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Role of Forts in the Indian History

1. Introduction:

DELHI « AHMEDABAD

Monuments and fortresses across India stand as silent
witnesses to the country’s rich history, embodying tales
of valor, culture, and conquest. These structures, spread
across the subcontinent, are more than mere defensive
architectures; they are a testament to India’s vast and
diverse cultural heritage.

. Definition and Purpose of Forts:

Forts: Typically strong protective structures surrounded
by walls, wooden palisades, or fences, often with
additional protection like moats or deep ditches. They
served as strongholds providing security and defense to
inhabitants.

Sanskrit Term “Durga”: In Sanskrit, a fort is referred to
as “Durga,” signifying its inaccessibility or difficulty to
approach, underlining its primary purpose as a secure
and strategic defense structure.

Historical Roots: The concept of fortifications in India
is ancient, tracing back to the Indus Valley Civilization.
Here, citadels were fortified with massive defense
ramparts, indicating the early importance of fortified
settlements.

. Evolution of Fortifications:

Indus Valley Civilization (c. 3300 — c. 1300 BCE):

> Sites: Over 1,050 sites have been discovered, including
Lothal, Dholavira, Mohenjodaro, and Harappa. These
sites show advanced urban planning with fortified
citadels, indicating a complex understanding of
defensive architecture.

> Construction Techniques: Baked brick and unbaked
mud bricks were commonly used for constructing
gates, bastions, and citadels, often with protected
entrances. Dholavira, for instance, was fortified with
an imposing stone wall set in mud mortar.

Urban Settlements and Fortified Cities (4th century BCE):

> Emergence: By the 4th century BCE, fortified
settlements, urban centers, and cities emerged across
India, particularly in the Ganga-Yamuna Doab region.

> Capitals of “Solasa Maha-Janapadas”: Cities like
Pataliputra, Kashi, and Taxila served as capitals of
the great kingdoms, showcasing early examples of
fortified urban centers.

» Cultural and Military Landscape: The location of
these cities was strategically chosen, considering
the terrain and cultural-military landscape of the
kingdom. Fortifications were integral to these early
socio-political units.

Dynastic Fortifications:

> Mauryan to Gupta Periods: The Mauryan,
Gupta, Pratihara, and Vakataka dynasties saw the
proliferation of fortified cities. However, the massive
defensive forts that came to dominate the landscape
emerged around the 8th century onwards in regions
like Punjab, Sindh, and Rajasthan.

> Rajput, Mughal, Maratha, and Regional Kingdoms:
Fortifications evolved under various dynasties, each
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contributing unique architectural styles. Rajput forts
like Chittorgarh and Mughal forts like Agra are prime
examples.

> Regional Variations: Different regions of India
developed their own styles of fortifications. The
Maratha, Rajput, Sikh, Bahmani, and Qutb Shahi
kingdoms all contributed to this rich tapestry of fort
architecture, reflecting their distinct cultural and
military strategies.

Fort Construction Techniques:

Earthen Ramparts: The earliest method involved creating
protective ramparts using the soil dug from adjacent
moats or ditches. This technique was basic but effective
in the early stages of fort construction.

Rubble and Earth Ramparts: A more advanced method
involved building tall protective ramparts with rubble
and earth, with additional earth on the outer side to
reinforce the structure.

Stone and Masonry Forts: Eventually, stone and masonry
became the predominant materials for fort construction
in India. This method laid the foundation for most forts
seen in the historical period, leading to more durable and
formidable structures.

Archaeological Evidence:
Proto-Historic Period:

> Archaeological findings from the Harappan culture
reveal that many of the larger sites had citadels with
protective walls made of baked bricks and mud
bricks. Examples include Dholavira, which had an
imposing stone wall, and Mohenjodaro, known for its
sophisticated urban planning.

Fortified Settlements and Cities:

> Fortified urban centers such as those found in the
Ganga-Yamuna Doab, Taxila, and the capitals of
ancient kingdoms like Magadha and Kaushambhi,
showcase early examples of fortified settlements.

> Remains of fort walls and bastions are seen at sites
like Rajagriha, the ancient hill-protected capital of
Magadha, and the pre-Mauryan capital of Pataliputra.

Types of Forts (Based on Kautilya’s Arthashastra):
Kautilya’s “Arthashastra” (3rd century BCE) categorizes
forts into several types based on their location and
primary mode of defense:

Jal-Durga (Water Forts):

> Antardvipa-Durga (Island Fortresses): Surrounded
by natural water bodies like rivers or seas (e.g.,
Murud-Janjira).

» Sthala-Durga (Plains Fortresses): Surrounded by
artificial moats or rivers (e.g., Gagron, Lohagarh in
Rajasthan).

Dhanvana or Maru-Durga (Desert Forts):

> Forts surrounded by vast arid regions, found
predominantly in Rajasthan. Examples include
Jaisalmer and Bhatner (Hanumangarh).

Giri-Durga (Hill Forts):

> Pratara-Durga: Located on flat hill summits (e.g.,
Chittorgarh).

> Giri-Parshva-Durga: Fortifications extend down hill
slopes, not just the summit (e.g., Bundi’s Taragarh,
Ajmer’s Taragarh).
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> Guha-Durga: Located in valleys surrounded by hills,
often with outposts and signal towers.

Vana-Durga (Forest Forts):

> Surrounded by dense forests, providing natural
camouflage and protection (e.g., Ranthambore).

> Subtypes:

4 Khanjana-Durga: Built on  marshes,
surrounded by thorny forests.

4 Sthambha-Durga: Constructed within forests
among tall trees, often lacking sufficient water
sources.

Mahi-Durga (Earthen Forts):

» Mrid-Durga: Surrounded by earthen walls.

> Parigha-Durga: Features both earthen and stone/
brick walls.

> Panka-Durga: Fortified with marshy land or

quicksand around it.

Nri-Durga (Human Forts):

> Defended by experienced warriors, often forming
part of a city fortress with a large permanent garrison
(e.g., Nagaur Fort).

7. Role of Forts in Different Historical Eras:
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Rajput and North Indian Forts:

> Examples include Chittorgarh, Kumbhalgarh,
Ranthambore, and Jaisalmer. These forts are known
for their massive walls, strategic hilltop locations, and
unique architectural features that reflect Rajputana
pride and valor.

