resolution: 

  The National Flag of India shall be horizontal tricolour of deep Saffron (Kesari), white and dark green 
in equal proportion.

  In the centre of the white band, there shall be a Wheel in navy blue to represent the Charkha. 
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  The design of the Wheel shall be that of the Wheel (Chakra) which appears on the abacus of the Sarnath 
Lion Capital of Asoka.

•  He clarified that the Flag must not be thought of in communal terms, and that when the Flag was devised, there 
was no communal significance attached to it. 

Were there any objections to the Resolution Nehru moved?

•  Two amendments had been prepared, but neither of them was ultimately moved. 

•  H V Kamath of the Central Provinces and Berar said that he had originally prepared an amendment asking 
that “inside the Chakra in the centre of the white band, the swastika, the ancient Indian symbol of Shantam, 
Shivam, Sundaram, be inscribed”.

•  Dr P S Deshmukh, also of the Central Provinces and Berar, said that he would have preferred to retain the 
tricolour absolutely intact with the Charkha retained as it is.

ALLURI SITARAMA RAJU AND THE RAMPA REBELLION

Context: In the “Rampa Rebellion” or “Manyam Rebellion”, between August 1922 and May 1924, Alluri led a protracted 
battle against the British in support of the tribal community. 

Rampa Rebellion (1922 – 23) 

•  The Rampa Rebellion (1922-23) under Alluri Sita Rama Raju of Andhra Pradesh 
was fought by the tribals as a protest to the oppressive Madras Forest Act of 
1882.

  The Act placed restrictions on the free movement of tribal in the forest 
areas and prevented them from engaging in their traditional lifestyle 
of Podu (shifting) cultivation, and use of the forest for firewood and 
toddy.

•  Alluri Sita Rama Raju (1897-1923) was able to successfully mobilize the local 
tribal for an armed rebellion against the British. 

•  He made them give up alcohol and gave them military training first with 
bows and arrows and later with weapons. 

•  He began to organize Adivasis against the atrocities by the police, the forest and revenue officials and 
extensively toured the ‘Manyam’ area. 

 He was nicknamed “Manyam Veerudu” (Hero of the Jungle) by local villagers for his heroic exploits.

• A slew of initial successes gave a lot of hope and confidence among the Adivasis and people in the surrounding 
villages and more and more of them began to rally behind Rama Raju.

•  The repressive measures and the unjust policies of the British, coupled with the misdeeds of British 
contractors who exploited and oppressed the workers of the hill tribes of the Visakhapatnam and East Godavari 
district, provoked him.

•  He carried out a campaign in the region which brought him into conflict with the police.

 This eventually culminated in the Rampa Rebellion. 

•  Despite having fewer manpower and weapons, Alluri and his men exacted tremendous damage on British 
interest, as they were much more familiar with the hilly terrain and adept in guerrilla tactics.

•  Unable to contain the ‘Manyam’ uprising, the British Government deputed T G Rutherford in April 1924 to 
quell the movement. 

•  The Malabar Special Force was brought in to crush the rebellion.  
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•  After a relentless chase by British forces, Rama Raju was caught and martyred on May 7, 1924. 

THE HATTI COMMUNITY OF TRANS-GIRI

Context: The Centre is reported to be considering granting “tribal” status to the Trans-Giri region of Himachal Pradesh’s 
Sirmaur district. 

The community and the land

•  The Hattis are a close-knit community who take their name from their traditional occupation of selling 
home-grown crops, vegetables, meat, and wool at small-town markets known as ‘haats’. 

•  Hatti men traditionally don a distinctive white headgear on ceremonial occasions.

•  The Hattis live in 154 panchayat areas, and that members of the community numbered 2.5 lakh in the 2011 
Census. 

•  The present population of the Hattis is estimated at around 3 lakh.

•  The Hatti homeland straddles the Himachal-Uttarakhand border in the basin of the Giri and Tons rivers, both 
tributaries of the Yamuna. 

•  The Tons marks the border between the two states, and the Hattis living in the Trans-Giri area in today’s 
Himachal Pradesh and Jaunsar Bawar in Uttarakhand were once part of the royal estate of Sirmaur. 

•  Jaunsar Bawar was conquered by the British in 1814.

•  The two Hatti clans, in Trans-Giri and Jaunsar Bawar, have similar traditions, and inter-marriages are 
common. 

•  A fairly rigid caste system operates in the community — the Bhat and Khash are upper castes, and the 
Badhois are below them, and inter-caste marriages have traditionally been discouraged.

•  The Hattis are governed by a traditional council called ‘khumbli’ which, like the ‘khaps’ of Haryana, decide 
community matters.

Demand for tribal status

•  The list of STs in Himachal Pradesh includes Gaddis, Gujjars, Kinnaras (Kinnauras), Lahaulas, Pangwalas, 
and some other smaller tribes. 

•  The bulk of the tribal population lives in remote, high altitude areas in the districts of Lahaul, Spiti, Kinnaur, 
and Chamba. 

•  The tribal population of the state was 3.92 lakh (about 6% of the total) in 2011.

•  The Hattis have been demanding ST status since 1967, when tribal status was accorded to people living in 
Jaunsar Bawar in Uttarakhand, which shares a border with Sirmaur district. 

•  Over the years, various ‘maha khumblis’ passed resolutions pressing the demand.

•  Due to topographical disadvantages the Hattis living in the Kamrau, Sangrah, and Shilliai areas of Himachal 
Pradesh have lagged behind in both education and employment.

BHAGYALAKSHMI TEMPLE

Context: Some leaders of the ruling party have claimed that Hyderabad’s earlier name was Bhagyanagar. 

• A small but significant shrine – the Bhagyalakshmi temple – dedicated to Goddess Lakshmi is adjacent to the 
southeast minaret of the famous Charminar and is at the centre of all the buzz around the name change. 
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About the Bhagyalakshmi Temple

•  The temple in question is a small shrine dedicated to Goddess Lakshmi, adjacent 
to the southeast minar of the iconic Charminar, the late 19th century monument 
located in the heart of the Old City of Hyderabad.

•  The southeast minar constitutes the back wall of the temple, which is made of 
bamboo poles and tarpaulin, and has a tin roof.

•  There is no definitive history of how and when the temple came up, but it has been 
there since at least the 1960s, when the current idol of the goddess is said to have been installed. 

•  A large number of Hindu traders and businessmen who have shops in Charminar area visit the temple daily. 

•  During festivals, especially Diwali, the temple attracts many devotees and sees long queues.

•  Devotees associate the name with their belief that praying to the goddess in the temple will bring them good 
luck and fortune.

•  Hindu political organisations associate the name of the goddess with Bhagyanagar, and claim that Hyderabad 
was earlier known as Bhagyanagar, but its name was changed to Hyderabad by the Qutbshahi rulers after they 
moved their capital here from Golconda.

CHARMINAR
•  Charminar is a square-shaped structure built out of granite and lime mortar. 

•  The monument predominantly has an Islamic-style design, but influences of Hindu architecture can 
also be seen in its ornamentation. 

•  It is flanked by four minarets on every corner. 

•  It is believed that the four minarets are symbolic of Islam’s first four Khalifas. 

•  The reason behind building such an architectural marvel remains unclear, though it is widely accepted that 
the Charminar was built to commemorate the eradication of the plague which was widespread during 
that period in the city. 

 According to Jean de Thévenot, a French traveler of the 17th century whose narration was 
complemented with the available Persian texts, the construction was done to celebrate the beginning 
of the second Islamic millennium year. 

 Others have come to believe that the king erected the structure at the very spot where he first laid his 
eyes on his future begum (wife), Bhagmati.

NATIONAL EMBLEM

Context: Prime Minister of India recently gave the nation a first glimpse of the national emblem atop the new Parliament 
House coming up as part of the Central Vista Project. 

Controversy behind the latest replica:
•  The first look at the new 6.5 metre bronze emblem designed by Sunil Deore and 

Romiel Moses disappointed many with its alleged inaccuracies in depiction. 
•  The Opposition, cutting across party ranks, found the lions on the new 9,500 kg 

emblem ‘angry’, with their fangs visible, as opposed to the grace and glory 
of the original. 

•  Others found them a distortion of the actual emblem. 
•  The new emblem is placed at the top of the Central Foyer of the new 

Parliament building which the government estimates will be ready in time for 
the winter session this year.
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•  The designers countered the criticism about the lions looking aggressive by insisting that it was a matter of 
perspective, and claimed that the new emblem is a huge structure meant to be appreciated from a distance. 

•  The original structure was 1.6 metre tall whereas the new depiction is 6.5 metre high. 
•  Also, the original Lion Capital was at the ground level while the latest depiction is at a height of 33 metre from 

the ground.

History behind the national emblem
• Four Asiatic lions are part of the national emblem with three lions being visible to the naked eye and the 

fourth one always hidden from general view. 
•  They are taken from the Sarnath Lion Capital of the Mauryan emperor Asoka. 
•  The seven feet tall sculpture made of polished sandstone represented courage, power and pride. 
•  It was built in 250 BC to commemorate the first sermon of Gautama Buddha, where he is said to have 

shared the Four Noble Truths of life. 
•  It was mounted on a base of a frieze of smaller sculptures, including a horse (under fire in the new replica for 

its tail supposedly resembling that of a dog), a lion, a bull and an elephant moving in a clockwise direction. 
•  The four animals are said to be guardians of the four directions — north, south, east and west. 
•  They are separated by a wheel, representing the Dharmachakra of Buddhism, on all four sides. 
•  Each chakra or wheel has 24 spokes.
• The chakra was later adopted as part of the national flag. 
•  This abacus was mounted on an inverted lotus which is a symbol of Buddhism. 
•  Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang has left a detailed account of Asoka’s lion pillar in 

his writings.
•  The pillar was part of Asoka’s plan to spread Buddha’s teachings.

Why did the Constituent Assembly embrace the Sarnath pillar as the national emblem?
•  As India won independence, the Constituent Assembly decided on the Sarnath pillar as the national emblem. 
•  It was felt that the pillar epitomised the power, courage and confidence of the free nation. 
•  The emblem depicts a two-dimensional sculpture with the words Satyameva Jayate (truth alone triumphs) 

written below it, taken from the Mundaka Upanishad, written in Devanagari script. 
•  On January 26, 1950, the Lion Capital of Asoka at Sarnath officially became the national emblem of India. 
•  The emblem represents the seal of the Republic of India. 
•  Five students of renowned artist Nandalal Bose created the emblem. 

  Among them were Jagdish Mittal, Kripal Singh Shekhawat, Gauri Bhanja and Dinanath Bhargava 
who was a young man in his 20s then. 

 Incidentally, Bhargava has also designed the first 30 pages of the Constitution.

SERFOJI II BHONSLE 

Context: A 19th century painting of Raja Serfoji and his son Sivaji, which was stolen from Saraswathi Mahal, Thanjavur, 
a few years ago has been traced by the Idol Wing CID police to the Peabody Essex Museum, Massachusetts, in the U.S.

Key Details
•  Serfoji II Bhonsle also spelt as Sarabhoji II Bhonsle, was the last ruler of 

the Bhonsle dynasty of the Maratha principality of Tanjore to exercise 
absolute sovereignty over his dominions. 

 His descendants have managed to thrive as titular Maharajahs of 
Thanjavur to the present day.

 For long, the rulers of Thanjavur had been devoid of absolute power. 

 Serfoji, placed by the British on the throne over his stepbrother Amar 
Singh, died in 1832. 

THE FOUR NOBLE TRUTHS

The Four Noble Truths comprise the 
essence of Buddha’s teachings. They are 
the truth of suffering, the truth of the 
cause of suffering, the truth of the end of 
suffering, and the truth of the path that 
leads to the end of suffering.
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 His only son Sivaji ruled until 1855. 

 He had no male successor. 
• Thanjavur became a casualty of Lord Dalhousie’s infamous ‘Doctrine of Lapse’, and it got absorbed into 

British-ruled Indian provinces. 

RATH YATRA AT PURI

Context: Lakhs of devotees thronged the coastal town of Puri town to witness the annual Rath Yatra.

WHAT IS THE RATHA YATRA ABOUT?
•  Jagannath means “lord of the 

world” and is the form of Hindu 
gods Krishna/Vishnu/ Rama 
worshipped in Odisha. 

•  Odisha is known for its famous 
and sacred Jagannath Temple, 
which is in Puri. 

•  The Ratha Yatra or the Chariot 
festival is celebrated at the 
temple of Jagannath, associated 
with God Jagannath. 

•  Ratha Yatra, also celebrated 
internationally in countries 
like Dublin, Moscow and New 
York, is to commemorate Jagannath’s visit to Gundicha Temple through Mausi Maa Temple in Puri. 

•  The unique feature of the temple is that Krishna is worshipped not with a spouse, but with his siblings, his 
elder brother Balabhadra and his younger sister Subhadra -- accompanied by the Sudarshana Chakra.

•  The images are malformed, with no hands or feet, and disproportionately large heads.
•  The chariots of the deities are newly built every year. 
•  Jagannath’s chariot is called Nandighosa, the chariot of Balabhadra is called Taladhwaja and that of 

Subhadra is called Dwarpadalana.
•  The temple food or mahaprasad, known locally as abhada, is pretty famous too -- just like the Puri temple is 

famous for its kitchen.

PASMANDA MUSLIMS

Context: At the Bharatiya Janata Party’s recently concluded national executive meet in Hyderabad, the Prime Minister 
Narendra of India asked party leaders to work for Pasmanda Muslims.

Who are the Pasmanda Muslims?
•  A Persian word, ‘Pasmanda’, means the ‘ones left behind’, and is used to describe depressed classes among 

the Muslims, while underlining their deliberate or conscious exclusion. 
•  Pasmanda has become an umbrella identity used by backward, Dalit, and tribal Muslims to push back 

against caste-based discrimination against them within the community.
•  The term ‘Pasmanda Muslims’ was first used in 1998 by Ali Anwar Ansari when he founded the Pasmanda 

Muslim Mahaz.
•  Pasmandas include Dalits as of now, but all Pasmandas are not Dalits.

Mandal Commission
•	 The Mandal Commission, the Socially and Educationally Backward Classes Commission (SEBC), was 

established in India in 1979 by the Janata Party government under Prime Minister Morarji Desai with a mandate 
to “identify the socially or educationally backward classes” of India. 

•	 It was headed by B.P. Mandal, an Indian parliamentarian, to consider the question of reservations for people 
to redress caste discrimination, and used eleven social, economic, and educational indicators to determine 
backwardness
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Demographic distribution of Pasmanda Muslims
•	 In the absence of a caste census, a clear estimate of the present-day numbers and demographic distribution of 

Pasmanda Muslims is not available. 
•	 The Sachar Committee in its report put the number of OBC and SC/ST Muslims at 40% (all India 2004-05).
•	 Those shepherding the fight for the rights of Pasmandas say that they make up 80-85% of the total Muslim 

population in India. 

  This broadly tallies with the 1871 census that said only 19% of Muslims in India were upper caste, while 
81% were made up of the lower castes.

History of the Pasmanda movement
•  While the movement to ensure social justice for Pasmandas, and the recurrent use of the term, gathered pace 

in the post-Mandal era, its best-known flag-bearers in the period before Independence were Abdul Qayyum 
Ansari and Maulana Ali Hussain Asim Bihari, both of whom belonged to the julaha (weaver) community.

•  Both these leaders opposed the communal politics being propagated at the time by the Muslim League, and 
challenged the League’s claim to represent all Muslims.

•  Among Pasmanda Muslims caste associations started emerging from 1910 onwards. 

  There were caste collectives of weavers (julahas), butchers (qureshis), cotton carders (mansooris), saifis, 
rayeens, etc. 

  These were reformist in nature, but also acted like pressure groups led by upwardly mobile lower caste 
communities.

•  In the 1980s, the All India Muslim OBC Organisation (AIMOBCO) from Maharashtra started spearheading 
the fight for the rights of Pasmandas, and went on to enlist the unwavering support of Bollywood thespian 
Dilip Kumar, a Pathan.

•  The 1990s saw the rise of two outfits: 

 the All-India Backward Muslim Morcha (AIBMM) set up by Dr Ejaz Ali, and 

 the Pasmanda Muslim Mahaz founded by Ali Anwar.

    

NOTES
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

CHALLENGES OF A POWER GRAB IN TUNISIA

Context: Recently, Tunisian voters have approved a new Constitution that would turn the country back into a 
presidential system, institutionalising the one-man reign of President Kais Saied.

Key Details
•  President Kais Saied suspended the elected Parliament and awarded more powers to himself last year. 

•  While Mr. Saied has welcomed the result, his critics have warned that the new Constitution would erase 
whatever democratic gains Tunisia has made since the 2011 Arab Spring (Jasmine) revolution and push the 
country back into an authoritarian slide.

          WHAT WAS ARAB SPRING?
•  Arab Spring was a wave of pro-democracy protests and uprisings that took place in the Middle 

East and North Africa beginning in 2010 and 2011, challenging some of the region’s entrenched 
authoritarian regimes. 

•  The wave began when protests in Tunisia and Egypt toppled their regimes in quick succession, 
inspiring similar attempts in other Arab countries.

What happened during the Arab Spring?
•  Tunisia:
  Among the countries that saw popular protests bringing down dictatorships in 2011, Tunisia was the 

only one that witnessed a successful transition to democracy. 
  The Arab Spring protests began in Tunisia in December 2010, leading to the fall of the regime of Zine El 

Abidine Ben Ali, who had been in power since 1987. 
  Quickly, protests spread to other Arab countries such as Egypt, Libya, Bahrain, Yemen and Syria. 

•  Egypt:
  While protesters brought down the 30-year-long dictatorship of Hosni Mubarak in Egypt, the revolution 

did not last long in that country. 
  In 2013, the military seized power toppling the elected government of President Mohammed Morsi, a 

Muslim Brotherhood leader. 
•  Libya:
  In Libya, the protests against Mohammar Gaddhafi slipped into a civil war, which saw a military 

intervention by the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). 
  The NATO intervention toppled the Gaddhafi regime (the Libyan leader was later assassinated), but the 

country fell into chaos and anarchy, which continue to haunt it even today. 
•  Bahrain:
  In Bahrain, the Shia majority country ruled by a Sunni monarchy, neighbouring Saudi Arabia sent troops 

to crush protests in Manama’s Pearl Square.
•  Yemen:
  In Yemen, President Ali Abdullah Saleh had to relinquish power, but the country fell into a civil war, 

leading to the rise of the Shia Houthi rebels, who now control capital Sanah, and the subsequent Saudi 
attack on the impoverished country. 

•  Syria:
  In Syria, protests turned into a proxy civil war, with President Bashar al-Assad’s rivals backing his 

enemies, and his allies, including Hezbollah, Iran and Russia, backing the regime. 
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  President Assad seems to have won the civil war, for now. 

•  Tunisia was the only country that saw a peaceful transition to democracy, and with the new Constitution, 
it is witnessing another transition.

Political crisis in Tunisia

•  The 2014 Constitution put in place a mixed parliamentary and presidential system. 

•  Both the President and Parliament were directly elected by the voters. 

•  The President was to oversee the military and foreign affairs, while the Prime Minister, was in charge of 
the day-to-day affairs of governance. 

•  The country had nine governments between 2011 and 2021. 

•  Its economy was already in a bad shape, and the COVID-19 crisis made it worse. 

  Tunisia has one of the highest per capita COVID death rates in the world. 

•  Amid the mounting economic and healthcare crisis, protests broke out against the government in July 2021.

•  Mr. Saied moved in, sacking the Ennahda-backed Prime Minister Hichem Mechich and suspending Parliament, 
plunging the country into a constitutional crisis. 

•  Under the 2014 Constitution, such crises should be settled by a constitutional court, but the court had not 
been formed yet. 

•  This allowed the President a free hand to rule the country by decrees. 

•  He declared a state of emergency, appointed a Prime Minister to run the government, dissolved the suspended 
Parliament earlier this year while simultaneously moving to rewrite the Constitution, awarding himself 
more powers.

Key changes in the new Constitution
• While it leaves most of the personal freedoms guaranteed by the 2014 Constitution intact, the new charter 

seeks to take the country back to the presidential system, 
undercutting the powers of Parliament. 

•  The President will have ultimate authority to form 
a government, name Ministers (without Parliament’s 
approval), appoint judges and present legislation directly to 
the legislature. 

•  It would also make it practically impossible for the 
lawmakers to remove the President from office. 

•  Now, the President can directly appoint the members of 
Supreme Independent Elections Commission (ISIE). 

JOINT COORDINATION CENTRE IN ISTANBUL

Context: Recently, Turkish Defence Minister unveiled a centre in Istanbul to oversee the export of Ukrainian foodgrains 
after a landmark UN deal.

Key Details
•  Russia and Ukraine signed the deal, brokered by Ankara and the United Nations to reopen grain and 

fertilizer exports that have been blocked by war to ease an international food crisis.

•  The joint coordination centre (JCC) in Istanbul will oversee departures from three Ukrainian ports in 
which ships must circumvent mines, and will conduct inspections of incoming ships for weapons.

•  All vessels pass through Turkish waters and all parties will appoint representatives at the JCC to monitor 
the implementation of the plan. 

UN PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS

Context: Two BSF personnel who were part of the UN Peacekeeping Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), were among five people killed during a protest in an eastern town near the border with Uganda recently.
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About United Nations Peacekeepers
•  Peacekeepers monitor and observe peace processes in post-conflict areas and assist ex-combatants in 

implementing the peace agreements they may have signed.

•  Such assistance comes in many forms, including confidence-building measures, power-sharing arrangements, 
electoral support, strengthening the rule of law, and economic and social development. 

•  Accordingly, UN peacekeepers (often referred to as Blue Berets or Blue Helmets because of their light blue 
berets or helmets) can include soldiers, police officers, and civilian personnel.

•  Since 1948, UN Peacekeepers have undertaken 71 Field Missions. 

•  A total of 119 countries have contributed military and police personnel to UN peacekeeping. 

India’s contribution to UN Peacekeeping
• To date, more than 2,53,000 Indians have served in 49 of the 

71 UN Peacekeeping missions established around the world 
since 1948.

•  Currently, there are around 5,500 troops and police from India 
who have been deployed to UN Peacekeeping missions, the fifth 
highest amongst troop-contributing countries.

•  India has also provided, and continues to provide, eminent 
Force Commanders for UN Missions. 

•  India is the fifth largest troop contributor (TCC) with 5,323 
personnel deployed in 8 out of 13 active UN Peacekeeping 
Missions, of which 166 are police personnel.

•  India’s contribution to UN Peacekeeping began with its 
participation in the UN operation in Korea in the 1950s, 
where India’s mediatory role in resolving the stalemate over 
prisoners of war in Korea led to the signing of the armistice that 
ended the Korean War. 

•  The UN entrusted the Indian armed forces with subsequent 
peace missions in the Middle East, Cyprus, and the Congo (since 1971, Zaire).

•  India also served as Chair of the three international commissions for supervision and control for Vietnam, 
Cambodia, and Laos established by the 1954 Geneva Accords on Indochina.

•  Role of women in Indian Peacekeeping

  India has been sending women personnel on UN Peacekeeping Missions. 

 In 2007, India became the first country to deploy an all-women contingent to a UN Peacekeeping 
Mission.

WHAT IS I2U2?

Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will participate in the first-ever I2U2 Virtual Summit along with the heads of 
state of Israel, the UAE, and the US.

What does I2U2 stand for?
• I2U2 stands for India, Israel, the UAE, and the US, and was also referred to as the ‘West Asian Quad’ by 

Ahmed Albanna, Ambassador of the UAE to India. 

•  Back in October 2021, a meeting of the foreign ministers of the four countries had taken place when External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar was visiting Israel. 

  At that time, the grouping was called the ‘International Forum for Economic Cooperation’.

•  Aim:

  Its stated aim is to discuss common areas of mutual interest, to strengthen the economic partnership 
in trade and investment in our respective regions and beyond.
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• Six areas of cooperation have been identified by the countries mutually, and the aim is to encourage joint 
investments in water, energy, transportation, space, health, and food security. 

•  With the help of private sector capital and expertise, the countries will look to modernise infrastructure, 
explore low carbon development avenues for industries, improve public health, and promote the development 
of critical emerging and green technologies.

•  The Abraham Accords of 2020 had led to Israel formally normalising diplomatic ties with the UAE and two 
other countries in the region, marking an important shift in the stance of West Asian countries on Israel.

      Abraham Accords
•  The Abraham Accords are formal declarations of diplomatic and economic normalisation signed by the leaders 

of Bahrain, Israel, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the United States in Washington DC in September 
2020. 

•  The accords constitute a major event that could significantly influence the future of the Arab–Israeli conflict and 
strategic relationships in the wider region. 

•  Diplomatically sponsored by US President Donald Trump’s administration weeks before the United States’ 
2020 presidential election, they were hailed by Trump as ‘the dawn of a new Middle East’. 

•  The accords have been described as a ‘win-win’ for both sides. 

•  But unlike Egypt and Jordan, which signed peace treaties with Israel in 1979 and 1994 respectively, neither the 
Emiratis nor the Bahrainis had ever been at war with Israel. 