Sultanate Forts:

> During the Sultanate period, forts like Daulatabad,
Gulbarga, Bidar, and Golconda were constructed.
These forts played crucial roles in defending territories
and served as symbols of power for the Sultanates.

Mughal Forts:

> Mughal forts, such as those in Agra and Delhi, are
characterized by their red sandstone construction,
elaborate gates, and integration of Persian
architectural elements. These forts housed palaces,
mosques, and administrative buildings, reflecting the
grandeur of the Mughal Empire.

Maratha Forts:

» TheMarathas constructed both land and sea forts, such
as Raigad and Sindhudurg, to defend their territories
from invaders. These forts were strategically located
and played pivotal roles during the Maratha Empire’s
expansion.

Sikh Forts:

» Fortslike Qila Mubarak in Patiala represent Sikh military
architecture, combining traditional Indian designs with
unique features suitable for their defense strategies.

Eastern Indian and Ahom Hill Forts:

> In Eastern India, the Ahom dynasty constructed hill
forts that utilized the natural terrain for defense.
These forts were often surrounded by dense forests
and steep hills, making them difficult to conquer.

European and Colonial Forts:

> The Portuguese, Dutch, and British constructed forts
along India’s coastlines to protect their trading posts and
settlements. Notable examples include Fort St. George
in Chennai, Fort William in Kolkata, and Diu Fort.
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. Impact of Artillery (16th Century Onwards):

The introduction of gunpowder and cannons in warfare
led to significant changes in fort design. Fort walls
became thicker, bastions were extended further outward,
and citadels were moved to central positions within the
fort. Examples include Golconda and Berar forts, where
these innovations were prominently applied.

Gates: Fort gates were designed to be high and wide to
allow the passage of elephants, with iron spikes to deter
attacks using elephants to break down the gates.

Walls: The outer walls of forts were often higher than the
inner walls, utilizing natural rock formations to increase
the height and strength of the walls.

Merlons and Loopholes: The merlons (parapets) on the
fort walls were usually semicircular with pointed tops,
incorporating firing loopholes for archers and later for
muskets and cannons.

. Architectural Features of Indian Forts:

Gates: The grand entrances of forts were often fortified with
thick iron-studded doors, and the pathways leading to them
were zigzagged to prevent the use of battering rams.

Walls: Built from locally available stone, the walls were
often slanted or buttressed to withstand siege warfare.
The use of natural rock formations as part of the defensive
structure was a common feature.

Moats: Deep moats, filled with water or left dry,
surrounded the outer walls of many forts, providing an
additional layer of defense.

Bastions: Forts were equipped with rounded or polygonal
bastions that allowed defenders to cover a larger area
with crossfire.

Citadels: The innermost part of a fort, the citadel, was
often the last line of defense and housed important
buildings like the king’s palace, treasury, and armory.

Secret Passages: Many forts had hidden tunnels and
passages for escape or to bring in supplies during a siege.

10. Conclusion:

Indian forts are a testament to the strategic and
architectural prowess of ancient Indian civilizations.
With over 7,000 forts spread across the country, these
structures not only served as defensive strongholds but
also as centers of administration, culture, and economy.
They symbolize the resilience and ingenuity of the Indian
people and continue to inspire pride in India’s rich and

diverse heritage.

Defence Architecture of Forts of
Andhra Desa (Andhra Pradesh and

Telangana, Part of Maharashtra)
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. Introduction:

Earliest References: The earliest references to forts and
fortified towns in Andhra Desa, which includes modern
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and parts of Maharashtra,
are found in the accounts of ancient Greek historians like
Megasthenes. Pliny, the Roman author, also mentions
that there were around 30 walled towns and numerous
villages in this region.
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Regional Terminology: The term for a fort in Telugu is
‘kota,” in Kannada it is ‘kote,” and in Tamil, it is referred
to as ‘kottai.” These terminologies reflect the cultural and
linguistic diversity of the region, and the central role forts
played in its history.

2. Notable Forts in Andhra Desa:

Andhra Pradesh: Dhanyakatak, Dharanikota,
Dhantapura, Satanikota, and other prominent sites.
Telangana: Peddabankuru, Dhulikatta, Kotallingala, and
Kondapur, known for their strategic importance and
historical significance.

. Evolution of Defence Architecture (11th - 17th Century):

Multiple Fortifications: During the 11th to 17th centuries,
the architecture of forts in this region evolved significantly.
The defense architecture of this era played a critical role in
the political and military strategies of various kingdoms
and empires. The forts were characterized by multiple
layers of fortifications, robust defense bastions, deep
moats, and parapet walls with bastions.

Emergence of New Forts: This period also witnessed
the emergence of numerous new forts, including local
administrative defenses, in both Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. These forts served as crucial points of defense,
control, and administration.

Construction Materials: The use of stone became
predominant, replacing earlier materials like mud and
brick. The switch to stone was driven by the need for
enhanced security to protect capitals, rulers, subjects, and
state assets from external threats.

Total Number of Forts: It is estimated that there were
around 160 forts or fortified villages and towns spread
across Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, each serving as a
center of power and defense.

Types of Forts: Based on their location and strategic
importance, forts were traditionally classified into four

types:

> Sthala Durgas: Forts located in plains.

» Giri Durgas: Forts located on hills.

> Jala Durgas: Forts located near water bodies.

» Vana Durgas: Forts located within forested areas.

4. Prominent Forts in Andhra Pradesh:

Kondapalli Fort:

» Location: NTR District, Andhra Pradesh. Situated on
the hills of the Eastern Ghats.

> Architectural Features: The fort is accessible through
two significant entry gates, Durga Darwaza and
Golconda Darwaza. The remnants include a palace
complex built in the Indo-Saracenic style, which is a
blend of native and Islamic architectural elements.

> Historical Significance: Kondapalli Fort served
various dynasties over centuries, including the
Chalukyas, Gajapatis, Vijayanagara Kingdoms, and
Qutub Shahi rulers. Its strategic location made it a
critical defense point.

Kondaveedu and Addanki Forts:

L]
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Location: Bapatla and Palnadu Districts, Andhra Pradesh.