•  Both, however, formally supported the Arab Peace Initiative (API) of March 2002, which crucially conditioned 
the normalisation of relations with Israel on the establishment of a Palestinian state

CHINA LAUNCHES SECOND SPACE STATION MODULE

Context: China recently launched the second of three modules to its permanent space station.

Key Details

•  China began constructing the space 

station in April 2021 with the launch 

of the Tianhe module, the main living 

quarters, in the first of 11 crewed and 

uncrewed missions in the undertaking.

•  The Wentian lab module, 17.9 metres 

(59 feet) long, will be where astronauts 

can carry out scientific experiments, 

along with the other lab module yet to 

be launched – Mengtian (“Dreaming of 

the Heavens”).

•  Wentian features an airlock cabin that 

is to be the main exit-entry point for 

extravehicular activities when the station 

is completed.

•  It will also serve as short-term living quarters for astronauts during crew rotations on the station, designed 

for long-term accommodation of just three astronauts.

•  Mengtian is expected to be launched in October and, like Wentian, is to dock with Tianhe, forming a T-shaped 

structure.
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KARAKALPAKSTAN

Context: Many people were killed and injured during a recent government crackdown on protests in Uzbekistan’s 
autonomous province of Karakalpakstan. 

•  The protests had broken out in response to the government’s plan to restrict the region’s long-held 
autonomy.

Who are the Karakalpaks?

•  The name Karakalpakstan is derived from the Karakalpak 
people, an ethnic minority group of around 2 million. 

•  Karakalpak translates to ‘black hat’, referring to their 
traditional headgear.

•  The Karakalpaks consider themselves to be a distinct 
cultural group in Uzbekistan. 

•  Their Turkic language – Karakalpak – is closely related 
to Kazak and is one of the 7 languages of instruction in 
Uzbekistan’s public schools. 

•  Their separate language is a crucial aspect of their 
cultural identity.

•  In their genealogical narrative, the Karakalpaks claim to share a common point of origin with the neighbouring 
Kazakhs, Uzbeks and Turkmen, but believe that over time they diverged from the others. 

•  This narrative marks the Karakalpaks as culturally separate from their neighbouring groups.

The Region’s History

•  The Karakalpak people settled around the Amu Darya (a river that feeds into the Aral Sea) in the 18th century. 

•  By 1873, they partly came under Russian rule and by 1920 were completely incorporated into the Soviet 
Union.

•  Their region, Karakalpakstan, was an autonomous area within the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist 
Republic (Russia during 1917-1922), before it was made a part of Uzbekistan as the Karakalpak Autonomous 
Socialist Republic (ASSR) in 1936.

•  When Uzbekistan declared its independence from the Soviet Union in August 1991, Karakalpak ASSR was re-
established as the Republic of Karakalpakstan. 

•  Karakalpakstan was formally recognized as an autonomous republic in Uzbekistan’s constitution of 1992, 
and has the right to secede on the basis of a nation-wide referendum. 

INDIA-AFRICA CONCLAVE

Context: High-level diplomats from several African nations are currently in New Delhi for a key two-day investment 
meet 

The summit

•  Forty high-level ministers from 17 countries, including Cameroon, Burkina Faso, Eswatini, Republic of the 
Congo, Ethiopia, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Ghana, Niger, Malawi, Mauritius, Sudan, Namibia, Nigeria and 
Sierra Leone, are participating in the two-day summit.

•  The CII-EXIM Bank Conclave on India-Africa Growth Partnership was launched in 2005 with the support of 
India’s Ministry of External Affairs and Ministry of Commerce & Industry to encourage the development of 
private investment from India in African countries.
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•  This is the 17th edition of the conclave. 

•  This year’s conclave focuses on infrastructure development and trade finance, education and training, 
agriculture and food processing, consultancy services, and healthcare in addition to other areas where Indian 
companies have steadily increased their presence over the years in Africa.

India-Africa Trade
•   Trade between the African subcontinent and India increased from $7.2 billion in 2001 to $59.9 billion in 

2017, making India the continent’s fourth-largest national trading partner, according to Exim Bank and the 
African Export-Import Bank (Afriexim Bank). 

•  Trade with India accounted for more than 6.4 per cent of total African trade in 2017.

•  Data from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry show bilateral trade between India and the 48 countries 
of sub-Saharan Africa was valued at $46.82 billion in 2020-21, down from $55.70 billion in 2019-20. 

•  India has a negative trade balance with sub-Saharan Africa.

•  Lines of Credit (LoCs) worth $12.26 billion have so far been extended to African countries, making them the 
second-largest recipient of India’s concessional loans.

•  Mauritius is the first and only African country so far to have a CECPA (Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 
and Partnership Agreement) with India, an agreement that aims at building trade ties between the two 
countries.

SHINZO ABE

Context: Japan’s former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe was shot dead recently.

How Shinzo Abe restored Japan’s global standing?
•  Abe was the country’s longest serving Prime Minister, having served two terms from 2006 to 2007 and then 

from 2012 to 2020. 

•  He announced in August 2020 that he would step down from his post following the resurfacing of a chronic 
illness. 

•  He wanted Japan to step up to become “a guardian of the global commons” in an increasingly contested 
maritime domain, and to work closely with like-minded democracies, such as the U.S., India, Australia and 
South Korea.

•  Mr. Abe can be credited with being the most vocal proponent for the Quad, which has now been renewed 
after years of dormancy. 

•  Mr. Abe also wanted Japan to be a leader in regional trade.

•  While he failed to change Article 9 of the Constitution, under his watch, Japan amended laws that will allow 
its armed forces to be deployed overseas and the military for the first time took part in exercises on foreign 
soil.

•  His other lasting legacy will be his shepherding of the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade deal, seen as an 
economic counter to China. 

  While the Trump administration leaned toward trade protectionism, the Abe administration managed to 
establish TPP even without the U.S., thereby enabling the Asia Pacific region to somehow maintain a 
momentum of free trade.

•  He has substantially rebuilt relations with Beijing, even as Japan has competed head-on with China on 
influence and investment in the region, and without conceding on territorial issues. 

  He has also made Japan perhaps the most respected diplomatic player in the Indo-Pacific, given 
Japan’s size relative to the U.S. and China.

  While not budging on Japan’s sovereignty, he at the same time made some concessions such as agreeing 
a four-point consensus on the East China Sea in which Japan finally acknowledged territorial disputes 
existed, which it previously did not.
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•  Global commons have been traditionally defined as those parts of the planet that fall outside national 
jurisdictions and to which all nations have access. 

•  International law identifies four global commons, namely the High Seas, the Atmosphere, the Antarctica 
and the Outer Space.

•  Global commons is a term typically used to describe international, supranational, and global resource domains 
in which common-pool resources are found.

Shinzo Abe and India-Japan ties

•  During his first stint in 2006-07, Abe visited India and addressed Parliament. 

•  During his second stint he visited India thrice: in January 2014, December 2015, and September 2017. 

•  No other Prime Minister of Japan has made so many visits to India.

•  He was the first Japanese PM to be Chief Guest at the Republic Day parade in 2014.

•  While the foundation for “Global Partnership between Japan and India” was laid in 2001, and annual 
bilateral summits were agreed in 2005, Abe accelerated the pace of ties since 2012.

•  In August 2007, when Abe visited India for the first time as PM, he delivered the now-famous “Confluence of 
the Two Seas” speech — laying the foundation for his concept of Indo-Pacific. 

 This concept has now become mainstream and one of the main pillars of India-Japan ties.

•  India and Japan agreed to upgrade the bilateral relationship to “Special Strategic and Global Partnership”. 

  The relationship grew and encompassed issues from civilian nuclear energy to maritime security, bullet 
trains to quality infrastructure, Act East policy to Indo-Pacific strategy.

•  Under Abe the two sides decided to have Foreign and Defence Ministers’ Meeting (2+2), and started 
negotiations on the Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement — a kind of military logistics support pact. 

•  In November 2019, the first Foreign and Defence Ministers’ Meeting was held in New Delhi. 

•  A pact for transfer of defence equipment and technology was also signed in 2015, an uncommon agreement 
for post-War Japan.
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•  During the Doklam crisis and the current stand-off, Japan has made statements against China for changing 
the status quo.

•  During Abe’s visit in 2015, India decided to introduce the Shinkansen system (bullet train).
•  Under Abe’s leadership, India and Japan also formed the Act East Forum and are engaged in projects in the 

Northeast, closely watched by China. 

Abenomics
•  Abenomics are economic policies used by Japan under the administration of Prime Minister Shinz Abe which 

pulled the nation out of the prevalent deflation it has suffered from. 
•  In a bid to pull Japan out of deflation, economic policies seasoned with structural reforms were developed. 
•  Abenomics is often seen as aggressive policies touching on the monetary and fiscal situation of the country. 
•  Abenomics as economic policies have to do with increasing fiscal stimulus and monetary stimulus in the 

country through government spending and unconventional central bank policy respectively.
•  The Principles of Abenomics
  Majorly, abenomics rests on three vital factors aimed at pulling the country out of deflation it had 

consistently suffered from in the past decades. 
 Monetary inducement - The monetary policy revolves around the production of additional currency 

which was between 60 trillion yen to 70 trillion yen
 Fiscal stimulus - The second policy is to increase government spending which would in turn create a 

fiscal stimulus
 Structural reforms - The third component of Abenomics is one that requires significant change occurring 

to industries and corporate establishments in Japan
•  Through these economic policies, Japan wishes to increase fiscal stimulus in the country through government 

spending and also achieve structural reforms in the Japenese economy. 

NORD STREAM 1 GAS LINK

Context: The Nord Stream 1, Germany’s main source of gas from Russia, was shut down recently. There are growing 
concerns in European countries that Russia would extend the temporary suspension of gas supplies in retaliation 
against the current sanctions leveled against Moscow.

What is Nord Stream 1?
•  Nord Stream 1 is a 1,224 km underwater gas pipeline that runs from 

Vyborg in northwest Russia to Lubmin in northeastern Germany via the 
Baltic Sea. 

•  The pipeline is the primary route through which its gas enters Germany.
•  It transports 55 billion cubic metres of gas a year, of which most goes 

directly to Germany, while the rest travels west and southwards through 
onshore links to other countries and into storage caverns, according to 
Reuters.

•  Germany is Russia’s biggest European gas consumer, and most of it 
comes through the Nord Stream Pipeline.

•  Its share of Russian gas supplies was 55% in 2021, and currently lies at 
35%.
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THE G20
Context: Recently, the External Affairs Minister of India met Chinese Foreign Minister and State Councillor at the G20 
Foreign Ministers Meeting. 

What is the G20?
•  The G20 was formed in 1999 in the backdrop of the financial crisis of the late 1990s that hit East Asia 

and Southeast Asia in particular. Its aim was to secure global financial stability by involving middle-income 
countries. 

•  Together, the G20 countries include 60 per cent of the world’s population, 80 per cent of global GDP, and 
75 per cent of global trade.

•  The presidency of the G20 rotates every year among members, and the country holding the presidency, 
together with the previous and next presidency-holder, forms the ‘Troika’ to ensure continuity of the G20 
agenda. Italy, Indonesia, and India are the Troika countries right now.

•  The G20 countries are a group of 20 countries established in September 1999 by the finance ministers of the 
G7 countries as an international forum which would help preserve international financial stability.

•  Forming this group helped in enabling informal dialogue and cooperation among important countries in 
the world.

•  The full form of G20 is Group of Twenty and it is the premier forum for the economic cooperation of the 
G20 member countries.

•  Membership:

 The members of G20 include the European Union and 19 other countries, including India. 

 G20 countries represent around 80% of global gross domestic product, and over 75% of global trade. 

 They form two-third of the world’s population.

 The country members include 

•  three EU Member States:

 Germany

 France

 Italy

•  16 countries from the rest of the world:

 Argentina

 Australia

 Brazil

 Canada

 China

 India

 Indonesia

 Japan

 Mexico

 Russia

 Saudi Arabia

 South Africa

 South Korea

 Turkey

 the United Kingdom

 the United States
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Origin
•  In September 1999, the finance ministers and central bank governors of the Group of Seven (or G7) countries 

announced their intention to broaden the dialogue on key economic and financial policy issues. 

•  In November 2008, during the financial and economic crisis the leaders of the G20 members convened for 
the first time, in Washington (United States). 

What is the G20 Summit?
•  Formally known as the ‘Summit on Financial Markets and the World Economy’, the annual meeting of 

G20 members is called the G20 Summit. 

•  One of the major focus areas of the G20 Summit are job creation and trade. 