Founder: These forts were established by a subordinate of
the Kakatiyas of Warangal.
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Historical Importance: These forts served as the
headquarters of the Reddy Kingdom during the early 15th
century. They became a significant point of contention
in the 16th century among the Gajapatis, Vijayanagara
Empire, Bahamani Sultanate, and later the Qutub Shahi
dynasty, Mughals, French, Nizams, and finally the British.

Defensive Features: The forts were fortified with a
double layer of defense known as “Puttakota.” Stone
defense ramparts at the foothill and extensive high-raised
security towers (Khila) added to their robustness.

Udaygiri Fort:
» Location: PSR Nellore District, Andhra Pradesh.

> Strategic Importance: Udaygiri Fort was a hill fort
that played a strategic role in controlling the eastern
frontier of the Vijayanagara Empire. It witnessed
numerous conflicts, serving under Vijayanagara,
Gajapati, Bahamani, and Qutub Shahi rulers before
being annexed by the East India Company in 1839
AD.

» Architectural Features: The fort is known for its
gateways, water reservoirs, granaries, and watch
towers. A significant historical feature is the Krishna
Temple, which Krishnadevaraya reinstalled in Hampi
in 1515 AD after carrying the Balakrishna idol from
here.

Gooty Fort:
> Location: Anantapuram District, Andhra Pradesh.

> Architectural Features: Gooty Fort is one of the largest
fortifications in Andhra Pradesh, with a circumference
of 11 km. It features seven concentric fortifications,
granaries, store rooms, and other military structures.

> Historical Role: Gooty attained the status of a Rajya
or province under the Vijayanagara monarchs. After
the fall of Vijayanagara in 1665 AD, it faced multiple
attacks from the Adil Shahis of Bijapur and Qutub
Shahis of Golconda. It was later annexed by the Qutub
Shahis and subsequently controlled by the Mughals,
Maratha chief Morari Rao, Haider Ali, and eventually
the East India Company.

Penugonda Fort:
> Location: Satya Sai District, Andhra Pradesh.

> Architectural Features: The fort is known for its
massive fortifications, moat, four gateways, temples,
wells, watch towers, and a granary at the summit.
These features made it a formidable defense structure.

> Historical Significance: Penugonda Fort played
a crucial role in the history of the Vijayanagara
Empire, becoming the capital of its fourth dynasty.
It witnessed numerous battles and power struggles
between various rulers, including the Vijayanagara
kings, Bijapur, Maratha chief Morari Rao, and the East
India Company.

Chandragiri Fort:

> Location: Tirupati District, Andhra Pradesh.

» Architectural Features: The fort covers an area of 26
acres, consisting of a lower fort covering the plains
and an upper fort on a hill. It contains the remains

of Vishnu and Krishna temples, as well as the three-
story Rani Mahal and Raja Mahal.
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> Historical Importance: Chandragiri Fort became the
capital of the Vijayanagara Empire in the 16th century
after the shift from Penukonda.

Gandikota Fort:
> Location: YSR Kadapa District, Andhra Pradesh.

> Architectural Significance: Gandikota Fort, meaning
‘gorge and fort’ in Telugu, is renowned for its
impregnable structure. It is marked by a deep gorge
with the Pennar River flowing on its north and
western sides, respectively. The fort features three
massive fortifications with bastions, a moat, and two
gateways. There is also access from the western side
of the river through steps. The fort houses the Rang
Mahal, a mini Charminar, Jama Masjid, and several
temples, wells, water reservoirs, and underground
water channels.

> Historical Role: Gandikota Fort served under the
Vijayanagara and Qutb Shahi dynasties, Nizams, and
was eventually controlled by the East India Company
under a treaty.
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> Historical Significance: Built during the Kakatiya
period, Elgandal Fort served as a stronghold during
the Musunuri Nayakas’ rule, with a later control by
the Bahamanis, Qutb Shahis, and Nizams.

> Architectural Features: The fort is strategically
placed on a hillock with defense walls, bastions, and
residential quarters.

> Dynasties Served: The fort was a significant military
and administrative center under various dynasties
including the Qutb Shahis and Nizams.

6. Conclusion:

Enduring Legacy: The forts of Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, once vibrant centers of power, polity, and
military strategy, now stand as monuments to a rich
and diverse historical heritage. Though their splendor
has faded with time, these structures continue to offer
invaluable insights into the societies, cultures, and
conflicts that shaped this region. Their architecture,
strategic locations, and historical significance are a
testament to the ingenuity and resilience of the people
who built and defended them across centuries.

5. Prominent Forts in Telangana:
* Warangal Fort:
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> Location: Warangal District, Telangana.

> Historical Importance: Warangal Fort is a symbol of
the glorious Kakatiya legacy. It played a significant
role in the development of literature, art, architecture,
and particularly defense architecture in Andhra Desa.

> Unique Features: The fort is known for its stone
fortification with rows of steps running along its
interior for easy access to the ramparts. It also contains
the remains of the Swayambhu temple complex and
the four iconic toranas (gateways).

> Dynasties Served: The fort was under the control
of Kakatiya rulers, governors, local chieftains,
Bahamanis, Qutub Shahis, and Nizams.

Bhongir Fort:

» Location: Yadadari Bhuvanagiri District, Telangana.

> Historical Significance: Bhongir Fort initially fell
under Kakatiya supremacy but was devastated by
Alauddin Khilji in 1355 AD. During the Velama kings,

it became an administrative division on par with
Warangal and Rachakonda forts.

> Unique Features: Bhongir Fort is a typical Giridurga
(hill fort), standing on an isolated, steep hill with a
Baradari (pavilion) atop it.

> Dynasties Served: The fort was controlled by the
Nizams and Qutub Shahis.

Koilkonda Fort:

> Location: Mahbubnagar District, Telangana.

> Architectural Features: Koilkonda Fort served as a
border fort between the Vijayanagara and Qutb Shahi
kingdoms. It is located on a hill covered by ravines
and encircled by a defense wall with bastions.

> Historical Role: The fort was initially under
Vijayanagara rule, later serving as a border defense
under the Qutub Shahi dynasty. It eventually became
part of the Nizam’s dominion.

Elgandal Fort:

> Location: Karimnagar District, Telangana.
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Golconda Fort: The Impenetrable

Fortress

. Introduction:

Etymology and Origins: The name Golconda is derived
from the Telugu words “Golla Konda,” meaning
“Shepherd’s Hill.” The fort’s history dates back to the
Kakatiya dynasty, who initially ruled the area. However,
in 1363 AD, the fort was seized by the Bahmani Sultanate,
marking a new chapter in its history.

Sultan Quli and Bahmani Rule: Sultan Quli Qutb Shah,
who eventually overthrew the Bahmani rulers, established
the Qutb Shahi dynasty in 1518 AD, making Golconda the
capital of his kingdom. This period saw Golconda flourish
as a hub of Deccani and Telugu literature, with significant
cultural advancements, including the founding of
Hyderabad and the construction of the iconic Charminar.

Patronage of Arts: The last ruler of Golconda, Abul Hasan
Tana Shah, was a notable patron of the arts, supporting a
form of dance-drama that later evolved into the famous
Kuchipudi dance. The kingdom’s glory ended in 1687
when it was annexed by Aurangzeb. Later, Asaf Jah
declared independence in 1713 and became Nizam-ul-
Mulk, ruling the region until the Nizams’ reign ended on
September 17, 1948.

2. Brief History:
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Foundation of the Qutb Shahi Dynasty: Muhammad
Quli Qutb Shah, the founder of the Qutb Shahi dynasty,
played a pivotal role in shaping Golconda’s identity. His
reign marked the beginning of the Qutb Shahi kingdom,
which lasted until the late 17th century.

Capital and Cultural Hub: Golconda, under Muhammad
Quli Qutb Shah’s leadership, became the capital and a
cultural center, fostering Deccani and Telugu literature.
The fort was not only a military stronghold but also a
center of art, culture, and learning.

Hyderabad and Charminar: During hisreign, Muhammad
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Quli Qutb Shah founded Hyderabad and constructed the
Charminar, symbolizing the city’s grandeur and the Qutb
Shahi dynasty’s architectural prowess.

Final Ruler and Cultural Contributions: The last ruler,
Abul Hasan Tana Shah, continued the tradition of
patronage, supporting the development of Kuchipudi
dance. His reign ended when Aurangzeb annexed
Golconda in 1687, leading to the region’s integration into
the Mughal Empire. Asaf Jah later declared independence
in 1713, establishing the Nizam'’s rule, which continued
until 1948.

. Features of Golconda Fort:

Architectural Grandeur: Golconda Fort is renowned for
its architectural sophistication, featuring a well-planned
township with mosques, magazines, granaries, armories,
and an efficient water supply system. The fort’s moat-
protected three-tiered fortifications and eight entrance
gates made it a formidable stronghold in medieval
Deccan.

Defensive Mechanisms: The fort boasts 87 turrets, each
equipped with cannons, and 48 tunnels, providing an
intricate network of defense. The nine gates of the fort,
including Fateh Darwaza, Moti Darwaza, and Bahmani
Darwaza, were crucial for controlling access to the fort.
Fateh Darwaza, famously opened by Abdullah Khan
Panini in 1687 AD, allowed Aurangzeb’s army to enter
the fort.

Katora House (Fort’s Cistern): A massive cistern, 200
yards long, equally wide, and 5 yards deep, known as
Katora House, was used for royal boating excursions. This
cistern was filled with water from Durg Tank, showcasing
the fort’s advanced irrigation system.

Durg Tank (Durgam Cheruvu): A well-planned canal
system, emerging from beneath steps, supplied water to
Durg Tank. This canal system was vital for irrigating the
fort’s extensive gardens.

Ramdas Prison: The prison, where Kanchrela Gopanna,
alias Ramdas, was held, is a site of historical and religious
significance. Gopanna, the Tahsildar of Bhadrachalam
during Abdul Hasan Tana Shah’s reign, is credited with
establishing Bhadrachalam’s Ram Mandir. The prison
houses idols made by Ramdas of Hanuman, Navagraha,
and Ram Lakshman.

Dhaan Kota (Grain Storehouses): These granaries were
strategically filled during wartime, ensuring that the
fort’s inhabitants did not have to rely on external food
supplies.

Jama-e-Masjid: Founded by Sultan Quli Qutb Shah I, this
mosque is one of the fort’s key religious sites.

Masjid-e-Mulla Khiali: Situated within the new fort, this
mosque was constructed by Mulla Khiali, a poet laureate
of the Qutb Shahi court.

Bala Hisar: Located atop the hills, Bala Hisar housed the
Qutb Shahi Palace, Durbar-e-Aam (General Assembly),
and Durbar-e-Khas (Special Assembly). The site provided
a strategic vantage point for overseeing the fort and its
surroundings.

Curtain Wall: This wall, strategically placed, allowed
defenders to observe and track enemy movements
without being seen, providing an added layer of security
during conflicts.
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Mortuary Bath: Constructed in the Turkish and Persian
bath styles, the mortuary bath was used for ceremonially
bathing deceased royal family members. The bath featured
hot and cold-water cisterns, supplied by a network of
hidden terracotta conduits, ensuring a continuous supply
of water.

Nagina Bagh: A pleasure garden named after the jewels
purchased by the harem’s elite women on special
occasions. It served as a place of leisure and recreation
within the fort.

Jagadamba Mahakali Temple: Dedicated to Durga Devi
or Jagadamba Mahakali, this temple was built during
Abul Hasan Tana Shah’s reign. It remains a significant
religious site, attracting pilgrims, especially during the
Bonalu Festival in the Ashadam month.

Armoury (Aslah Khana): A three-story structure with
variously sized closed and open arches, the Aslah Khana
once housed a substantial collection of antique firearms.
Taramati Mosque: One of Golconda Fort’s most exquisite
buildings, Taramati Mosque is located within the palace
complex and features three arches, adding to the fort’s
architectural beauty.

4. History of the Koh-i-Noor Diamond:

Discovery: The legendary Koh-i-Noor diamond was
discovered near Kollur, close to the Krishna River,
during Sultan Abdullah Qutb Shah’s reign. Weighing 360
carats, the diamond brought immense fame to Golconda,
establishing it as a prominent diamond market of the era.