•  The first G20 Summit took place in 2008 in Washington DC, US. 

•  In addition to Summits, the Sherpa meetings (that help in negotiations and building consensus), and other 
events are also organised throughout the year. Each year, the presidency invites guest countries.

How does the G20 work?
•  The G20 has no permanent secretariat. 

•  The agenda and work are coordinated by representatives of the G20 countries, known as ‘Sherpas’, who work 
together with the finance ministers and governors of the central banks. 

•  India recently said ex-NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant would be the G20 Sherpa after Piyush Goyal.

INDIA-RUSSIA DEFENCE COOPERATION

Context: As the war in Ukraine stretches over four months with no end in sight, it has given rise to apprehensions on 
Russia’s ability to adhere to timely deliveries of spares and hardware. 

Status of India-Russia Defence Cooperation
•  As the Ukraine-Russia war stretches on with no clear endgame, there are apprehensions on Russia’s ability to 

adhere to the timelines for both spares as well as new deliveries.

•  The supply chain of certain spares and ammunition has got impacted to some extent, but there are 
adequate stocks to last for a reasonable period of time. 

•  India is also looking at certain alternative mitigation measures and identifying alternate sources from 
friendly foreign countries while in the long term, this is also an opportunity for the private industry to step 
up production and meet the requirements.

•  While some timeline lapses and shipping delays were possible, there would not be any dent on the Army’s 
operational preparedness along the borders especially the Line of Actual Control.

•  In addition, the armed forces have also made significant emergency procurements in the last two years 
since the standoff in Eastern Ladakh and have stocked up on spares and ammunition. 

•  Therefore, there shouldn’t be any immediate urgency for spares and other requirements, officials noted. 

•  Russia has assured India that it would adhere to delivery timelines. 

•  However, as the war stretches on there are apprehensions that it could have an impact as the Russian industry 
would be caught up in replenishing the inventories of their own armed forces.

Status Of Deals Underway/New Deals Pending With Russia
•  The defence trade between India and Russia has crossed $15 billion since 2018, in the backdrop of some big 

deals including the $5.43 billion S-400 long range air defence systems. 

•  Other major contracts currently under implementation 

  Construction of four additional stealth frigates in Russia and India, licensed production of the Mango 
Armor-piercing fin-stabilised discarding sabot (APFSDS) rounds for the T-90S tanks as also additional 
T-90S tanks, AK-203 assault rifles among others. 

  The delivery of the second regiment of the S-400 is delayed by a few months as also the operationalization 
of the agreement for the manufacture of 6.1 lakh AK-203 rifles at Korwa, Amethi in Uttar Pradesh.
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  Russian deals have also been deferred including the one for 21 MiG-29 fighter jets for the Indian Air 
Force (IAF) along with the upgradation of 59 existing Mig-29 jets and the manufacture of 12 SU-30 
MKI aircraft by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). 

  Another long pending deal for the manufacture of 200 K-226T utility helicopters in India is also under 
reconsideration due to the fact that the indigenous Light Utility Helicopter is now ready, as well as cost 
concerns.

  In addition, a deal for six Ka-31 early warning helicopters and a bigger deal for Igla-S very short range 
air defence systems have also been deferred though the Army inducted a small number of Igla-S systems 
brought under emergency procurement.

Status of Payments
•  With Russia being shut out of the global SWIFT system for money transfers, India and Russia have agreed to 

conduct payments through the Rupee-Rouble arrangement. 

•  Small payments have been resumed and work is on to resolve larger payments. 

•  While India continues to remain Russia’s largest arms buyer with a major chunk of legacy hardware from 
Russia and the Soviet Union, the volume of imports has reduced in the last decade.

          WHAT IS SWIFT PAYMENT SYSTEM?
•  The Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication, or SWIFT, is the world’s leading 

provider of secure financial messaging services. 

•  It facilitates trillions of dollars of cross-border payments between 11,000 financial institutions in more than 
200 countries. 

•  Each member has its own SWIFT code. 

•  Headquartered in Belgium, SWIFT is a global member-owned cooperative that was founded in 1973 by 
239 banks from 15 countries. 

•  It went live with its messaging services in 1977, replacing the Telex technology that was then widely used 
by banks to communicate instructions related to cross-border transfers. 

•  Through SWIFT, banks, custodians, investment institutions, central banks, market infrastructures and 
corporate clients can connect with one another to exchange structured electronic messages for common 
business processes like making payments or settling trades. 

•  SWIFT is a cooperative society under Belgian law and is owned and controlled by its shareholders, 
representing approximately 3,500 financial institutions across the world. 

• The shareholders elect a board of 25 independent directors representing banks across the world. 

•  SWIFT is overseen by the central banks of G-10 countries, as well as the European Central Bank, with the 
National Bank of Belgium as the lead overseer. 

•  Note - SWIFT is only a messaging service provider.

   It has no control over the underlying financial transactions that are mentioned by its financial 
institutional customers in their messages. 

  While SWIFT complies fully with all applicable sanctions laws, the responsibility for ensuring that 
individual financial transactions comply with sanctions laws rests with the financial institutions 
handling them, and their competent authorities.

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE

Context: The ICJ has dismissed preliminary objections by Myanmar to a case alleging the Southeast Asian nation is 
responsible for genocide against the Rohingya ethnic minority.

The case by Gambia
•  Amid international outrage at the treatment of the Rohingya, Gambia filed the case with the world court in 

November 2019, alleging that Myanmar is breaching the genocide convention. 

•  The nation argued that both Gambia and Myanmar are parties to the convention and that all signatories 
have a duty to ensure it is enforced.
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•  The Gambia, a predominantly Muslim country, is backed by the 57-member Organisation for Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC).

      WHAT IS GENOCIDE CONVENTION?
•  The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Genocide 

Convention) is an instrument abiding by the international law which codified the crime of genocide 
for the first time. 

•  Genocide is a crime that can take place in war time and also in the time of peace. 
•  It describes genocide as a crime committed with the intent to destroy a national, ethnic, racial 

or religious group, in whole or in part, as such:
  Killing members of the group
  Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;
  Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical 

destruction in whole or in part
  Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group
  Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group

The International Court of Justice
•  The ICJ is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations (UN). 

•  It was established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations and began work in April 1946.

•  The court is the successor to the Permanent Court of International Justice (PCIJ.

•  The first case, which was brought by the UK against Albania and concerned incidents in the Corfu channel 
— the narrow strait of the Ionian Sea between the Greek island of Corfu and Albania on the European mainland 
— was submitted in May 1947.

•  Seat and role

  The ICJ is based at the Peace Palace in The Hague. 

  It is the only one of the six principal organs of the UN that is not located in New York City. 

  The other five organs are the General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the 
Trusteeship Council, and the Secretariat.

  Its role is to settle, in accordance with international law, legal disputes submitted to it by States and 
to give advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by authorized United Nations organs and 
specialized agencies. 

•  Members:

  All members of the UN are automatically parties to the ICJ statute, but this does not automatically give 
the ICJ jurisdiction over disputes involving them. 

  The ICJ gets jurisdiction only if both parties consent to it.

•  The judgment of the ICJ is final and technically binding on the parties to a case. 

  There is no provision of appeal.

  However, the ICJ has no way to ensure compliance of its orders, and its authority is derived from the 
willingness of countries to abide by them.

Judges of the court
  The ICJ has 15 judges who are elected to nine-year terms by the UN General Assembly and Security 

Council. 

  A third of the court is elected every three years. 

  The president and vice-president of the court are elected for three-year terms by secret ballot. 

  Judges are eligible for re-election.

  Four Indians have been members of the ICJ so far. 
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 Justice Dalveer Bhandari, former judge of the Supreme Court. 

 Former Chief Justice of India R S Pathak served from 1989-91, 

 Former Chief Election Commissioner of India Nagendra Singh from 1973-88.

 Sir Benegal Rau, who was an advisor to the Constituent Assembly, was a member of the ICJ from 1952-53.

•  The International Court of Justice rules on disputes between states. 

•  It is not linked to the International Criminal Court, also based in The Hague, which holds individuals 

    

NOTES
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DEFENCE & SECURITY

INDIGENOUS AIRCRAFT CARRIER (IAC) VIKRANT

Context: Indian Navy has created maritime history by taking delivery of the prestigious Indigenous Aircraft Carrier 
(IAC) Vikrant from her builder Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL), Kochi. 

What is the aircraft carrier INS Vikrant? 
•  The INS Vikrant – the 44,000-tonne indigenous aircraft carrier 

(IAC) – is the first to be designed and constructed in India. 

  An aircraft carrier is an airfield at sea – a warship with a 
long, flat deck for fighter jets to take off and land. 

  Often it is the flagship that leads a battle group and is escorted 
by destroyers, frigates, and submarines to shield it from any 
attack.

•  After its induction, the warship will be a key component of the 
Indian Navy’s push to establish itself as a “blue water” force, one 
with the ability to project its power on distant seas. 

•  It is especially important amid India’s bid to be a net security 
provider in the Indian Ocean region where it faces China, 
whose navy, is focused on aircraft carriers and has already inducted two vessels.

•  Construction of the vessel began in 2009 at the Cochin Shipyard Ltd (CSL) and the total cost involved is 
around Rs 23,000 crore.

•  INS Vikrant was India’s first aircraft carrier, which it acquired from the United Kingdom in 1961. 

•  It played a key role in the 1971 war with Pakistan which led to the creation of Bangladesh.

How Indigenous is it?
•  According to the Centre, over 76 per cent of the material and equipment on board IAC-1 is indigenous, 

including 21,500 tonnes of special grade steel developed indigenously and used in Indian Naval Ships for the 
first time.

How Many Aircraft Carriers Does the Indian Navy Operate?
•  The only operational aircraft carrier with the Indian Navy at present is the INS Vikramaditya, which had 

served in the erstwhile Soviet and, therefter, the Russian navy as Admiral Gorshkov before being inducted by 
India in 2013. 

•  INS Vikrant, which played an important role in the eastern theatre during the 1971 Indo-Pak war was 
decommissioned in 1997 with INS Viraat sailing having been retired in 2017. 

•  Pakistan does not operate any aircraft carriers.

•  Globally, only five or six countries are said to have the capability of designing and executing the 
construction of an aircraft carrier. 

S-400 TRIUMF SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILE 

Context: India to deploy 2nd S-400 squadron at China front.

What Is The S-400 Triumf Air Defence System?
•  The S-400 Triumf, which has the Nato designation of SA-21 Growler, is a mobile, surface-to-air missile 

system that is capable of engaging aircraft, UAVs, cruise missiles, and has a terminal ballistic missile defence 
capability.

  Blue Water Force:
•  A Blue Water Navy/force is one that has 

the capacity to project itself over a much 
bigger maritime area than its maritime 
borders. 

•  It is a Navy that can go into the vast, deep 
oceans of the world. 

•  However, while most navies have the 
capacity to send ships into the deep oceans, 
a Blue Water Force is able to carry out 
operations far from its borders, without 
being required to return to its home port 
to refuel or re-stock.



MONTHLY MAGAZINE JULY 202271

•  NEW DELHI •  MUMBAI     •  KOLKATA    •  AHMEDABAD   •  ANAND   •  BHILAI    •  BHUBANESWAR      •  CHANDIGARH   
•  DEHRADUN   •  GANDHINAGAR   •  KANPUR   •  PATNA   •  RAIPUR   •  RAJKOT   •  RANCHI   •  SURAT   •  VADODARA

Whatsapp No. 93132-18734, 82877-76460 (chahalacademy@gmail.com)

•  Development of this advanced missile system is said to 
have been taken up in 1993, almost in the immediate 
aftermath of the collapse of the Soviet Union, and borrows 
heavily from the earlier S-300 missile defence system

•  Testing of the S-400 is said to have begun in late 1999 
or early 2000 and the first of the weapons became 
operational in 2007.

•  Capabilities

  The missile system is capable of taking on practically 
any aerial target within a range of 400km and can 
simultaneously engage 36 targets. 

  It can be activated within five minutes.

  The S-400 also comes with improved electronic 
counter-measures to thwart attempts at jamming 
while its radars are capable of detecting low-signature targets.

How does it compare with its competitors?
•  A report says that in comparison, the US-made Terminal High Altitude Area Defence, or THAAD, has 

shorter range and is incapable of hitting targets beyond the horizon while also being just an anti-ballistic 
missile system that cannot engage other aerial targets. 

•  Another much-touted capability of the S-400 is its “fire-and-forget capability” with missiles fitted with a 
homing device that locks on a target and destroys it.

Which Countries Have S-400s?
•  Some of the first countries to get the missile systems were Algeria in 2015 and close Russian ally Belarus in 

2016. 