. The Pouring of Hot Oil or Lead:

Defense Tactics: A unique defensive feature of Golconda
Fort was the pouring of hot oil or melted lead from a hole
in the middle of the arch of Bala Hisar’s gate. This tactic
was employed when enemies, especially their elephants,
attempted to breach the gate, effectively neutralizing the
threat.

6. Conclusion:

Enduring Legacy: Golconda Fort stands as a testament to
the architectural brilliance and strategic military ingenuity
of the Qutb Shahi dynasty. Its impregnable defenses,
intricate water systems, and rich cultural history have
left an indelible mark on the region’s heritage. Today,
Golconda Fort remains a symbol of Hyderabad’s glorious
past, drawing visitors from around the world to witness
its grandeur and explore its storied history.

Forts of Gujarat: Guardians of

Legacy and Lore

Introduction:

Gujarat is home to forts that are monumental symbols of
the state’s rich history and culture.

These forts narrate stories of valor, conquest, resilience,
and architectural brilliance, spanning various regions
from Junagadh to Diu.

1. Uparkot Fort (Junagadh)
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Location: Junagadh, situated atop a steep hill.
Historical Significance:

> Believed to be built in 319 BC by Mauryan Emperor
Chandragupta.
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> Strategic location provided natural defense, making it
an impregnable fortress.

» Survived 16 sieges, including a legendary 12-year
siege.

Dynasties Served:

» Mauryas - Guptas - Chudasamas.

Features:

> Includes a mosque, millennia-old Buddhist caves,
and two fine step-wells.

> Adi-Kadi-Vav: 41 meters deep, cut during the 15th
century under Chudasama rulers, named after two
slave girls who fetched water from it.

Military Might:

> Houses two significant cannons, Nilam (Sapphire)
and Mani (Pear]).

> Story of the Cannon: Nilam was brought from Diu,
left by Ottoman admiral Suleiman Pasha after their
defeat in the siege of Diu (1538).

Preservation Efforts:

» Restored by Haridas Viharidas, Dewan of Junagadh
State (1893-94).

» The Government
restoration efforts.

of Gujarat initiated further
» Community engagement initiatives are implemented
to encourage local participation in preservation.

Legend:

> Discovered by a woodcutter, who reported it to the
Chudasama ruler.

> Later restored by Chudasama ruler Navaghana,
who shifted his capital from Vanasthali to Junagadh,
giving the fort its name “Junagadh” (Old Fort).

. Pavagadh Champaner Fort (Champaner)

Location: Champaner Town, Panchmahal District, atop
a volcanic hill; UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Historical Significance:

> Origin dates back to the 8th century as a fortified
outpost for the Chavda dynasty.

Dynasties Served:

» Chavda Dynasty  Solanki Rajputs (Chalukyas of
Gujarat)  Khichi Chauhans Gujarat Sultanate
Mughals (Humayun).

> Later, the Gujarat capital reverted to Ahmedabad,
and Champaner fell into ruin.

Cultural Importance:

> Represents the region’s syncretic heritage, blending
Hindu, Jain, and Islamic influences in architecture.

> Examples: Kalika Mata Temple, Jami Masjid, Jain
temples.

Features:

> Stepped citadel, step-wells (serving as water sources
and cool sanctuaries during summers).

» Architectural styles range from Rajput influences to
Islamic grandeur and Mughal flourishes.

UNESCO Recognition:

> Inscribed as a World Heritage Site in 2004 for its
significance as a living Hindu pilgrimage center,
its Jain temples, preserved medieval urban fabric,
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sandstone-carved mosques, tombs, and intangible

heritage values.

3. Diu Fort (Diu Island)

Location: Island of Diu, off the coast of Gujarat.
Historical Significance:

» Built in 1535 by the Portuguese under a strategic
alliance with Bahadur Shah, Sultan of Gujarat and
Nino Da Cunha.

> Served as a strategic military outpost for over four
centuries.

Architectural Importance:

» Designed according to Renaissance military
principles, crafted from warm red sandstone.

> Exhibits strong Portuguese influence in its layout.
Cultural Importance:

» Transitioned from a colonial symbol to a national
monument after India’s independence in 1947.

> Houses a museum showcasing artifacts from the
Portuguese and the local Damania community.

Features:

> Network of courtyards, barracks, administrative
buildings, and a lighthouse (a crucial navigational aid
for centuries).

» Churches: St. Paul’s, St. Thomas, and the Chapel
of Our Lady of Rosary, reflecting the evolution of
Portuguese church design.

Operation Vijay (1961):
¢ Involved 350 Portuguese soldiers garrisoned in
the fort.
¢ Operation launched by India to end Portuguese
colonial rule in Goa, Daman, and Diu.

4 Martyrs Memorial erected to commemorate
Indian soldiers who were killed in the capture
of Diu.

4. Bhujiya Fort (Bhuj)
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Location: Bhujiya Hill, Bhuj Town, Kutch District.
Historical Significance:

> Named after Bhujang, a snake deity believed to
protect the people.

> Construction began under Rao Godji I, ruler of the
Kutch Kingdom.

> Strategic location atop the hill provided a vantage
point for spotting and defending against approaching
enemies.

> Successfully repelled six major battles (1700-1800
AD) against Muslim raiders from Sindh and Mughal
rulers of Gujarat.

Architectural Importance:

> Built from red sandstone, the fort’s walls snake
around the hill’'s contours, covering 6.5 square
kilometers to maximize defense.

> Includes a network of courtyards, barracks, and
ammunition stores.

Legend:
> The first major battle involved Naga Bawas, who
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joined the fight against Sher Buland Khan's army after
entering the fort under the pretext of worshipping at
the Nag temple.

> Naga Bawas and their leader hold a place of
importance in the Nag Panchami procession since
that day.
5. Bhadra Fort (Ahmedabad)
* Location: Ahmedabad.
* Historical Significance:
> Built in 1411 by Ahmad Shah I

> Named after the Bhadra Kali temple, established
during Maratha rule.

> Symbolizes Ahmedabad’s foundation and the rise of
the Gujarat Sultanate.

» Captured by the British in 1817, used as a prison until
independence.

* Cultural Importance:

> Reflects the synthesis of Indo-Islamic architectural
styles.

» Symbol of religious tolerance with the coexistence of
Bhadra Kali temple and Jama Masjid.