•  China acquired two systems reportedly starting in 2018 while Turkey received its first battalion in 2019.

•  India had in 2018 signed a deal for the purchase of five S-400 Triumf.

TYPES OF SECURITIES PROVIDED IN INDIA

Context: Recently, the Uttar Pradesh government has accorded Y-category security to Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj Party 
(SBSP) chief. 

Types of securities
•  In India, security cover is offered to recognised 

personalities whose lives are at jeopardy owing to 
their work or popularity. 

• Different sorts of security are supplied depending on 
the information provided by the intelligence agency 
in order to safeguard them from such anti-social 
forces.

•  After assessing the dangers, the security category is 
separated into five groups and assigned to a person. 

 X, Y, Z, Z+, SPG, and more security classifications 
are available.

•  Such security is available to VIPs and VVIPs, athletes, 
entertainers, and other high-profile or political 
figures.

•  While Z+ is the highest level of protection, the most 
powerful people in the country, including current 
and previous prime leaders, receive additional SPG 
covering.
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Y- 3023 DUNAGIRI 

Context: Defence Ministry launched Y- 3023 Dunagiri, Project 17A frigate built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders Limited 
(GRSE) in Kolkata recently.

Key Details
•  These are follow-on of the P17 Frigates (Shivalik Class) with improved stealth features, advanced 

weapons and sensors and platform management systems. 
•  ‘Dunagiri’ is the reincarnation of the erstwhile ‘Dunagiri’, the Leander Class ASW Frigate, 

which in her 33 years of service from 05 May 1977 to 20 October 2010, had witnessed various 
challenging operations and multinational exercises. 

•  The first two ships of P17A Project, were launched in 2019 and 2020 at MDL and GRSE 
respectively. 

•  The third ship (Udaygiri) was launched at MDL on 17 May 2022 earlier this year. 
•  The launch of the fourth ship within such a short span is a testimony to the impetus provided towards self-

reliant shipbuilding with a focused approach.
•  P17A ships have been designed in-house by Indian Navy’s Directorate of Naval Design (DND), which has 

successfully spear-headed design of numerous classes of indigenous warships in the past. 

TEST FLIGHT OF AUTONOMOUS UAV

Context: The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully carried out the maiden test flight 
of a new Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV), an autonomous Flying Wing Technology Demonstrator.

Key Details
•  It is a reduced sized autonomous aircraft and is proving various technologies for autonomous aircraft to be 

built in future. 
•  The Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) is powered by a small turbofan engine. 
•  The engine is Russian TRDD-50MT originally designed for cruise missiles
•  DRDO is in the process of developing UAVs of different classes to meet the requirements of the armed forces. 
•  Rustom-2, the indigenous Medium Altitude Long Endurance (MALE) UAV under development, had crossed 

a milestone by reaching an altitude of 25,000 feet and an endurance of 10 hours and is being designed to 
reach an altitude of 30,000 feet and 18 hours endurance. 

             DRDO
•  It is an agency under the Ministry of Defence. 

•  Headquarter - New Delhi  

•  DRDO was formed in 1958 by amalgamating the Defence Science Organisation and a few technical 
development establishments. 

•  DRDO is India’s largest research organisation.

•  DRDO’s first project for the Indian military was in surface-to-air missiles (SAM) known as Project Indigo. 

•  In March 2019, DRDO developed India’s first anti-satellite system that made India one of the space 
superpowers. 

•  In 2016, It successfully tested its first indigenously developed heavy-duty drone, Rustom 2, which is an 
unmanned armed combat vehicle developed on the lines of the US’s Predator drone. 

•  DRDO co-developed INS Arihant, India’s first nuclear ballistic missile submarine, which became 
operational in 2018. 

•  DRDO has also developed several ballistic missiles under its Integrated Guided Missile Development 
Programme, which includes missiles like Prithvi, Trishul, Agni, Akash and Nag.

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV)
•  An unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) is a type of aircraft that operates without a human pilot onboard. 
•  An unmanned aerial vehicle is also known as a drone.
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SOCIAL ISSUES
REPLACEMENT LEVEL FERTILITY

Context: India has achieved replacement level fertility, with 31 States and Union Territories reaching a Total Fertility 
Rate (an average number of children per woman) of 2.1 or less. 

What is Replacement level fertility?
•  Replacement-level fertility refers to an average level of completed fertility (this could be measured using 

cohort fertility rates) that, if maintained over the long run, would lead to an approximately constant 
population over time (assuming that there are no significant gains in longevity).

•  It is the level of fertility at which a population exactly replaces itself from one generation to the next. 

•  In developed countries, replacement level fertility can be taken as requiring an average of 2.1 children per 
woman. 

•  In countries with high infant and child mortality rates, however, the average number of births may need to 
be much higher. 

•  Replacement level fertility is not associated with a unique set of age-specific birth rates.

•  When a country reaches replacement level fertility, other conditions must be met for zero population growth 
to also be attained. 

•  Replacement level fertility will lead to zero population growth only if mortality rates remain constant and 
migration has no effect. 

•  A change to replacement level fertility therefore leads to zero population growth only in the long run.

HETEROPESSIMISM

Context: Heteropessimism can be defined as public declarations of dissatisfaction with heterosexual relationships, by 
people who continue to be in those relationships.

What is heteropessimism
•  Heteropessimism consists of performative disaffiliations 

with heterosexuality, usually expressed in the form of regret, 
embarrassment, or hopelessness about straight experience

•  A recent example of heteropessimism in India is men trending 
#MarriageStrike on Twitter when the Delhi HC was hearing a 
plea to criminalise marital rape.

•  Causes of heteropessimism

  The realisation for heterosexual people that dating is 
really hard (and in many cases, violent or even fatal), 
and the hard-won prize of marriage is not what it was touted to be, can lead to disillusionment from 
romantic relationships.

  Heteropessimism has been caused and shaped by larger social, economic and political currents.

  Traditionally, marriage was between the “provider” and the “homemaker”. 

  While more women are economically independent, our social conditioning remains rooted in these 
traditional roles. 
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MINORITIES IN INDIA

Context: The Supreme Court recently said it was a settled position that religious and linguistic minority status of a 

community is to be decided state-wise on the basis of state population. 

Key Details

•  Hearing a PIL seeking directions to declare Hindus as minority community in states where it is outnumbered 

by other communities, a bench of Supreme Court said any such community could be a religious or 

linguistic minority community. 

•  It said Marathi-speaking people would be a minority community outside Maharashtra; Kannada-speaking 

persons in Maharashtra are a minority. 

•  The petition has argued that the recognition of Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and Parsis nationally 

by the Centre as ‘minorities’ ignored the fact that religious communities such as Hindus were “socially, 

economically, politically non-dominant and numerically inferior” in several States.

•  The petitioner said Hindus are minorities in J&K, Mizoram, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Arunachal, Lakshadweep, 

Manipur and Punjab but the Centre has so far declared only Muslims, Christians, Parsis, Sikhs, Buddhists 

and Jains as minorities in the country.

•  The petitioner referred to some states where the population of Hindus is less than those of other communities 

and pleaded that they be treated as minority community under Articles 29-30 to establish and administer 

educational institutions of their choice. Hindus constitute:

  1% of the population in Ladakh, 

  2. 8% in Mizoram, 

  2. 8% in Lakshadweep, 

  4% in Kashmir, 

  8. 7% in Nagaland, 

  11. 5% in Meghalaya, 

  29% in Arunachal Pradesh, 

  38. 5% in Punjab 

  41. 3% in Manipur

•  The bench also gave the example of DAV running educational institutes across the country but said all its 

institutions would not get minority tag and it had to be decided state-wise and referred to SC’s verdict in TMA 

Pai case in 2002. 

•  The SC said that every person in India can be a minority in one State or the other. Minority status of 

religious and linguistic communities is “State-dependent”.

•  But the court indicated that a religious or linguistic community which is a minority in a particular State, 

can inherently claim protection and the right to administer and run its own educational institutions 

under Articles 29 and 30 of the Constitution. The court asked whether a specific notification was required.

What is the definition of minority under Indian laws?

•  The expression “minorities” appears in some Articles of the Constitution, but is not defined anywhere.
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What does the Constitution say about minorities?
•  Article 29, deals with the “Protection of interests of minorities”.
  It says that “any section of the citizens residing in the territory of India or any part thereof having a distinct 

language, script or culture of its own shall have the right to conserve the same”, and that “no citizen 
shall be denied admission into any educational institution maintained by the State or receiving aid out 
of State funds on grounds only of religion, race, caste, language or any of them”.

•  Article 30 deals with the “right of minorities to establish and administer educational institutions”.
•  Article 350(A) says there shall be a Special Officer for linguistic minorities to be appointed by the 

President.

ROAD SAFETY

Context: In spite of several years of policymaking to improve road safety, India remains among the worst-performing 
countries in this area with a toll of 1,47,913 lives lost to road traffic accidents in 2017 as per Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways statistics.

•  The persistently high annual death toll brings into question the country’s ability to meet Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) 3.6, which aims to halve the fatalities and injuries from road traffic accidents by 
2030.

•  Recently, The United Nations held a high-level meeting on Global Road Safety on to review the progress and 
challenges with regards to the Road Safety.

New Findings on Road Safety
•  A new analytical series on road safety worldwide, published by The Lancet, 

proposes that India and other countries could cut accident-related deaths 
by 25 to 40% based on evidence that preventive interventions produce good 
outcomes when applied to four well-known risk factors — 
 high speed, 
 driving under the influence of alcohol, 
 not using proper helmets, 
 not wearing seat-belts and not using child restraints. 

•  Globally, about 14 lakh people die in traffic accidents annually, and nearly 
five crores are injured.

•  India amended its law on motor vehicles in 2019, but its implementation by State governments is not 
uniform or complete. 

•  A National Road Safety Board was constituted under the Motor Vehicles Act, with advisory powers to 
reform safety.
  The focus of State governments, however, remains conventional, with an emphasis on user behaviour 

(drivers and other road users), education and uneven enforcement. 
• Low emphasis is placed on structural change such as raising engineering standards for roads, signages, 

signals, training for scientific accident investigation, raising policing skills and fixing responsibility on 
government departments for design, creation and maintenance of road infrastructure.

•  According to the Transport Ministry, more than 65% of those killed in road accidents in 2019 were in 
rural areas. 

•  Yet, the substantial death toll in densely populated urban centres — 32.9% — indicates that better 
engineering and enforcement can easily cut fatalities in the current decade, in the run up to the SDG goal year 
of 2030. 

•  This would be in consonance with the World Health Organization’s (WHO) decade of action on road 
safety, recognizing it as a major public health issue, launched last year.

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO CUT DEATH AND INJURY RATES?
•  The ambitious amendments to the Motor Vehicles Act in 2019 (MV Act) have not yielded significant 

results, although the restrictions on vehicular movement for COVID-19 temporarily slowed the rising graph 
of fatalities and injuries. 
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•  Major interventions in India, first suggested by the Sundar Committee (2007) and ordered by the Supreme 
Court in S. Rajasekaran vs Union of India have not made a dent in the problem. 
  The measures include setting up of an apex national body for road safety, and fixing decentralized 

responsibility at the district level.
  The Sundar Committee pointed out that India lacked a technically competent investigation arm that 

could determine the cause of accidents; 
  The National Road Safety Board Rules, 2021, provide for the formation of technical working groups 

covering, among other things, crash investigation and forensics. 
  In the absence of scientific investigation, perceptions usually guide the fixing of liability. 
  The MV Act stipulates only a fine up to one lakh for failure to follow norms and stipulations by the 

designated authority, contractor, consultant or concessionaire, leading to death or disability, and there is 
little evidence that even this has been enforced after a public inquiry. 

•  It was pointed out that legislation without enforcement ends in failure. 

•  This is evident even in fast-growing India, since no single department bears responsibility to make roads 
safe. 

•  In the short term, slowing down traffic, particularly near habitations, segregating slower vehicles, enforcing 
seat belt and helmet use and cracking down on drunken drivers could produce measurable gains.
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UN POPULATION REPORT

Context: According to the 2022 edition of the United Nations’ World Population Prospects (WPP), released recently, 
India is projected to surpass China as the world’s most populous country in 2023. It also projected the world’s 
population to reach 8 billion on November 15, 2022.

World Population Prospects
•  The Population Division of the UN has been publishing the WPP in a biennial cycle since 1951. 

•  Each revision of the WPP provides a historical time series of population indicators starting in 1950. 

•  It does so by taking into account newly released national data to revise estimates of past trends in fertility, 
mortality or international migration.

The main takeaways for the global population
•  The world’s population continues to grow, but the pace of growth is slowing down: 

  The global population is expected to grow to around 8.5 billion in 2030, 9.7 billion in 2050 and 10.4 billion 
in 2100. 

  In 2020, the global growth rate fell under 1% per year for the first time since 1950.

•  Rates of population growth vary significantly across countries and regions: 

  More than half of the projected increase in global population up to 2050 will be concentrated in just eight 
countries: 

  the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

  Egypt,

  Ethiopia, 

  India, 

  Nigeria, 

  Pakistan, 

  the Philippines and 

  the United Republic of Tanzania. 

•  Disparate growth rates among the world’s largest countries will re-order their ranking by size. 

•  The 46 least developed countries (LDCs) are among the world’s fastest-growing. 

•  Many are projected to double in population between 2022 and 2050, putting additional pressure on resources 
and posing challenges to the achievement of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

•  The population of older persons is increasing both in numbers and as a share of the total: 

  The share of the global population aged 65 years or above is projected to rise from 10% in 2022 to 16% 
in 2050.

  The report warns that countries with ageing populations should take steps to adapt public programmes to 
the growing proportion of older persons, including by improving the sustainability of social security and 
pension systems and by establishing universal health care and long-term care systems.

•  A sustained drop in fertility has led to an increased concentration of the population at working ages 
(between 25 and 64 years), creating an opportunity for accelerated economic growth per capita: 

  This shift in the age distribution provides a time-bound opportunity for accelerated economic growth 
known as the “demographic dividend”. 

•  International migration is having important impacts on population trends for some countries: 

  For high-income countries between 2000 and 2020, the contribution of international migration to 
population growth (net inflow of 80.5 million) exceeded the balance of births over deaths (66.2 million). 

  Over the next few decades, migration will be the sole driver of population growth in high-income countries. 

  For 10 countries, the estimated net outflow of migrants exceeded 1 million over the period from 2010 
through 2021. 
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  In many of these countries, the outflows were due to temporary labour movements, such as for Pakistan 
(net flow of -16.5 million), India (-3.5 million), Bangladesh (-2.9 million), Nepal (-1.6 million) and Sri Lanka 
(-1.0 million). In other countries, including the Syrian Arab Republic (-4.6 million), Venezuela (Bolivarian 
Republic of) (-4.8 million) and Myanmar (-1.0 million), insecurity and conflict drove the outflow of 
migrants over this period.

    

NOTES
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MISCELLANEOUS

INDIA TO HOST 2025 WOMEN’S ODI WORLD CUP

Context: India will host the Women’s 50-over World Cup in 2025 as the BCCI has successfully bid for the mega event 
during the ICC Annual Conference that concluded in Birmingham recently.

Key Details
•  The ICC flagship event will return to the country after more than a decade.

  The last time a women’s 50-over World Cup was held in India was back in 2013 
when Australian emerged champions after beating the West Indies by 114 runs 
in the final in Mumbai.

•  Three other ICC women’s events were also awarded on the day with Bangladesh 
hosting the 2024 T20 World Cup and England winning hosting rights for the 
2026 edition. 

•  The inaugural T20 Champions Trophy in 2027 will be hosted by Sri Lanka.

•  The last big mega women’s global cricket event held in India was the 2016 World T20 but that was primarily 
because ICC used to organise both men’s and women’s event simultaneously.

•  However, the system has changed with popularity of women’s game increasing exponentially and ICC has 
segregated the events to procure the proper value for women’s game with separate broadcast deal and 
exclusive coverage. 

•  In the 2025 Women’s World Cup, the hosts and five top nations from ICC Women’s Championship (IWC) 
2022-2025 will get direct entry into the tournament.

PAN-INDIAN FILMS

Context: With the trailer of Puri Jagannadh’s sports-action drama ‘Liger’, the focus is back on “pan-Indian” films.

What are pan-Indian films?
•  A pan-Indian film is one that caters to the tastes and sensibilities of people and communities across the 

country.

•  By and large, one can attribute the rise of the pan-Indian film to the success of S S Rajamouli’s ‘Baahubali’ 
movies. 

•  This phenomenon transcends languages and industries. 

ARAGALAYA

Context: Aragalaya, the Sinhalese word for “struggle”, is being used widely to describe the daily gathering of people 
at Colombo’s Galle Face Green that began with the demand that Gotabaya resign as President and make way for a new 
dispensation, even “a new system”. 

Key Details
•  It had begun months before in the hinterland, forcing a government U-turn on the ban on chemical fertilisers, 

and permit the import of ammonia-based fertilisers. 

•  In its essential meaning, aragalaya also captures the struggle of individual Sri Lankans to find food, fuel and 
medicines on a daily basis, bringing them all together in a “janatha aragalaya” — a people’s struggle. 

•  It has been mostly leaderless, though some individuals have spoken for the group on occasion. 

•  It also used social media to relay its messages.
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•  It attracted the participation of a wide range of people from students to professionals, from trade unions to the 
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna.

GENDER GAP INDEX

Context: India ranks 135 among a total of 146 countries in the Global Gender Gap Index, 2022, released by the World 
Economic Forum. 

Key Details
•  India is the worst performer in the world in the “health and 

survival” sub-index in which it is ranked 146. 

•  The Global Gender Report, 2022, which includes the index, 
says it will now take 132 years to reach gender parity, 
with the gap reducing only by four years since 2021 and the 
gender gap closed by 68.1%. 

•  It measures scores on a 0-to-100 scale, which can be 
interpreted as the distance covered towards parity or the 
percentage of the gender gap that has been closed

•  But this does not compensate for the generational loss between 2020 and 2021 as the trends leading up 
to 2020 showed that the gender gap was set to close within 100 years.

•  India ranks poorly among its neighbours 

  It is behind Bangladesh (71), Nepal (96), Sri Lanka (110), Maldives (117) and Bhutan (126). 

  Only the performance of Iran (143), Pakistan (145) and Afghanistan (146) was worse than India in South 
Asia. 

•  In 2021, India ranked 140 out of 156 nations.

•  The Global Gender Gap Index benchmarks gender parity across four key dimensions or sub-indices — 

  Economic participation and opportunity:

  Educational attainment:

  Health and survival:

  Political empowerment

•  India also recovered ground since 2021 in economic participation and opportunity, though the labour 
force participation shrunk for both men (by -9.5 percentage points) and women (-3 percentage points).

NITI AAYOG’S INNOVATION INDEX

Context: Karnataka has bagged the top rank in NITI Aayog’s India Innovation Index, 2022, which determines innovation 
capacities and ecosystems at the sub-national level. 

Key Details:
•  Karnataka has held this position, under the Major States category, in all three editions of the Index so far. 

•  Karnataka was followed by Telangana, Haryana, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu. 

•  Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Bihar and Gujarat were at the bottom of the index.

•  Manipur secured the lead in the Northeast and Hill States category. 

•  Chandigarh was the top performer in the Union Territories and City States category.

•  Some recommended measures to achieve India’s ambitious targets to be named among the top 25 nations in 
the Global Innovation Index:

•  Increasing Gross Domestic Expenditure on R&D (GDERD)

 Countries that spend less on GDERD fail to retain their human capital in the long run and the ability to 
innovate is dependent on the quality of human capital

  India’s GDERD as a percentage of GDP stood at about 0.7%.
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  GDERD needs considerable improvement and should touch at least 2%, which would play an instrumental 
role in India achieving the goal of 5 trillion economy 

•  Promoting private sector participation in R&D 

  Taking evidence from countries such as South Korea, and the U.S. where the presence of private players 
is evident, it is evident that public expenditure is productive up to some extent; 

  Once the growth follows a trajectory, it is desirable to shift to R&D mostly driven by the private sector. 

  Closing the gap between industry demand and what the country produces through its education 
systems.

NATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL RANKING FRAMEWORK 2022

Context: National Institutional Ranking Framework 2022 released by Ministry of Education

Key Details
•  The Indian Institute of Technology, Madras 

(IIT-M), is the top higher educational institute 
in the country followed by the Indian Institute 
of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, and IIT Bombay.

•  Top Five universities:

  IISc, 

  Jawaharlal Nehru University, 

  Jamia Millia Islamia, 

  Jadavpur University 

  Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham 

•  Top Five Colleges:

  Miranda House, 

  Hindu College, 

  Presidency College, 

  Loyola College

  Lady Shri Ram College for Women

•  The top five medical institutes are

  All India Institute of Medical Sciences, 

  Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh, 

  Christian Medical College, Vellore, 

  National Institute of Mental Health & Neuro Sciences, Bengaluru, 

  Banaras Hindu University. 

•  The top five management institutes are 

  Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Ahmedabad, 

  IIM Bengaluru, 

  IIM Kolkata, 

  IIT Delhi and 

  IIM Kozhikode.

•  This is the seventh consecutive edition of NIRF. 

•  It ranks colleges, universities and research institutions and also provides an overall ranking of all of them 
combined. 
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•  Institutes are also ranked across seven subject domains, namely engineering, management, pharmacy, law, 
medical, architecture and dental.

What is NIRF?
•  National Institute Ranking Framework or NIRF is the first-ever effort by the government to rank higher 

education institutions (HEIs) in the country. 

•  Before NIRF’s launch in 2016, HEIs were usually ranked by private entities, especially news magazines. 

•  While participation in the NIRF was voluntary in the initial years, it was made compulsory for all 
government-run educational institutions in 2018. 

•  In order to be ranked, all education institutions are assessed on five parameters: 

  teaching, 

  learning and resources, 

  research and professional practices, 

  graduation outcomes, outreach 

  inclusivity, and perception. 

Why did the Union government decide to rank HEIs?
•  The idea of NIRF has its roots in the global rankings. 

•  The union government and government-run HEIs were quite upset about their standing in QS World 
University Rankings and the Times Higher Education World University Ranking. 

•  During the Winter Session of Parliament in 2015, the then Education Minister Smriti Irani had attributed their 
poor performance in global league tables to subjective ranking methodology. 

•  To counter this, India decided to emulate the Chinese example. 

  When China encountered the same problem about two decades ago, they responded with a university 
ranking system of their own.

  The Shanghai Rankings, done by the Shanghai Jiao Tong University, was born out of this in 2003. 

  Nine Chinese universities and three from India (Indian Institute of Science (IISc), IIT Kharagpur and IIT 
Delhi) made it to the top 500 in the first edition of the Shanghai Rankings.

•  India too decided to start its own rankings, with parameters that would be more suitable to the Indian context. 

•  There was one big difference: 

  While the Shanghai Rankings were international in character from the first year itself, the NIRF only 
ranked Indian HEIs. 

  The long-term plan was to make it an international league table.

KAI CHUTNEY AND GI TAG

Context: In Odisha, scientists are now fine-tuning their research to make a presentation for the Geographical Indications 
(GI) registry of Kai chutney.

About Kai chutney
•  Weaver ants are popular among the people, mostly of the tribes, of Mayurbhanj district in Odisha for the 

mouth-watering dish made of them — the Kai chutney.

•  This savoury food item, rich in proteins, calcium, zinc, vitamin B-12, iron, magnesium, potassium, sodium, 
copper, fibre and 18 amino acids, is known to boost the immune system and keep diseases at bay.

•  Applied under food category, the GI tag will help develop a structured hygiene protocol in the preparation 
of Kai chutney for standard wider use. 

•  Weaver ants, Oecophylla smaragdina, are abundantly found in Mayurbhanj throughout the year.
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•  The tribes of Mayurbhanj consume Kai chutney or soup to get rid of flu, common cold, whooping cough, to 
increase appetite and enhance eyesight naturally without corrective eye wear and to treat joint pain and 
stomach diseases, and for the development of a healthy brain and the nervous system.

•  The tribal healers also prepare medicinal oil by dipping the collected Kais in pure mustard oil. 

  This oil is used as baby oil and externally used to cure rheumatism, gout, ringworm infection and skin 
diseases.

•  The Kai family consists of three category members — workers, major workers and queens. 

•  Workers and major workers are mostly orange-colored. 

•  Kais feed on small insects and other invertebrates, their prey being mainly beetles, flies and hymenopterans.

What is a GI tag?
•  A Geographical Indication (GI) tag is a form of intellectual property, a certification given to certain goods or 

products from a particular area or state, or country that is unique to a particular geographical region. 

•  India, as a member of the World Trade Organization (WTO), enacted the Geographical Indications of Goods 
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 from 15th September 2003.

•  Like all Intellectual Property Rights, a Geographical Indication is a non-physical asset that composes a legal 
claim to future benefits through the special rights and privileges attached to it. 

•  The GI products are generally agricultural or natural or manufactured items like handicrafts etc. 

•  It is an indication or symbol to identify a particular product.

•  These tags are a tool to protect the ownership rights on natural resources and manufactured goods. 