* Architectural Importance:
> Masterpiece of Indo-Islamic architecture.

> Features 14 towers, eight gates, and the triple gateway
known as Teen Darwaza.

> Clock Tower: Brought from London in 1849, installed
by the British East India Company, with Ahmedabad’s
first electric light in 1915.

Conclusion

e The forts of Gujarat are living testament to the region’s
rich and diverse heritage.

e They served as military strongholds and centers of
political, economic, and cultural activity, fostering trade,
commerce, and intellectual exchange across various

dynasties and cultures.

Forts in Delhi: Guardians of

History

Introduction

e Earliest Fort: Lal Kot, built by Tomar ruler Anangpal in
the 11th century, later extended by Prithviraj Chauhan
into Qila Rai Pithora.

* Cultural Significance: Delhi is believed to have
comprised 7-11 cities, with its history traced back to the
Mahabharata, where the Pandavas built Indraprastha on
the Yamuna’s western bank.

Juy

. Lal Kot (Qila Rai Pithora)

* Time Period: 11th century

*  Built by: Tomar ruler Anangpal, extended by Prithviraj
Chauhan.

* Dynasties Served:
» Tomars
» Chauhans
» Ghurids
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Historical Significance:

> Initially, Lal Kot was a fortified city.

> Extended by Prithviraj Chauhan with massive
ramparts, creating Qila Rai Pithora, the first of Delhi’s
seven cities.

> Lost to Muhammad of Ghuri in 1192 CE.

> Developed further by Ghurid commander Qutb-ud-
din Aibak, who built the Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque
and the Qutub Minar.

Features:

> 13 gates, with Hauz Rani, Barka, and Badaun gates
still extant.

> The fort’s remnants are found in areas like Saket,
Mehrauli, Kishanagarh, and Vasant Kunj.

2. Tughlaqabad Fort

Time Period: Built during the Delhi Sultanate (1321-1325)

Built by: Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq.

Dynasties Served:

» Tughlags

Historical Significance:

> Built to resist Mongol attacks and serve as the capital
of the Tughlaq dynasty.

» Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq’s seat of power.

Architectural Features:

> Massive stone fortifications, sloping rubble-filled city
walls, battlemented parapets, and circular bastions.

> Contains water tanks and an intricate network of
passageways.

Legend:
> Cursed by Sufi saint Nizamuddin Auliya: “Ya rahe

ujjar ya base Gujjar” (It will remain desolate or be
occupied by herdsmen).

> Ghiyas-ud-din’s death linked to the saint’s curse, as he
died in a pavilion collapse after his Bengal campaign,

never reaching Delhi.

3. Adilabad Fort

Time Period: Built in 1327-28 AD.
Built by: Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq.
Dynasties Served:

» Tughlags

Historical Significance:

> Symbol of Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq’s might and
power.

> Seen as an extension of Tughlagqabad Fort.
Architectural Features:

> Built on a hillock, with similar construction style and
materials as Tughlagabad.

> Fortifications designed for defense and dominance.

4. Qila-e-Kohna (Purana Qila)
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Time Period: 1530s

Built by: Initially by Sher Shah Suri, completed by
Humayun.

Dynasties Served:
» Suri Dynasty
» Mughals
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* Historical Significance:

> Believed to be the site of Indraprastha, with
archaeological evidence dating back to the 4th-3rd
centuries BC.

» Sher Shah Suri demolished Humayun’s Dinpanah to
build SherGarh, later completed by Humayun.

e Architectural Features:

> Qal’a-i-Kunha Mosque: Built by Sher Shah in 1541
AD, blending Islamic and Hindu motifs.

> Sher Mandal: Octagonal red sandstone tower, used
as Humayun’s library, where he met his demise.

> Lal Darwaza: Southern gateway made of red
sandstone and grey quartzite.

> Khairul Manazil: Mosque and madrassa built by
Mahamanga, Akbar’s wet nurse.

* Modern Connection: The central vista, now Kartavya
Path, was aligned by Sir Edwin Lutyens with the

Humayun Darwaza of Purana Qila.

5. Red Fort (Lal Qila)
* Time Period: Built between 1638-1648.
*  Built by: Shah Jahan.
* Dynasties Served:
» Mughals
* Historical Significance:
» Main residence of Mughal emperors for nearly 200
years.
> Designed by architect Ustad Ahmad Lahauri, blending
Mughal, Persian, Timurid, and Hindu styles.
> Independence Day Tradition: The Prime Minister
hoists the National Flag every year, symbolizing
India’s sovereignty.
* Architectural Features:
> Nahr-e-Behisht: Water channels symbolizing
paradise.
» Structures: Diwan-i-Aam, Diwan-i-Khas, Rang
Mabhal, and Moti Masjid (Pear]l Mosque).
> Ramparts: Spanning a perimeter of 2.41 km, with a
moat originally connected to the Yamuna River.

» Famous Gates: Lahori Gate and Delhi Gate.
e UNESCO Status: Added to the World Heritage List in 2007.

Conclusion

The forts of Delhi serve as monumental guardians of the
city’s rich history, reflecting the various dynasties and
cultures that have shaped its past. These forts are not just
military strongholds but also symbols of political power,
cultural synthesis, and architectural brilliance that continue

to influence the identity of modern Delhi.

Bekal: A Fusion of Culture and

History Echoing Through Time

Introduction

* Location: Kasargod, the northernmost district of Kerala,
along the Arabian Sea.

¢ Nickname: Known as the “Land of Forts” due to its
numerous ancient fortifications.
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Cultural Significance: Kasargod is a vibrant district, often
referred to as the “Land of Seven Languages,” reflecting
its rich cultural and linguistic diversity.

Forts in Kasargod:

> Chandragiri Fort: A 17th-century fort that offers
panoramic views of the river and the Arabian Sea.

» Hosdurg Fort: Known for its round bastions, this fort
is associated with the Ikkeri dynasty.

> Povval Fort: A small fort located on the outskirts of
Kasargod, with historical significance.

> Kumbala Fort: Once a seat of power for the Kumbala
kings, it holds significant historical value.

> Kundamkuzhi Fort: A relatively lesser-known fort
with historical importance.

> Bendadukka Fort: A historic site with remnants of
ancient structures.