•  GIs cannot be sold, rented, transferred as they are collectively owned by the state. 

•  Products having GI tags prevent unauthorized use of products and upgrade financial gain to the producers 
by exporting the products.

•  How is a GI tag granted in India?

  The Geographical Indication tag is granted as per the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration 
and Protection) Act, 1999. 

  The application for GI is open to all the producers of goods or an organization. 

  The application must include the geographical map of the territory or region in the country where the 
goods are manufactured and the class of goods to which it shall apply.

  It is compulsory to get GI registered to claim any rights in respect of such indication.

  Section 21 of the GI Act states that registration provides a right to file a suit for infringement. 

  Section 23 certifies that there is prima facie evidence of ownership and validity of GI.
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OPIUM PRODUCTION 

Context: India has opened up the highly regulated sector of producing and processing opium to private players. 

Historical evidence of opium production
•  India has been growing poppy at least since the 15th century, as per historical records. 

•  The British East India Company assumed monopoly on the cultivation of poppy when the Mughal Empire was 
on the decline, and the entire trade was brought under government control by 1873.

•  After India gained independence, the cultivation and trade of opium passed on to the Indian government, with 
the activity being controlled by The Opium Act, 1857, The Opium Act, 1878, and The Dangerous Drugs 
Act, 1930. 

•  At present, the cultivation and processing of poppy and opium is controlled by the provisions of The Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act and Rules.

•  Process of growing and processing opium in India

  Due to the potential for illicit trade and risk of addiction, the cultivation of opium poppy is strictly 
regulated in the country.

  The crops are allowed to be sown only in tracts of land notified by the central government in 22 
districts in the states of Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan.

  The opium produced in the country is currently processed entirely at the Government Opium and 
Alkaloid Factories in Uttar Pradesh’s Ghazipur and Madhya Pradesh’s Neemuch. 

  Only 12 countries including India allow its cultivation legally for medicinal use.

  Products such as morphine, codeine, thebaine, and oxycodone are produced. 

•  Uses of Opium

  Opium is a natural substance obtained from poppy seeds and its derivatives are mainly used for pain 
management. 

  The extracts from opium poppy such as morphine are potent painkillers and are mainly prescribed to 
cancer patients. 

  The opium product codeine is helpful in cough suppression.

•  Significance of private players 

  The private company will process 6,000 MT of unopened poppy capsules and opium gum to produce 
active pharmaceutical ingredients over the next five years.

  The involvement of the private sector might:

  boost the domestic production of various alkaloids such as morphine and codeine 

  bring in modern technology

  offsetting the declining area under cultivation of poppy in India 

  reduce imports

  Despite being one of the few global cultivators of poppy, India still imports these active pharmaceutical 
ingredients as well as poppy seeds.
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LAVENDER SCARE
Context: NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope has come under intense criticism from the LGBTQ community. The 
telescope has been named after James Webb, who ran the US space agency from 1961 to 1968, and allegedly had a role 
to play in the “Lavender Scare” at NASA.

What was the Lavender Scare?

•  The Lavender Scare was the marginalisation 
of LGBTQ employees working in the US 
government’s offices during the 1950s and 
1960s. 

•  It is often described as a “witch-hunt”, 
where those suspected of being from the 
LGBTQ community were fired from their 
jobs.

•  James Webb, as the head of NASA during 
that period, is alleged to have played a role 
in the dismissal of LGBTQ employees for 
their identity. 

•  In 2021, four astronomers in the US wrote 
about the demand for renaming the 
telescope in ‘Scientific American’.

FIELDS MEDAL

Context: Ukrainian mathematician Maryna Viazovska was named as one of four recipients of the 2022 Fields Medal, 
an honour that is often described the Nobel Prize in mathematics.

Key Details:
•  The Fields Medal is awarded by the 

International Mathematical Union 
(IMU), an international non-governmental 
and non-profit scientific organisation that 
aims to promote international cooperation 
in mathematics.

•  The other winners were: 

  French mathematician Hugo Duminil-
Copin of the University of Geneva; 

  Korean-American June Huh of 
Princeton; 

  Briton James Maynard of the 
University of Oxford.

•  The Fields Medal is awarded every four years to one or more mathematicians under the age of 40 in recognition 
of “outstanding mathematical achievement for existing work and for the promise of future achievement”.

•  INDIAN-ORIGIN WINNERS

  There are two of Indian origin — Akshay Venkatesh of the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton, 
who won in 2018, the last time the honour was announced, and Manjul Bhargava of the Department of 
Mathematics at Princeton University, in 2014.
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GOVERNMENT SCHEMES
SOCIAL SECURITY SCHEMES FOR LABOURERS

Context: Recently, the Minister of State for Labour & Employment briefed the Rajya Sabha on various social security 
schemes for labourers.

Key Details
•  The Government is mandated to provide Social Security to unorganised sector workers by formulating suitable 

welfare schemes on matters relating to 

  life and disability cover, 

  health and maternity benefits, 

  old age protection and 

  any other benefit as may be determined by the Central Government.

•  The Life and Disability cover is provided through Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) and 
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY). 

  PMJJBY is available to the people in the age group of 18 to 50 years having a bank/post office account 
who give their consent to join/enable auto debit. 

  Risk coverage under this scheme is for Rs. 2.00 lakh in case of death of insured, due to any reason, at an 
annual premium of Rs. 436/- which is to be auto-debited from the subscriber’s bank/post office account. 

  The Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY) is also available to the people in the age group of 
18 to 70 years with a bank/post office account who give their consent to join/enable auto debit. 

  The risk coverage under the scheme is for Rs 2.00 lakh in case of accidental death or total permanent 
disability and Rs. 1.00 lakh for partial permanent disability; due to accident at a premium of Rs. 20 per 
annum which is to be deducted from the account holder’s bank/post office account through ‘auto-debit’. 

•  The Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) provides an annual health cover of 
Rs. 5 lakhs per eligible family for secondary and tertiary care hospitalization corresponding to 1949 treatment 
procedures across 27 specialties. 

   It is a completely cashless and paperless scheme. 

  The beneficiary families under AB-PMJAY have been identified from Social Economic Caste Census 
(SECC) of 2011 basis 6 deprivation and 11 occupational criteria across rural and urban areas.

•  In order to provide old age protection, the Government of India launched Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi 
Maan-Dhan (PM-SYM) pension scheme in 2019. 

  It provides monthly pension of Rs. 3000/- after attaining the age of 60 years. 

  The workers in the age group of 18-40 years whose monthly income is Rs. 15000/- or less and not a 
member of EPFO/ESIC/NPS (Govt. funded) can join the PM-SYM Scheme. 

  Under this scheme 50% monthly contribution is payable by the beneficiary and equal matching 
contribution is paid by the Central Government. 

  Under the scheme, the funds towards Government’s contribution are provided to LIC being the fund 
manager. 

•  Other schemes available to the unorganized workers depending upon their eligibility criteria:

  Atal Pension Yojana, 

  Public Distribution System under National Food Security Act, 

  Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 
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  Deen Dayal Upadhyay Gramin Kaushal Yojana, 

  Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, 

  National Social Assistance Programme, Gareeb Kalyan Rojgar Yojana, 

  Mahatma Gandhi Bunkar Bima Yojana, 

 Deen Dayal Upadhyay Antyodaya Yojana, 

 PM SVANidhi, 

 Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana. 

•  The Government has launched e-Shram portal in August, 2021 with an objective to create National Database 
of unorganised workers and to facilitate delivery of Social Security Schemes/Welfare Schemes to the 
unorganised workers. 

FASAL BIMA YOJANA

Context: The Union Agriculture Ministry announced that Andhra Pradesh has decided to rejoin the crop insurance 
scheme Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) from the ongoing kharif season.

About PMFBY
•  The Crop Insurance Scheme is in line with 

One Nation – One Scheme theme.  

•  The PMFBY has replaced the existing two 
schemes National Agricultural Insurance 
Scheme as well as the Modified NAIS.

•  Objectives

  To provide insurance coverage and 
financial support to the farmers in the 
event of failure of any of the notified 
crop as a result of natural calamities, 
pests & diseases.

  To stabilise the income of farmers to 
ensure their continuance in farming.

  To encourage farmers to adopt innovative and modern agricultural practices.

  To ensure flow of credit to the agriculture sector.

•  Highlights of the scheme

  There will be a uniform premium of only 2% to be paid by farmers for all Kharif crops and 1.5% for all 
Rabi crops. 

  In case of annual commercial and horticultural crops, the premium to be paid by farmers will be only 
5%. 

  The premium rates to be paid by farmers are very low and balance premium will be paid by the 
Government to provide full insured amount to the farmers against crop loss on account of natural 
calamities.

  There is no upper limit on Government subsidy. 

  Even if balance premium is 90%, it will be borne by the Government.

  The use of technology will be encouraged to a great extent. 

  Smart phones will be used to capture and upload data of crop cutting to reduce the delays in claim 
payment to farmers. 

  Remote sensing will be used to reduce the number of crop cutting experiments.

  PMFBY is a replacement scheme of NAIS / MNAIS, there will be exemption from Service Tax liability of 
all the services involved in the implementation of the scheme. 
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  It is estimated that the new scheme will ensure about 75-80 per cent of subsidy for the farmers in 
insurance premium.

• Eligibility 

  All farmers growing notified crops in a notified area during the season who have insurable interest in the 
crop are eligible.

  To address the demand of farmers, the scheme has been made voluntary for all farmers from 
Kharif 2020. 

  Earlier to Kharif 2020, the enrollment under the scheme was compulsory for following categories of 
farmers:

  Farmers in the notified area who possess a Crop Loan account/KCC account (called as Loanee Farmers) 
to whom credit limit is sanctioned/renewed for the notified crop during the crop season. and

  Such other farmers whom the Government may decide to include from time to time.

Structure and changes

•  Under the scheme, all farmers including sharecroppers and tenant farmers growing “notified crops” in the 
“notified areas” are eligible for coverage.

•  Initially, the scheme was compulsory for loanee farmers; in February 2020, the Centre revised it to make it 
optional for all farmers.

•  In the initial scheme, the difference between actuarial premium rate and the rate of insurance premium 
payable by farmers, which is called the rate of normal premium subsidy, was to be shared equally between 
the Centre and states. 

  However, states and Union Territories are free to extend additional subsidy over and above the normal 
subsidy from their budgets.

•  In February 2020, the Centre decided to restrict its premium subsidy to 30% for unirrigated areas and 
25% for irrigated areas (from the existing unlimited). 

  Earlier, there was no upper limit for the central subsidy.

•  Food crops (cereals, millets and pulses); oilseeds; and annual commercial / annual horticultural crops 
are covered under the scheme. 

PM-UDAY

Context: In a move to simplify the documentation required to avail of benefits under the Pradhan Mantri - Unauthorised 
Colonies in Delhi Awas Adhikar Yojana  (PM-UDAY), the Centre has approved a proposal to exclude a ‘will’ as a mandatory 
document. 

Key Details

•  The Centre launched the PM-UDAY scheme in December 2019 to give ownership rights of properties in 
unauthorised colonies.

•  It is a central scheme to authorise the illegal colonies of national capital Delhi.

•  The central government will prepare a blueprint for developing the unauthorised colonies, through the 
Delhi Development Authority (DDA). 

•  The blueprint for the development of the colonies, drawn by the DDA, will be completed only through the 
fixed limit based on the satellite images of 2015. 

•  Further, the Authority has included provisions regarding the development of these colonies under the Master 
Plan of Delhi 2041.
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ARTICLE FROM YOJANA
(Policies on Scheduled Tribes)

Tribals: Sustaining the Roots

•  Tribal communities of India are deep-rooted with the nature, indigenous livelihood, oral traditions, folk 
culture and are mostly confined to their own people.

•  Living in bucolic simplicity, they offer invaluable heritage to our country, along with historical significance 
through their participation in India’s struggle for freedom. 

•  These self-reliant communities enjoyed the autonomy of governance over the territory they inhabited until 
the colonial rulers started merging them with the dominant population. 

Their principles of life and culture are broadly center around the following values:

•  Identification with nature; their inseparability with nature in body, mind and spirit.

•  Coexistence, amity and empathy with other living beings.

•  Collective living or collective subsistence and the principle of ‘sharing’.

  Sharing the food, land and forest resources, sharing the seeds, labour and hardship, sharing the misfortunes 
and risks in living in mountains and forests, and so on.

•  Non-accumulation of personal property or wealth or in other words, sustainable and simple living.

•  Restraint and resolving disputes by withdrawal: The tribal people never encroach; rather they generally 
withdraw, and avoid conflicts.