> Bekal Fort: The largest and most prominent fort in
Kasargod, known for its imposing structure and rich
history.

Bekal Fort: An Overview

Location: Bekal, Kasargod District, Kerala.
Size: The largest fort in Kerala, sprawling over 40 acres.
Historical Timeline:
> Initial Construction: Built by Shivappa Nayaka of the
Keladi Nayaka dynasty in the mid-17th century.
» Purpose: Originally constructed for defense, primarily
against the European powers.
» Mysore Invasion: Tipu Sultan of Mysore occupied
the fort during his campaign against the British.
> British Era: Following Tipu Sultan’s defeat, the British
took control of the fort.
Architectural Significance:
> Structure: Circular in shape, the fort is situated by
the sea, with its massive walls and strategic design
providing an excellent view of the Arabian Sea.
> Features:
¢ Observation Tower: Offers a panoramic view of
the surrounding landscape and the sea.
¢ Water Tanks and Tunnels: Essential for the fort’s
self-sufficiency during sieges.
¢ Ammunition Magazine: Used to store gunpowder
and weapons.
> Defense Mechanisms: The fort’s design includes
large bastions, a zigzag entrance, and strategically
placed holes in the walls for shooting down enemies.
> Religious Harmony:
Near the fort reside the Mukhyaprana Temple (dedicated
to Hanuman) and an ancient mosque.
These places of worship symbolize the region’s tolerance
and peaceful coexistence of different religions.

Cultural and Linguistic Diversity of Kasargod

Languages Spoken: Malayalam, Tulu, Kannada, Konkani,
Urdu, Marathi, and Byari (a scriptless language).

Cultural Heritage: The district is a melting pot of various
cultures, with influences from neighboring Karnataka and
the presence of several linguistic communities, making it
a unique cultural hub in Kerala.
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Conclusion

Kasargod, particularly through the lens of Bekal Fort, offers a
rich tapestry of historical significance, cultural diversity, and
architectural grandeur. The fort stands not just as a military
stronghold of the past but as a symbol of the region’s unique
fusion of cultures and languages. This blend of history and
culture makes Kasargod, and Bekal Fort in particular, a vital
part of Kerala’s heritage, where every stone echoes the stories
of bygone eras, and every corner reflects the diverse traditions
that continue to thrive in this vibrant district.

Vellore Fort: The Great Garrison of

South India

Introduction:

* Vellore Fort is often hailed as the “Iron Throne of South
India,” symbolizing the golden seat of power for several
prominent dynasties, including:

- Pallavas

- Cholas

— Marathas

- Bijapur Sultans

— Arcot Nawabs
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e Located in Tamil Nadu, Vellore is an ancient district with
a rich historical legacy and is one of the most significant
tourist destinations in southern India.

e The fortitselfis a classic example of medieval architecture,
standing as a testament to the region’s complex and
storied past.

Construction of Vellore Fort:
e Built: 1556 AD

* By: Chinna Bommi Nayak and Timma Nayak, who were
subordinate chieftains under the reign of Sadasiva Raya
of the Vijayanagar Empire.

* Architectural Style: Medieval architecture, showcasing
strength and durability.

* Materials Used: Granite stone imported from Arcot and
Chittoor.

* Purpose: Served as the headquarters of the Vijayanagar
Empire, reflecting the grandeur and strategic importance
of the empire.

Historical Significance:

e The fort gained prominence after the reestablishment of
Vijayanagar rule with Chandragiri as their fourth capital
following the Battle of Talikotta.

e Strategic Importance:
> The Rayas had long-running battles with their rivals,

including;:
¢ - Turko-Persian Bijapur Sultanate
¢ - Nayaks of Madurai
¢ - Gingee Nayaks
> The fort served as a crucial stronghold during these
conflicts.

Dynasties Served:

* = Vijayanagar Empire
* = Bijapur Sultanate

* = Marathas

* = Mughals
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* = British East India Company: After the Carnatic Wars, the
British used Vellore Fort as a major garrison until Indian
independence in 1947.

Vellore Mutiny (1806-07 AD):

e Significance: The first large-scale mutiny by Indian
soldiers against the British, which set the stage for the
1857 freedom struggle.

* Duration: Although it lasted only one day, the mutiny
was violent and bloody.

¢ Event: Rebels stormed into the fort, killing and wounding
around 200 British soldiers, leading to the execution of
about 100 mutineers on 10 July 1806.

* Reasons for the Mutiny:
> General Order Implementation: Introduced by

General Agnew, the order included regulations
prohibiting native soldiers from sporting caste marks
or flaunting earrings or whiskers during parades.

> New Turbans: The introduction of turbans containing
leather, a material considered polluting by both
Hindus and Muslims, further exacerbated discontent.

> Symbolic Acts: The mutineers proclaimed Futteh
Hyder, the son of Tipu Sultan, as their new ruler and
hoisted the Tiger-striped flag of Tipu Sultan.

» Outcome: The mutiny ended in failure due to a
lack of proper leadership and organization. General
Craddock and Governor William Bentick were
recalled by the British government.

Features of Vellore Fort:

* Architectural Excellence: Considered one of the best
examples of medieval architecture in South India.

e Material: Entirely constructed from granite stone.

¢ Jalakanteswara Temple: Built by the Vijayanagar Empire,
the temple is a prominent feature within the fort.

e Military Significance: The fort was used as a secretive
weapons store during the 1806 revolt against the British.

* Mahals within the Fort Complex:

> > Tipu Mahal
> = Begam Mahal
> = Hyder Mahal
» = Khandi Mahal
* Places of Interest:
» St John’s Church
» = The Mosque
> o Archaeological Museum of India
* Modern Significance: The fort city of Vellore is also

renowned for medical tourism, reflecting its continued
importance in modern times.

Conclusion

Vellore Fort stands as a monumental symbol of South India’s
rich history, showcasing the architectural brilliance and
strategic importance that spanned multiple dynasties. From
the Vijayanagar Empire to the British East India Company,
the fort has witnessed a complex interplay of power, culture,
and rebellion. The Vellore Mutiny of 1806, although short-
lived, marked a significant chapter in India’s struggle against
colonial rule. Today, the fort remains a testament to the
region’s glorious past, attracting visitors with its historical

and cultural significance, as well as its architectural grandeur.
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Medieval Ports and Forts of

Maharashtra

Introduction:

The western coast of Maharashtra, particularly the Konkan
region, is known for its unique geographical features and
historical significance. The coastline is dotted with forts
that were strategically built on headlands, capes, and river
mouths. These forts played a crucial role in the defense, trade,
and administration of the region during the medieval period.
The region’s rich history is evident in the numerous forts and
ports that once facilitated vibrant trade routes and political
control.