Challenges & issues associated with tribals

•  Displacement and deprivation: These are caused by developmental projects such as setting up of industrial 
operations, construction of dams, etc., which lead to deforestation. 

•  Threats to their identity: The common expectation from them to follow the mainstream culture for their 
own growth, hinders with their beliefs and practices, thus erasing their identities under pre-established 
systems.

•  Health related: Tribals’ lifespan is approximately 26 years less than the average Indian’s life expectancy.

•  Huge unemployment: Despite intense industrial activity in the central Indian tribal belt, the tribal 
employment in modern enterprises is negligible. They continue to lose employment and face bigoted 
competition with others in the highly unorganised Indian labour market.

•  Illiteracy: According to the 1991 Census, nearly 70 percent of the tribals are illiterates.

•  Lack of Awareness about Govt. Schemes: In the field survey, it is found that most of the tribal people are 
very much poor, but they could not manage BPL ration card, job cards for 100 day works etc. Most of them 
hardly know the name of BPL ration card. As a consequence, they remain deprived from such benefits. 

Constitutional Provisions related to tribals

•  Article 46:  It provides that ‘the State shall promote with special care, the educational and economic interest 
of the weaker section of the people, and, in particular, the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, and 
shall protect them from social injustice and all forms of exploitation’.

•  Articles 15 and 16: It empowered the Government for taking special provisions for the Scheduled Tribes.

•  Provision of reservation: In order to uplift tribal communities, a provision was made in the Constitution of 
India, in the form of reservation for them in education, employment and in the governing bodies, as Scheduled 
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs). 

•  Article 366 (25): It prescribes that the Scheduled Tribes mean ‘such tribes or tribal communities as are 
deemed under Article 342 of the Constitution to be Scheduled Tribes’.
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•  National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST): For the purpose of protecting the constitutional rights 
given to Scheduled Tribes (Article 338A). 

Legal Provisions related to tribals

•  Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989: To prevent the commission 
of offenses or atrocities against the members of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and to provide relief 
and rehabilitation for the victims of atrocities. 

•  Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006: It 
recognises and vests forest rights and occupation on forest land to Scheduled Tribes.

Note: Recently, the birth anniversary’ of the renowned tribal leader Birsa Munda on 15th November has been 
announced as ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas’ to commemorate the struggles and sacrifices of tribal freedom fighters during 
the independence movement.

          Distribution of Tribes in India

•  STs are notified in 30 States/UTs and the number of individual ethnic groups, etc. notified as STs is 705.

•  Tribal population (2011 census): 10.43 crore (8.6% of the total Indian population)

 89.97%: In rural areas

 10.03%: In urban areas

•  Decadal population growth (2001 to 2011): 23.66% against the 17.69% of the entire population.

•  Sex ratio: 990 females per 1000 males

 Overall Indian Population: 940:1000

•  More than two-thirds of the ST population is concentrated only in the seven states of the country, viz. 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, and Chhattisgarh.

No ST population in 3 States (Delhi NCR, Punjab, and Haryana) and 2 UTs (Puducherry and Chandigarh).

Way forward/Conclusion

•  Tribals’ sustainable living provides lessons to the world struggling 
with pressing issues like climate change and environmental issues. 
Tribals with their organic lifestyle and beliefs challenge the modem 
way of reckless living and development needs. It is necessary that 
they are recognised for who they are and attributed a certain unique 
position in the society.

•  Our country is making efforts towards restoring the legacy of the 
tribal communities, their identity and inheritance, paying homage to 
them being an indispensable part of our society. It is imperative that 
the policymakers continue to safeguard the tribal rights so as to ensure inclusive development of the society.

JATRA BHAGAT
The founder of Bhagat Movement 
in chota Nagpur (Jharkhand), 
Jatra guided his fellow mates to 
disobey  regulations imposed by 
the British rulers. His followers are 
called ‘Tana Bhagats’. Around 1921, 
they also took part in the Non-
Cooperation Movement.

DO YOU KNOW?

    

NOTES
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POLITY SPECIAL
(President vs Governor)

 COMPARING VETO POWERS OF PRESIDENT AND GOVERNOR

President Governor
With Regard to Ordinary Bills With Regard to Ordinary Bills

Every ordinary bill, after it is passed by both the Houses 
of the Parliament either singly or at a joint sitting, is 
presented to the President for his assent. He has three 
alternatives:

1. He may give his assent to the bill, the bill then 
becomes an act.

2.  He may withhold his assent to the bill, the bill 
then ends and does not become an act.

3.  He may return the bill for reconsideration of the 
Houses. If the bill is passed by both the Houses 
again with or without amendments and presented 
to the President for his assent, the president must 
give his assent to the bill. Thus the president 
enjoys only a ‘suspensive veto’.

Every ordinary bill, after it is passed by the legislative 
assembly in case of a unicameral legislature or by both 
the Houses in case of a bicameral legislature either in the 
first instance or in the second instance, is presented to 
the governor for his assent. He has four alternatives:

1. He may give his assent to the bill, the bill then 
becomes an act.

2.  He may withhold his assent to the bill, the bill 
then ends and does not become an act.

3.  He may return the bill for reconsideration of the 
House or Houses. If the bill is passed by the House 
or Houses again with or without amendments 
and presented to the governor for his assent, the 
governor must give his assent to the bill. Thus, 
the governor enjoys only a ‘suspensive veto’.

4. He may reserve the bill for the consideration of 
the President.

When a state bill is reserved by the governor for the 
consideration of the President, the President has three 
alternatives: 

a. He may give his assent to the bill, the bill then 
becomes an act.

b.  He may withhold his assent to the bill, the bill 
then ends and does not become an Act.

c.  He may return the bill for reconsideration of the 
House or Houses of the state legislature. When a 
bill is so returned, the House or Houses have to 
reconsider it within six months. If the bill is passed 
by the House or Houses again with or without 
amendments and presented to the president for 
his assent, the president is not bound to give his 
assent to the bill. He may give his assent to such a 
bill or withhold his assent.

When the governor reserves a bill for the consideration 
of the President, he will not have any further role in 
the enactment of the bill. If the bill is returned by the 
President for the reconsideration of the House or Houses 
and is passed again, the bill must be presented again for 
the presidential assent only. If the President gives his 
assent to the bill, it becomes an act. This means that the 
assent of the Governor is no longer required.

Every money bill, after it is passed by the state legislature 
(unicameral or bicameral), is presented to the governor 
for his assent. He has three alternatives: 

1. He may give his assent to the bill, the bill then 
becomes an act.

2.  He may withhold his assent to the bill, the bill 
then ends and does not become an act.

3.  He may reserve the bill for the consideration of 
the president.
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Thus, the President cannot return a money bill for the 
reconsideration of the Parliament. Normally, the president 
gives his assent to a money bill as it is introduced in the 
Parliament with his previous permission.

When a Money Bill is reserved by the Governor for the 
consideration of the President, the President has two 
alternatives:

a. He may give his assent to the bill, the bill then 
becomes an Act.

b.  He may withhold his assent to the bill, the bill 
then ends and does not become an act.

Thus, the President cannot return a money bill for the 
reconsideration of the state legislature (as in the case of 
the Parliament).

Thus, the governor cannot return a money bill for the 
reconsideration of the state legislature. Normally, the 
governor gives his assent to a money bill as it is introduced 
in the state legislature with his previous permission. 

When the governor reserves a money bill for the 
consideration of the President, he will not have any 
further role in the enactment of the bill. If the President 
gives his assent to the bill, it becomes an Act. This means 
that the assent of the governor is no longer required.

COMPARING ORDINANCE-MAKING POWER OF PRESIDENT AND GOVERNOR

President Governor
1.  He can promulgate an ordinance only when both 

the Houses of Parliament are not in session or 
when either of the two Houses of Parliament 
is not in session. The second provision implies 
that an ordinance can also be promulgated by 
the president when only one House is in session 
because a law can be passed by both the Houses 
and not by one House alone.

2. He can promulgate an ordinance only when he is 
satisfied that circumstances exist which render it 
necessary for him to take immediate action.

3. His ordinance-making power is co-extensive 
with the legislative power of the Parliament. This 
means that he can issue ordinances only on those 
subjects on which the Parliament can make laws.

4. An ordinance issued by him has the same force 
and effect as an act of the Parliament.

5.  An ordinance issued by him is subject to the same 
limitations as an act of Parliament. This means 
that an ordinance issued by him will be invalid 
to the extent it makes any provision which the 
Parliament cannot make.

6. He can withdraw an ordinance at any time.

7. His ordinance-making power is not a discretionary 
power. This means that he can promulgate or 
withdraw an ordinance only on the advice of the 
council of ministers of ministers headed by the 
prime minister.

8. An ordinance issued by him should be laid 
before both the Houses of Parliament when it 
reassembles.

1.   He can promulgate an ordinance only when 
the legislative assembly (in case of a unicameral 
legislature) is not in session or (in case of a bi-
cameral legislature) when both the Houses of 
the state legislature are not in session or when 
either of the two Houses of the state legislature is 
not in session. The last provision implies that an 
ordinance can be promulgated by the governor 
when only one House (in case of a bicameral 
legislature) is in session because a law can be 
passed by both the Houses and not by one House 
alone.

2. He can promulgate an ordinance only when he is 
satisfied that circumstances exist which render it 
necessary for him to take immediate action.

3. His ordinance-making power is co-extensive with 
the legislative power of the state legislature. This 
means that he can issue ordinances only on those 
subjects on which the state legislature can make 
laws.

4. An ordinance issued by him has the same force 
and effect as an act of the state legislature.

5. An ordinance issued by him is subject to the 
same limitations as an act of the state legislature. 
This means that an ordinance issued by him will 
be invalid to the extent it makes any provision 
which the state legislature cannot make.

6. He can withdraw an ordinance at any time.

7. His ordinance-making power is not a discretionary 
power. This means that he can promulgate or 
withdraw an ordinance only on the advice of the 
council headed by the chief minister.
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9.  An ordinance issued by him ceases to operate on 
the expiry of six weeks from the reassembly of 
Parliament. It may cease to operate even earlier 
than the prescribed six weeks, if both the Houses 
of Parliament passes resolutions disapproving it.

10.  He needs no instruction for making an ordinance.

8.  An ordinance issued by him should be laid before 
the legislative assembly or both the Houses of the 
state legislature when it reassembles.

9.  An ordinance issued by him ceases to operate 
on the expiry of six weeks from the reassembly 
of the state legislature. It may cease to operate 
even earlier than the prescribed six weeks, 
if a resolution disapproving it is passed by 
the legislative assembly and is agreed to by 
the legislative council (in case of a bicameral 
legislature).

10.He cannot make an ordinance without the 
instructions from the President in three cases:
a.      If a bill containing the same provisions would 

have required the previous sanction of the 
President for its introduction into the state 
legislature.

b.   If he would have deemed it necessary to 
reserve a bill containing the same provisions 
for the consideration of the President.

c.     If an act of the state legislature containing 
the same provisions would have been invalid 
without receiving the President’s assent.

COMPARING PARDONING POWERS OF PRESIDENT AND GOVERNOR 
President Governor

1. He can pardon, reprive, respite, remit, suspend 
or commute the punishment or sentence of any 
person convicted of any offence against a Central 
law.

2. He can pardon, reprieve, respite, remit, 
suspend or commute a death sentence. He is the 
only authority to pardon a death sentence.

3. He can grant  pardon, reprieve, respite, 
suspension, remission or commutation in respect 
to or commutation in respect to court-martial 
(military court).

1.  He can pardon, reprieve, respite, remit, suspend 
or commute the punishment or sentence of any 
person convicted of any offence against a state 
law.

2.  He cannot pardon a death sentence. Even if a state 
law prescribes for death sentence, the power to 
grant pardon lies with the President and not the 
governor. But, the governor can suspend, remit or 
commute a death sentence.

3.  He does not possess any such power.

Pardoning Power of the President (Article 72)
• Pardon: It removes both the sentence and the conviction and completely absolves the convict 

from all sentences, punishments and disqualifications.

•  Commutation: It denotes the substitution of one form of punishment for a lighter form.

  For example, a death sentence may be commuted to rigorous imprisonment, which in turn 
may be commuted to a simple imprisonment.

•  Remission: It implies reducing the period of sentence without changing its character. For 
example, a sentence of rigorous imprisonment for two years may be remitted to rigorous 
imprisonment for one year.

•   Respite: It denotes awarding a lesser sentence in place of one originally awarded due to some 
special fact, such as the physical disability of a convict or the pregnancy of a woman offender.

•  Reprieve: It implies a stay of the execution of a sentence (especially that of death) for a temporary 
period. Its purpose is to enable the convict to have time to seek pardon or commutation from the 
President.
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