Geographical Overview:

¢ Coastline Features:

> Bays: Narrow inlets or creeks formed by the rivers
that originate from the Sahyadri mountain range.

> Coastal Plain: A narrow strip of land, not more than
five kilometers in width, runs along the coast.

> Headlands: Landforms that jut into the sea, often
serving as strategic locations for fort construction.

* Creeks and Rivers:

» Maharashtra’s coastal region is shaped by 28 small and
large rivers originating in the Sahyadri mountains,
traveling approximately 50-60 km to merge into the
Arabian Sea, forming creeks.

> Forts on Creeks: Out of these 28 creeks, 21 have forts
at their mouths or in the upstream region, such as the
Revdanda and Korlai forts on the Kundalika Creek.

Types of Forts:

¢ Coastal Forts: Built at the mouth of river creeks to control
trade and protect against invasions.

* Hinterland or Inland Forts: Situated more than two
kilometers away from the coast, these forts served as
administrative centers and offered protection to the
hinterland.

Historical Ports and Trade:

* Ancient Ports on the North Konkan Coast:

> Sopara, Sanjan, Chaul, Thana, and Kalyan were
significant ports that facilitated trade with the west
from very early times.

» Chaul: Known as Saimur or Jaimur in Arab travel
accounts, it was an important trading hub. Several
European travelers, including Marco Polo (1290), Ibn

Batuta, and Barbosa, documented its significance.
* Types of Trading Activities:

> Internal Trade: Among the three powerful dynasties—
Nizam Shahi, Adil Shahi, and Bahamani.

> External Trade: These dynasties engaged in trade
with other states and foreign countries through their
ports.
* Primary and Secondary Ports:
> Primary Ports: Located at the mouths of rivers or
creeks, these were the main centers of trade and
administration.
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» Secondary Ports (Hinterland Ports): Located inland,
these ports supported primary ports and facilitated
the movement of goods further into the region.

Notable Ports and Forts:
* Nizam Shahi Rulers:

» Ports: Vasai, Kalyan, Chaul, and Danda Rajpuri.

» Forts: These were built to protect these ports and
manage trade.

e Adil Shahi Dynasty:

> Ports: Bagmandala (Bankot),

Kharepatan, Satavali, and Banda.

Dabhol, Rajapur,
» Forts: Constructed to guard these vital trade centers.
* Trade Goods:

»> Malabar: Exported medicines, wax, palm sugar, and
emery stone; imported cotton, rice, wheat, and millet.

» Chaul: Known for muslin and woven cotton.
» Mandala: Traded spices, copper, coconuts, and areca
nuts.
Impact of Portuguese Arrival:

¢ In the 15th century, the monopoly of Arab traders on the
west coast was challenged by the Portuguese, who had
superior ships, technology, and military power. This led
to the decline of Arab dominance and the rise of European
powers, including the Portuguese, British, and Dutch.

Ports and Forts in Raigad District:
1. Panvel Creek:
> Primary Port: Nhava
» Fort: Gharapuri
> Secondary Port: Belapur
»> Fort: Belapur Fort
2. Karanja Creek:
> Primary Port: Karanja/Uran
» Fort: Karanja/Dronagiri
> Secondary Port: Nagothane
> Fort: Sagargad
3. Thal Creek:
» Primary Port: Thal
> Fort: Underi/Khanderi
> Secondary Port: Mahagaon
» Fort: Ramdarane
4. Kundalika Creek:
> Primary Port: Chaul
» Fort: Rajkot/Revdanda/Korlai
> Secondary Port: Roha/Ashtami
> Fort: Birwadi/Avachitgad
5. Mandad Creek:
» Primary Port: Danda Rajpuri
> Fort: Danda Rajpuri/Janjira
> Secondary Port: Tala/Mandad/Ghosala
» Forts: Tala Fort, Ghosala Fort

Specific Forts and Ports:
¢ Kundalika Creek (Chaul):
» Chaul Fort (Agarkot/Rajkot): Protected trading
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operations at this major port that functioned from the
3rd century BC to the 18th century.

> Revdanda Fort: A coastal fort surrounded by seawater
on three sides and protected by a deep moat on the
land side.

> Korlai Fort: Built on a hill at the mouth of Kundalika
Creek; fortified with strong walls and bastions.
Captured by the Portuguese in 1594 and later by the
British in 1818.

Hinterland Forts:
> Birwadi Fort: Constructed by Shivaji Maharaj, located

on a hill to monitor the movements of the Siddis and
control trade around the Kundalika River.

> Avchitgad Fort: Another hill fort built by Shivaji
Mabharaj to oversee the trading activities in the region.

Mandad Creek:

> Janjira Fort: A fortified island near Danda Rajpuri,

never captured by the Marathas or other dynasties,
remaining under the control of the Siddis.

» Danda Rajpuri: A major trading port with a small fort
constructed to protect it. Built using local basalt rock,
this place was crucial for trade.
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Historical Note:

Fort-building activity in the Konkan region began in
earnest after the 14th century. Local rulers initially showed
little interest in the coastal region, leading to minimal
fortifications. However, the arrival of Malik Kafur and
subsequent political developments led to increased
fortifications to protect the coast from external threats,
especially after the Portuguese entered the Arabian Sea
in 1498.

The 16th century saw extensive fort-building by the
Portuguese, Adil Shahi, Nizam Shahi rulers, and later the
Marathas, who strategically constructed forts to control
trade and commerce in the region.

Conclusion:

The medieval forts and ports of Maharashtra’s west coast
played a pivotal role in the region’s history. These forts
were not merely military structures but were integral to the
control and facilitation of trade, acting as gateways to the rich
hinterlands of the Deccan and beyond. The intricate network
of coastal and inland forts reflects the complex dynamics of
trade, politics, and warfare that shaped the region during the
medieval period.
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